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February 28, 2024

Brooks County, Georgia

Summary

Risk Index is Relatively Low Score 52.4

0 100

Expected Annual Loss is Very Low Score 44.8

0 100

Social Vulnerability is Very High Score 89.9

0 100

Community Resilience is Very Low Score 17.8

0 100

While reviewing this report, keep in mind that low risk is driven by lower loss due to natural hazards, lower social vulnerability, and higher

community resilience.

For more information about the National Risk Index, its data, and how to interpret the information it provides, please review the About the National

Risk Index and How to Take Action sections at the end of this report. Or, visit the National Risk Index website at hazards.fema.gov/nri/learn-more to

access supporting documentation and links.

Risk Index

The Risk Index rating is Relatively Low for Brooks County, GA when compared to the rest of the U.S.

Score 52.37

National Percentile

5522..3377

Percentile Within Georgia

5533..5500

0 100

52% of U.S. counties have a lower Risk Index

53% of counties in Georgia have a lower Risk Index

https://hazards.fema.gov/nri/learn-more
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Risk Index Legend

Very High Relatively High Relatively Moderate Relatively Low Very Low

No Rating Not Applicable Insufficient Data

Hazard Type Risk Index

Hazard type Risk Index scores are calculated using data for only a single hazard type, and reflect a community's Expected Annual Loss value, community

risk factors, and the adjustment factor used to calculate the risk value.

Hazard Type Risk Index Rating Risk Index Score National Percentile

Avalanche Not Applicable --

Coastal Flooding Not Applicable --

Cold Wave No Rating 0 0 100

Drought Relatively Low 62.1 0 100

Earthquake Very Low 34.6 0 100

Hail Very Low 31.3 0 100

Heat Wave Relatively Low 38.4 0 100

Hurricane Relatively Low 80.4 0 100

Ice Storm Very Low 1.2 0 100

Landslide Relatively Low 70.4 0 100

Lightning Relatively Moderate 74.2 0 100

Riverine Flooding Relatively Low 46 0 100

Strong Wind Relatively Low 24.1 0 100

Tornado Relatively Low 53 0 100

Tsunami Not Applicable --

Volcanic Activity Not Applicable --

Wildfire Very Low 51.8 0 100

Winter Weather Very Low 19.4 0 100
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Risk Factor Breakdown

Hazard Type EAL Value Social Vulnerability
Community

Resilience
CRF Risk Value Risk Index Score

Hurricane $3,030,081 Very High Very Low 1.42 $4,270,911 80.4

Tornado $913,430 Very High Very Low 1.42 $1,304,961 53

Riverine Flooding $267,427 Very High Very Low 1.42 $383,367 46

Lightning $173,277 Very High Very Low 1.42 $247,503 74.2

Strong Wind $99,178 Very High Very Low 1.42 $141,269 24.1

Drought $57,570 Very High Very Low 1.42 $78,349 62.1

Earthquake $38,892 Very High Very Low 1.42 $56,988 34.6

Wildfire $32,095 Very High Very Low 1.42 $45,572 51.8

Hail $31,058 Very High Very Low 1.42 $44,921 31.3

Heat Wave $29,934 Very High Very Low 1.42 $42,631 38.4

Landslide $21,900 Very High Very Low 1.42 $34,080 70.4

Winter Weather $10,745 Very High Very Low 1.42 $15,453 19.4

Ice Storm $263 Very High Very Low 1.42 $378 1.2

Cold Wave $0 Very High Very Low 1.42 $0 0

Avalanche -- Very High Very Low 1.42 -- --

Coastal Flooding -- Very High Very Low 1.42 -- --

Tsunami -- Very High Very Low 1.42 -- --

Volcanic Activity -- Very High Very Low 1.42 -- --
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Expected Annual Loss

In Brooks County, GA, expected loss each year due to natural hazards is Very Low when compared to the rest of the U.S.

Score 44.78

National Percentile

4444..7788

Percentile Within Georgia

5533..5500

0 100

45% of U.S. counties have a lower Expected Annual

Loss

53% of counties in Georgia have a lower Expected

Annual Loss

Expected Annual Loss Legend

Very High Relatively High Relatively Moderate Relatively Low Very Low

No Expected Annual Losses Not Applicable Insufficient Data

Composite Expected Annual Loss $4,705,850.39

Composite Expected Annual Loss Rate National Percentile 61.1

Building EAL $2,280,462.86 Population EAL 0.10 fatalities

Building EAL Rate $1 per $1.36K of building value Population EAL Rate 1 per 166.82K people

Agriculture EAL $1,292,170.06 Population Equivalence EAL $1,133,217.48

Agriculture EAL Rate $1 per $105.53 of agriculture value

Expected Annual Loss for Hazard Types

Expected Annual Loss scores for hazard types are calculated using data for only a single hazard type, and reflect a community's relative expected annual

loss for only that hazard type.

14 of 18 hazard types contribute to the expected annual loss for Brooks County, GA.

Hazard Type Expected Annual Loss Rating EAL Value Score

Hurricane Relatively Low $3,030,081 76.4

Tornado Relatively Low $913,430 48.8
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Hazard Type Expected Annual Loss Rating EAL Value Score

Riverine Flooding Relatively Low $267,428 41.9

Lightning Relatively Moderate $173,277 70.2

Strong Wind Relatively Low $99,178 23.8

Drought Relatively Low $57,570 61.0

Earthquake Very Low $38,892 31.6

Wildfire Very Low $32,095 47.3

Hail Very Low $31,058 29.4

Heat Wave Relatively Low $29,934 37.5

Landslide Relatively Low $21,900 36.5

Winter Weather Relatively Low $10,745 20.0

Ice Storm Very Low $263 1.0

Cold Wave No Expected Annual Losses $0 0.0

Expected Annual Loss Values

Hazard Type Total Building Value Population Equivalence Population Agriculture Value

Cold Wave $0 $0 $0 0.00 $0

Drought $57,570 n/a n/a n/a $57,570

Earthquake $38,892 $31,680 $7,212 0.00 n/a

Hail $31,058 $20,180 $9,848 0.00 $1,030

Heat Wave $29,934 $209 $29,623 0.00 $101

Hurricane $3,030,081 $1,774,261 $46,790 0.00 $1,209,030

Ice Storm $263 $146 $117 0.00 n/a

Landslide $21,900 $4,500 $17,400 0.00 n/a

Lightning $173,277 $11,743 $161,534 0.01 n/a

Riverine Flooding $267,427 $245,596 $11,031 0.00 $10,800

Avalanche Not Applicable -- --

Coastal Flooding Not Applicable -- --

Tsunami Not Applicable -- --

Volcanic Activity Not Applicable -- --

Avalanche -- -- -- -- --

Coastal Flooding -- -- -- -- --
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Hazard Type Total Building Value Population Equivalence Population Agriculture Value

Strong Wind $99,178 $28,724 $59,859 0.01 $10,595

Tornado $913,430 $125,299 $785,230 0.07 $2,901

Wildfire $32,095 $31,922 $136 0.00 $37

Winter Weather $10,745 $6,204 $4,437 0.00 $104

Exposure Values

Hazard Type Total Building Value Population Equivalence Population Agriculture Value

Cold Wave $0 $0 $0 0.00 $0

Drought $69,801,029 n/a n/a n/a $69,801,029

Earthquake $192,200,597,000 $3,108,997,000 $189,091,600,000 16,301.00 n/a

Hail $192,290,617,182 $3,109,059,263 $189,045,200,000 16,297.00 $136,357,919

Heat Wave $192,290,612,339 $3,109,054,420 $189,045,200,000 16,297.00 $136,357,919

Hurricane $192,281,480,874 $3,108,946,119 $189,036,176,836 16,296.22 $136,357,919

Ice Storm $192,154,259,263 $3,109,059,263 $189,045,200,000 16,297.00 n/a

Landslide $13,970,333,810 $236,970,714 $13,733,363,096 1,183.91 n/a

Lightning $192,154,259,263 $3,109,059,263 $189,045,200,000 16,297.00 n/a

Riverine Flooding $2,562,197,988 $46,851,588 $2,511,587,568 216.52 $3,758,832

Strong Wind $192,290,617,182 $3,109,059,263 $189,045,200,000 16,297.00 $136,357,919

Tornado $192,290,617,182 $3,109,059,263 $189,045,200,000 16,297.00 $136,357,919

Wildfire $33,760,111,088 $500,761,462 $33,242,485,313 2,865.73 $16,864,313

Winter Weather $192,290,612,339 $3,109,054,420 $189,045,200,000 16,297.00 $136,357,919

Annualized Frequency Values

Hazard Type Annualized Frequency Events on Record Period of Record

Tsunami -- -- -- -- --

Volcanic Activity -- -- -- -- --

Avalanche -- -- -- -- --

Coastal Flooding -- -- -- -- --

Tsunami -- -- -- -- --

Volcanic Activity -- -- -- -- --

Avalanche -- -- --
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Hazard Type Annualized Frequency Events on Record Period of Record

Cold Wave 0 events per year 0 2005-2021 (16 years)

Drought 24.3 events per year 602 2000-2021 (22 years)

Earthquake 0.027% chance per year n/a 2021 dataset

Hail 1.5 events per year 51 1986-2021 (34 years)

Heat Wave 0.1 events per year 2 2005-2021 (16 years)

Hurricane 0.2 events per year 37
East 1851-2021 (171 years) / West 1949-2021

(73 years)

Ice Storm 0 events per year 0 1946-2014 (67 years)

Landslide 0 events per year 0 2010-2021 (12 years)

Lightning 79.1 events per year 1,742 1991-2012 (22 years)

Riverine Flooding 0.4 events per year 9 1996-2019 (24 years)

Strong Wind 1.5 events per year 51 1986-2021 (34 years)

Tornado 0.3 events per year 10 1950-2021 (72 years)

Wildfire 0.014% chance per year n/a 2021 dataset

Winter Weather 0.2 events per year 3 2005-2021 (16 years)

Historic Loss Ratios

Hazard Type Overall Rating

Cold Wave No Rating

Drought Very Low

Earthquake Relatively Low

Hail Relatively Low

Heat Wave Relatively Low

Hurricane Relatively High

Ice Storm Very Low

Landslide Relatively Moderate

Lightning Relatively Moderate

Coastal Flooding -- -- --

Tsunami -- -- --

Volcanic Activity -- -- --

Avalanche --

Coastal Flooding --
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Hazard Type Overall Rating

Riverine Flooding Relatively Moderate

Strong Wind Relatively Low

Tornado Relatively Moderate

Wildfire Relatively Low

Winter Weather Relatively Moderate

Expected Annual Loss Rate

Hazard Type
Building EAL Rate

(per building value)

Population EAL Rate

(per population)

Agriculture EAL Rate

(per agriculture value)

Cold Wave -- -- --

Drought -- -- $1 per $2.37K

Earthquake $1 per $98.14K 1 per 26.21M --

Hail $1 per $154.07K 1 per 19.20M $1 per $132.36K

Heat Wave $1 per $14.85M 1 per 6.38M $1 per $1.34M

Hurricane $1 per $1.75K 1 per 4.04M $1 per $112.78

Ice Storm $1 per $21.31M 1 per 1.61B --

Landslide $1 per $690.90K 1 per 10.86M --

Lightning $1 per $264.75K 1 per 1.17M --

Riverine Flooding $1 per $12.66K 1 per 17.14M $1 per $12.63K

Strong Wind $1 per $108.24K 1 per 3.16M $1 per $12.87K

Tornado $1 per $24.81K 1 per 240.75K $1 per $47.00K

Wildfire $1 per $97.40K 1 per 1.39B $1 per $3.67M

Winter Weather $1 per $501.17K 1 per 42.60M $1 per $1.31M

Tsunami --

Volcanic Activity --

Avalanche -- -- --

Coastal Flooding -- -- --

Tsunami -- -- --

Volcanic Activity -- -- --
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Social Vulnerability

Social groups in Brooks County, GA have a Very High susceptibility to the adverse impacts of natural hazards when compared to the rest of the U.S.

Score 89.94

National Percentile

8899..9944

Percentile Within Georgia

7700..4400

0 100

90% of U.S. counties have a lower Social Vulnerability

70% of counties in Georgia have a lower Social

Vulnerability

Social Vulnerability Legend

Very High Relatively High Relatively Moderate Relatively Low Very Low

Data Unavailable
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Community Resilience

Communities in Brooks County, GA have a Very Low ability to prepare for anticipated natural hazards, adapt to changing conditions, and withstand and

recover rapidly from disruptions when compared to the rest of the U.S.

Score 17.82

National Percentile

1177..8822

Percentile Within Georgia

3300..2200

0 100

82% of U.S. counties have a higher Community

Resilience

70% of counties in Georgia have a higher Community

Resilience

Community Resilience Legend

Very High Relatively High Relatively Moderate Relatively Low Very Low

Data Unavailable

About the National Risk Index

The National Risk Index is a dataset and online tool to help illustrate the United States communities most at risk for 18 natural hazards: Avalanche,

Coastal Flooding, Cold Wave, Drought, Earthquake, Hail, Heat Wave, Hurricane, Ice Storm, Landslide, Lightning, Riverine Flooding, Strong Wind, Tornado,

Tsunami, Volcanic Activity, Wildfire, and Winter Weather.

The National Risk Index leverages available source data for Expected Annual Loss due to these 18 hazard types, Social Vulnerability, and Community

Resilience to develop a baseline relative risk measurement for each United States county and Census tract. These measurements are calculated using

average past conditions, but they cannot be used to predict future outcomes for a community. The National Risk Index is intended to fill gaps in available

data and analyses to better inform federal, state, local, tribal, and territorial decision makers as they develop risk reduction strategies.

Explore the National Risk Index Map at hazards.fema.gov/nri/map.

Visit the National Risk Index website at hazards.fema.gov/nri/learn-more to access supporting documentation and links.

Calculating the Risk Index

Risk Index scores are calculated using an equation that combines scores for Expected Annual Loss due to natural hazards, Social Vulnerability and

Community Resilience:

https://hazards.fema.gov/nri/map
https://hazards.fema.gov/nri/learn-more
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Risk Index = Expected Annual Loss × Social Vulnerability ÷ Community Resilience

Risk Index scores are presented as a composite score for all 18 hazard types, as well as individual scores for each hazard type.

For more information, visit hazards.fema.gov/nri/determining-risk.

Calculating Expected Annual Loss

Expected Annual Loss scores are calculated using an equation that combines values for exposure, annualized frequency, and historic loss ratios for 18

hazard types:

Expected Annual Loss =  Exposure ×  Annualized Frequency ×  Historic Loss Ratio

Expected Annual Loss scores are presented as a composite score for all 18 hazard types, as well as individual scores for each hazard type.

For more information, visit hazards.fema.gov/nri/expected-annual-loss.

Calculating Social Vulnerability

Social Vulnerability is measured using the Social Vulnerability Index (SVI) published by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

For more information, visit hazards.fema.gov/nri/social-vulnerability.

Calculating Community Resilience

Community Resilience is measured at the County level using the Baseline Resilience Indicators for Communities (HVRI BRIC) published by the University

of South Carolina's Hazards and Vulnerability Research Institute (HVRI).

For more information, visit hazards.fema.gov/nri/community-resilience.

How to Take Action

There are many ways to reduce natural hazard risk through mitigation. Communities with high National Risk Index scores can take action to reduce risk

by decreasing Expected Annual Loss due to natural hazards, decreasing Social Vulnerability, and increasing Community Resilience.

For information about how to take action and reduce your risk, visit hazards.fema.gov/nri/take-action.

Disclaimer

The National Risk Index (the Risk Index or the Index) and its associated data are meant for planning purposes only. This tool was created for broad

nationwide comparisons and is not a substitute for localized risk assessment analysis. Nationwide datasets used as inputs for the National Risk Index are,

in many cases, not as accurate as available local data. Users with access to local data for each National Risk Index risk factor should consider substituting

https://hazards.fema.gov/nri/determining-risk
https://hazards.fema.gov/nri/expected-annual-loss
https://hazards.fema.gov/nri/social-vulnerability
https://hazards.fema.gov/nri/community-resilience
https://hazards.fema.gov/nri/take-action
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the Risk Index data with local data to recalculate a more accurate risk index. If you decide to download the National Risk Index data and substitute it with

local data, you assume responsibility for the accuracy of the data and any resulting data index. Please visit the Contact Us page if you would like to

discuss this process further.

The methodology used by the National Risk Index has been reviewed by subject matter experts in the fields of natural hazard risk research, risk analysis,

mitigation planning, and emergency management. The processing methods used to create the National Risk Index have produced results similar to those

from other natural hazard risk analyses conducted on a smaller scale. The breadth and combination of geographic information systems (GIS) and data

processing techniques leveraged by the National Risk Index enable it to incorporate multiple hazard types and risk factors, manage its nationwide scope,

and capture what might have been missed using other methods.

The National Risk Index does not consider the intricate economic and physical interdependencies that exist across geographic regions. Keep in mind that

hazard impacts in surrounding counties or Census tracts can cause indirect losses in your community regardless of your community's risk profile.

Nationwide data available for some risk factors are rudimentary at this time. The National Risk Index will be continuously updated as new data become

available and improved methodologies are identified.

The National Risk Index Contact Us page is available at hazards.fema.gov/nri/contact-us.

https://hazards.fema.gov/nri/contact-us
https://hazards.fema.gov/nri/contact-us


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix A1 – GEMA 
Worksheet 3a 



GEMA Worksheet #3a    Inventory of Assets 
Jurisdiction: Brooks County and the cities of Barwick, Morven, Pavo, and Quitman 
Hazard: 1. Hurricane 
 
Task A.  Determine the proportion of buildings, the value of buildings, and the 
population in your community or state that are located in hazard areas. 
 
Type of Structure 
(Occupancy 
Class)

# in 
Community 

of State
# in Hazard 

Area
% in Hazard 

Area
$ in Community or 

State $ in Hazard Area
% in Hazard 

Area

# in 
Community 

or State
# in Hazard 

Area
% in Hazard 

Area
Residential 7,442 7,442 100.000% 989,733,000 989,733,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Commercial 333 333 100.000% 115,785,000 115,785,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Industrial 155 155 100.000% 204,808,000 204,808,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Agricultural 0 0 #DIV/0! 0 #DIV/0! #DIV/0! 16,253 16,253 100%
Religious/ Non-
profit 182 182 100.000% 119,012,000 119,012,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Government 36 36 100.000% 33,716,000 33,716,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Education 29 29 100.000% 115,785,000 115,785,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Utilities 0 0 #DIV/0! 0 #DIV/0! #DIV/0! 0 #DIV/0! #DIV/0!
Total 8,177 8,177 100.000% 1,578,839,000 #DIV/0! #DIV/0! 113,771 #DIV/0! #DIV/0!

Number of Structures Value of Structures Number of People

 
 
Task B.  Determine whether (and where) you want to collect additional inventory data. 
 
 Y N 
1.  Do you know where the greatest damages may occur in your area? 
 

Y  

2.  Do you know whether your critical facilities will be operational after a hazard event? 
 

Y  

3.  Is there enough data to determine which assets are subject to the greatest potential 
damages? 
 

Y  

4.  Is there enough data to determine whether significant elements of the community are 
vulnerable to potential hazards? 
 

Y  

5.  Is there enough data to determine whether certain areas of historic, environmental, 
political, or cultural significance are vulnerable to potential hazards? 
 

Y  

6.  Is there concern about a particular hazard because of its severity, repetitiveness, or 
likelihood of occurrence? 
 

N  

7.  Is additional data needed to justify the expenditure of community or state funds for 
mitigation initiatives? 
 

N  

 



GEMA Worksheet #3a    Inventory of Assets 
Jurisdiction: Brooks County and the cities of Barwick, Morven, Pavo, and Quitman 
Hazard: 1a. Tropical Storms 
 
Task A.  Determine the proportion of buildings, the value of buildings, and the 
population in your community or state that are located in hazard areas. 
 
Type of Structure 
(Occupancy 
Class)

# in 
Community 

of State
# in Hazard 

Area
% in Hazard 

Area
$ in Community or 

State $ in Hazard Area
% in Hazard 

Area

# in 
Community 

or State
# in Hazard 

Area
% in Hazard 

Area
Residential 7,442 7,442 100.000% 989,733,000 989,733,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Commercial 333 333 100.000% 115,785,000 115,785,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Industrial 155 155 100.000% 204,808,000 204,808,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Agricultural 0 0 #DIV/0! 0 #DIV/0! #DIV/0! 16,253 16,253 100%
Religious/ Non-
profit 182 182 100.000% 119,012,000 119,012,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Government 36 36 100.000% 33,716,000 33,716,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Education 29 29 100.000% 115,785,000 115,785,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Utilities 0 0 #DIV/0! 0 #DIV/0! #DIV/0! 0 #DIV/0! #DIV/0!
Total 8,177 8,177 100.000% 1,578,839,000 #DIV/0! #DIV/0! 113,771 #DIV/0! #DIV/0!

Number of Structures Value of Structures Number of People

 
 
Task B.  Determine whether (and where) you want to collect additional inventory data. 
 
 Y N 
1.  Do you know where the greatest damages may occur in your area? 
 

Y  

2.  Do you know whether your critical facilities will be operational after a hazard event? 
 

Y  

3.  Is there enough data to determine which assets are subject to the greatest potential 
damages? 
 

Y  

4.  Is there enough data to determine whether significant elements of the community are 
vulnerable to potential hazards? 
 

Y  

5.  Is there enough data to determine whether certain areas of historic, environmental, 
political, or cultural significance are vulnerable to potential hazards? 
 

Y  

6.  Is there concern about a particular hazard because of its severity, repetitiveness, or 
likelihood of occurrence? 
 

N  

7.  Is additional data needed to justify the expenditure of community or state funds for 
mitigation initiatives? 
 

N  

 



GEMA Worksheet #3a    Inventory of Assets 
Jurisdiction: Brooks County and the cities of Barwick, Morven, Pavo, and Quitman 
Hazard: 1b. Hail 
 
Task A.  Determine the proportion of buildings, the value of buildings, and the 
population in your community or state that are located in hazard areas. 
 
Type of Structure 
(Occupancy 
Class)

# in 
Community 

of State
# in Hazard 

Area
% in Hazard 

Area
$ in Community or 

State $ in Hazard Area
% in Hazard 

Area

# in 
Community 

or State
# in Hazard 

Area
% in Hazard 

Area
Residential 7,442 7,442 100.000% 989,733,000 989,733,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Commercial 333 333 100.000% 115,785,000 115,785,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Industrial 155 155 100.000% 204,808,000 204,808,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Agricultural 0 0 #DIV/0! 0 #DIV/0! #DIV/0! 16,253 16,253 100%
Religious/ Non-
profit 182 182 100.000% 119,012,000 119,012,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Government 36 36 100.000% 33,716,000 33,716,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Education 29 29 100.000% 115,785,000 115,785,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Utilities 0 0 #DIV/0! 0 #DIV/0! #DIV/0! 0 #DIV/0! #DIV/0!
Total 8,177 8,177 100.000% 1,578,839,000 #DIV/0! #DIV/0! 113,771 #DIV/0! #DIV/0!

Number of Structures Value of Structures Number of People

 
 
Task B.  Determine whether (and where) you want to collect additional inventory data. 
 
 Y N 
1.  Do you know where the greatest damages may occur in your area? 
 

Y  

2.  Do you know whether your critical facilities will be operational after a hazard event? 
 

Y  

3.  Is there enough data to determine which assets are subject to the greatest potential 
damages? 
 

Y  

4.  Is there enough data to determine whether significant elements of the community are 
vulnerable to potential hazards? 
 

Y  

5.  Is there enough data to determine whether certain areas of historic, environmental, 
political, or cultural significance are vulnerable to potential hazards? 
 

Y  

6.  Is there concern about a particular hazard because of its severity, repetitiveness, or 
likelihood of occurrence? 
 

N  

7.  Is additional data needed to justify the expenditure of community or state funds for 
mitigation initiatives? 
 

N  

 



GEMA Worksheet #3a    Inventory of Assets 
Jurisdiction: Brooks County and the cities of Barwick, Morven, Pavo, and Quitman 
Hazard: 2. Tornadoes 
 
Task A.  Determine the proportion of buildings, the value of buildings, and the 
population in your community or state that are located in hazard areas. 
 
Type of Structure 
(Occupancy 
Class)

# in 
Community 

of State
# in Hazard 

Area
% in Hazard 

Area
$ in Community or 

State $ in Hazard Area
% in Hazard 

Area

# in 
Community 

or State
# in Hazard 

Area
% in Hazard 

Area
Residential 7,442 7,442 100.000% 989,733,000 989,733,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Commercial 333 333 100.000% 115,785,000 115,785,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Industrial 155 155 100.000% 204,808,000 204,808,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Agricultural 0 0 #DIV/0! 0 #DIV/0! #DIV/0! 16,253 16,253 100%
Religious/ Non-
profit 182 182 100.000% 119,012,000 119,012,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Government 36 36 100.000% 33,716,000 33,716,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Education 29 29 100.000% 115,785,000 115,785,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Utilities 0 0 #DIV/0! 0 #DIV/0! #DIV/0! 0 #DIV/0! #DIV/0!
Total 8,177 8,177 100.000% 1,578,839,000 #DIV/0! #DIV/0! 113,771 #DIV/0! #DIV/0!

Number of Structures Value of Structures Number of People

 
 
Task B.  Determine whether (and where) you want to collect additional inventory data. 
 
 Y N 
1.  Do you know where the greatest damages may occur in your area? 
 

Y  

2.  Do you know whether your critical facilities will be operational after a hazard event? 
 

Y  

3.  Is there enough data to determine which assets are subject to the greatest potential 
damages? 
 

Y  

4.  Is there enough data to determine whether significant elements of the community are 
vulnerable to potential hazards? 
 

Y  

5.  Is there enough data to determine whether certain areas of historic, environmental, 
political, or cultural significance are vulnerable to potential hazards? 
 

Y  

6.  Is there concern about a particular hazard because of its severity, repetitiveness, or 
likelihood of occurrence? 
 

N  

7.  Is additional data needed to justify the expenditure of community or state funds for 
mitigation initiatives? 
 

N  

 



GEMA Worksheet #3a    Inventory of Assets 
Jurisdiction: Brooks County and the cities of Barwick, Morven, Pavo, and Quitman 
Hazard: 3. Wildfires 
 
Task A.  Determine the proportion of buildings, the value of buildings, and the 
population in your community or state that are located in hazard areas. 
 
Type of Structure 
(Occupancy 
Class)

# in 
Community 

of State
# in Hazard 

Area
% in Hazard 

Area
$ in Community or 

State $ in Hazard Area
% in Hazard 

Area

# in 
Community 

or State
# in Hazard 

Area
% in Hazard 

Area
Residential 7,442 7,442 100.000% 989,733,000 989,733,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Commercial 333 333 100.000% 115,785,000 115,785,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Industrial 155 155 100.000% 204,808,000 204,808,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Agricultural 0 0 #DIV/0! 0 #DIV/0! #DIV/0! 16,253 16,253 100%
Religious/ Non-
profit 182 182 100.000% 119,012,000 119,012,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Government 36 36 100.000% 33,716,000 33,716,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Education 29 29 100.000% 115,785,000 115,785,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Utilities 0 0 #DIV/0! 0 #DIV/0! #DIV/0! 0 #DIV/0! #DIV/0!
Total 8,177 8,177 100.000% 1,578,839,000 #DIV/0! #DIV/0! 113,771 #DIV/0! #DIV/0!

Number of Structures Value of Structures Number of People

 
 
Task B.  Determine whether (and where) you want to collect additional inventory data. 
 
 Y N 
1.  Do you know where the greatest damages may occur in your area? 
 

Y  

2.  Do you know whether your critical facilities will be operational after a hazard event? 
 

Y  

3.  Is there enough data to determine which assets are subject to the greatest potential 
damages? 
 

Y  

4.  Is there enough data to determine whether significant elements of the community are 
vulnerable to potential hazards? 
 

Y  

5.  Is there enough data to determine whether certain areas of historic, environmental, 
political, or cultural significance are vulnerable to potential hazards? 
 

Y  

6.  Is there concern about a particular hazard because of its severity, repetitiveness, or 
likelihood of occurrence? 
 

N  

7.  Is additional data needed to justify the expenditure of community or state funds for 
mitigation initiatives? 
 

N  

 



GEMA Worksheet #3a    Inventory of Assets 
Jurisdiction: Brooks County and the cities of Barwick, Morven, Pavo, and Quitman 
Hazard: 4. Lightning 
 
Task A.  Determine the proportion of buildings, the value of buildings, and the 
population in your community or state that are located in hazard areas. 
 
Type of Structure 
(Occupancy 
Class)

# in 
Community 

of State
# in Hazard 

Area
% in Hazard 

Area
$ in Community or 

State $ in Hazard Area
% in Hazard 

Area

# in 
Community 

or State
# in Hazard 

Area
% in Hazard 

Area
Residential 7,442 7,442 100.000% 989,733,000 989,733,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Commercial 333 333 100.000% 115,785,000 115,785,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Industrial 155 155 100.000% 204,808,000 204,808,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Agricultural 0 0 #DIV/0! 0 #DIV/0! #DIV/0! 16,253 16,253 100%
Religious/ Non-
profit 182 182 100.000% 119,012,000 119,012,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Government 36 36 100.000% 33,716,000 33,716,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Education 29 29 100.000% 115,785,000 115,785,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Utilities 0 0 #DIV/0! 0 #DIV/0! #DIV/0! 0 #DIV/0! #DIV/0!
Total 8,177 8,177 100.000% 1,578,839,000 #DIV/0! #DIV/0! 113,771 #DIV/0! #DIV/0!

Number of Structures Value of Structures Number of People

 
 
Task B.  Determine whether (and where) you want to collect additional inventory data. 
 
 Y N 
1.  Do you know where the greatest damages may occur in your area? 
 

Y  

2.  Do you know whether your critical facilities will be operational after a hazard event? 
 

Y  

3.  Is there enough data to determine which assets are subject to the greatest potential 
damages? 
 

Y  

4.  Is there enough data to determine whether significant elements of the community are 
vulnerable to potential hazards? 
 

Y  

5.  Is there enough data to determine whether certain areas of historic, environmental, 
political, or cultural significance are vulnerable to potential hazards? 
 

Y  

6.  Is there concern about a particular hazard because of its severity, repetitiveness, or 
likelihood of occurrence? 
 

N  

7.  Is additional data needed to justify the expenditure of community or state funds for 
mitigation initiatives? 
 

N  

 



GEMA Worksheet #3a    Inventory of Assets 
Jurisdiction: Brooks County and the cities of Barwick, Morven, Pavo, and Quitman 
Hazard: 5. Floods 
 
Task A.  Determine the proportion of buildings, the value of buildings, and the 
population in your community or state that are located in hazard areas. 
 
Type of Structure 
(Occupancy 
Class)

# in 
Community 

of State
# in Hazard 

Area
% in Hazard 

Area
$ in Community or 

State $ in Hazard Area
% in Hazard 

Area

# in 
Community 

or State
# in Hazard 

Area
% in Hazard 

Area
Residential 7,442 7,442 100.000% 989,733,000 989,733,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Commercial 333 333 100.000% 115,785,000 115,785,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Industrial 155 155 100.000% 204,808,000 204,808,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Agricultural 0 0 #DIV/0! 0 #DIV/0! #DIV/0! 16,253 16,253 100%
Religious/ Non-
profit 182 182 100.000% 119,012,000 119,012,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Government 36 36 100.000% 33,716,000 33,716,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Education 29 29 100.000% 115,785,000 115,785,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Utilities 0 0 #DIV/0! 0 #DIV/0! #DIV/0! 0 #DIV/0! #DIV/0!
Total 8,177 8,177 100.000% 1,578,839,000 #DIV/0! #DIV/0! 113,771 #DIV/0! #DIV/0!

Number of Structures Value of Structures Number of People

 
 
Task B.  Determine whether (and where) you want to collect additional inventory data. 
 
 Y N 
1.  Do you know where the greatest damages may occur in your area? 
 

Y  

2.  Do you know whether your critical facilities will be operational after a hazard event? 
 

Y  

3.  Is there enough data to determine which assets are subject to the greatest potential 
damages? 
 

Y  

4.  Is there enough data to determine whether significant elements of the community are 
vulnerable to potential hazards? 
 

Y  

5.  Is there enough data to determine whether certain areas of historic, environmental, 
political, or cultural significance are vulnerable to potential hazards? 
 

Y  

6.  Is there concern about a particular hazard because of its severity, repetitiveness, or 
likelihood of occurrence? 
 

N  

7.  Is additional data needed to justify the expenditure of community or state funds for 
mitigation initiatives? 
 

N  

 



GEMA Worksheet #3a    Inventory of Assets 
Jurisdiction: Brooks County and the cities of Barwick, Morven, Pavo, and Quitman 
Hazard: 6. Excessive Heat 
 
Task A.  Determine the proportion of buildings, the value of buildings, and the 
population in your community or state that are located in hazard areas. 
 
Type of Structure 
(Occupancy 
Class)

# in 
Community 

of State
# in Hazard 

Area
% in Hazard 

Area
$ in Community or 

State $ in Hazard Area
% in Hazard 

Area

# in 
Community 

or State
# in Hazard 

Area
% in Hazard 

Area
Residential 7,442 7,442 100.000% 989,733,000 989,733,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Commercial 333 333 100.000% 115,785,000 115,785,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Industrial 155 155 100.000% 204,808,000 204,808,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Agricultural 0 0 #DIV/0! 0 #DIV/0! #DIV/0! 16,253 16,253 100%
Religious/ Non-
profit 182 182 100.000% 119,012,000 119,012,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Government 36 36 100.000% 33,716,000 33,716,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Education 29 29 100.000% 115,785,000 115,785,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Utilities 0 0 #DIV/0! 0 #DIV/0! #DIV/0! 0 #DIV/0! #DIV/0!
Total 8,177 8,177 100.000% 1,578,839,000 #DIV/0! #DIV/0! 113,771 #DIV/0! #DIV/0!

Number of Structures Value of Structures Number of People

 
 
Task B.  Determine whether (and where) you want to collect additional inventory data. 
 
 Y N 
1.  Do you know where the greatest damages may occur in your area? 
 

Y  

2.  Do you know whether your critical facilities will be operational after a hazard event? 
 

Y  

3.  Is there enough data to determine which assets are subject to the greatest potential 
damages? 
 

Y  

4.  Is there enough data to determine whether significant elements of the community are 
vulnerable to potential hazards? 
 

Y  

5.  Is there enough data to determine whether certain areas of historic, environmental, 
political, or cultural significance are vulnerable to potential hazards? 
 

Y  

6.  Is there concern about a particular hazard because of its severity, repetitiveness, or 
likelihood of occurrence? 
 

N  

7.  Is additional data needed to justify the expenditure of community or state funds for 
mitigation initiatives? 
 

N  

 



GEMA Worksheet #3a    Inventory of Assets 
Jurisdiction: Brooks County and the cities of Barwick, Morven, Pavo, and Quitman 
Hazard: 6a. Frost/Freeze 
 
Task A.  Determine the proportion of buildings, the value of buildings, and the 
population in your community or state that are located in hazard areas. 
 
Type of Structure 
(Occupancy 
Class)

# in 
Community 

of State
# in Hazard 

Area
% in Hazard 

Area
$ in Community or 

State $ in Hazard Area
% in Hazard 

Area

# in 
Community 

or State
# in Hazard 

Area
% in Hazard 

Area
Residential 7,442 7,442 100.000% 989,733,000 989,733,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Commercial 333 333 100.000% 115,785,000 115,785,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Industrial 155 155 100.000% 204,808,000 204,808,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Agricultural 0 0 #DIV/0! 0 #DIV/0! #DIV/0! 16,253 16,253 100%
Religious/ Non-
profit 182 182 100.000% 119,012,000 119,012,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Government 36 36 100.000% 33,716,000 33,716,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Education 29 29 100.000% 115,785,000 115,785,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Utilities 0 0 #DIV/0! 0 #DIV/0! #DIV/0! 0 #DIV/0! #DIV/0!
Total 8,177 8,177 100.000% 1,578,839,000 #DIV/0! #DIV/0! 113,771 #DIV/0! #DIV/0!

Number of Structures Value of Structures Number of People

 
 
Task B.  Determine whether (and where) you want to collect additional inventory data. 
 
 Y N 
1.  Do you know where the greatest damages may occur in your area? 
 

Y  

2.  Do you know whether your critical facilities will be operational after a hazard event? 
 

Y  

3.  Is there enough data to determine which assets are subject to the greatest potential 
damages? 
 

Y  

4.  Is there enough data to determine whether significant elements of the community are 
vulnerable to potential hazards? 
 

Y  

5.  Is there enough data to determine whether certain areas of historic, environmental, 
political, or cultural significance are vulnerable to potential hazards? 
 

Y  

6.  Is there concern about a particular hazard because of its severity, repetitiveness, or 
likelihood of occurrence? 
 

N  

7.  Is additional data needed to justify the expenditure of community or state funds for 
mitigation initiatives? 
 

N  

 



GEMA Worksheet #3a    Inventory of Assets 
Jurisdiction: Brooks County and the cities of Barwick, Morven, Pavo, and Quitman 
Hazard: 7. Drought 
 
Task A.  Determine the proportion of buildings, the value of buildings, and the 
population in your community or state that are located in hazard areas. 
 
Type of Structure 
(Occupancy 
Class)

# in 
Community 

of State
# in Hazard 

Area
% in Hazard 

Area
$ in Community or 

State $ in Hazard Area
% in Hazard 

Area

# in 
Community 

or State
# in Hazard 

Area
% in Hazard 

Area
Residential 7,442 7,442 100.000% 989,733,000 989,733,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Commercial 333 333 100.000% 115,785,000 115,785,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Industrial 155 155 100.000% 204,808,000 204,808,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Agricultural 0 0 #DIV/0! 0 #DIV/0! #DIV/0! 16,253 16,253 100%
Religious/ Non-
profit 182 182 100.000% 119,012,000 119,012,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Government 36 36 100.000% 33,716,000 33,716,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Education 29 29 100.000% 115,785,000 115,785,000 100.000% 16,253 16,253 100%
Utilities 0 0 #DIV/0! 0 #DIV/0! #DIV/0! 0 #DIV/0! #DIV/0!
Total 8,177 8,177 100.000% 1,578,839,000 #DIV/0! #DIV/0! 113,771 #DIV/0! #DIV/0!

Number of Structures Value of Structures Number of People

 
 
Task B.  Determine whether (and where) you want to collect additional inventory data. 
 
 Y N 
1.  Do you know where the greatest damages may occur in your area? 
 

Y  

2.  Do you know whether your critical facilities will be operational after a hazard event? 
 

Y  

3.  Is there enough data to determine which assets are subject to the greatest potential 
damages? 
 

Y  

4.  Is there enough data to determine whether significant elements of the community are 
vulnerable to potential hazards? 
 

Y  

5.  Is there enough data to determine whether certain areas of historic, environmental, 
political, or cultural significance are vulnerable to potential hazards? 
 

Y  

6.  Is there concern about a particular hazard because of its severity, repetitiveness, or 
likelihood of occurrence? 
 

N  

7.  Is additional data needed to justify the expenditure of community or state funds for 
mitigation initiatives? 
 

N  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix A2 – GMIS 
Critical Facilities Maps 

 

 





 

Brooks County including Barwick, Morven, Pavo, and Quitman Wind Risk Map 

The Wind Hazard Scores are based on the 2000 International Building Code, figure 1609 
contours showing 3 second gust wind speeds with a 50-year return interval. The Northwest 
portion of the state scored an additional point for the 250-mph community tornado shelter design 
zone according to FEMA publications. 

 
 

Score Original Value Description 
5 > 120 mph 3 second gust greater than 120 mph 
4 110 to 119 mph  
3 100 to 109 mph  

2 
90 to 99 mph (or 
ZONE IV) 

This score is also given to an area with Zone IV of the "Design Wind 
Speed Map for Community Shelters," representing an area exposed to 
250 mph winds. This area is the Northwestern corner of the state.  

1 < 90 mph  



Brooks County including Barwick, Morven, Pavo, and Quitman Wildfire Risk Map 

The Wildfire Risk Layer was based on the USDA Forest Service, RMRS Fire Sciences 
Laboratory “Wildland Fire Risk to Flammable Structures, V 1.0” map.  Although this data was 
not intended for use at a detail greater than state-wide analysis, it has been included as the best 
available data on wildfire risk.  The scores are based on the risk value from the original layer.  
The horizontal positional accuracy is unknown for this layer. 

Score Original Value Description 
4 5 High 
3 4 Moderate 
2 3 Low 
1 2 Very Low 

 

1 No Houses 
7 Agriculture 
8 Water 
9 City 

 



 

Brooks County including Barwick, Morven, Pavo, and Quitman Flood Risk Map 

The flood hazard scores are derived from the FEMA Q3 “Zone” values.  The Q3 layer is derived 
from the FEMA paper flood insurance rate maps.  Although the resolution is 1:24,000, which has 
an allowable error of 40 feet, FEMA recommends using 250 feet as the potential error.  This 
layer cannot be used for a legal flood determination. 

Score Original Value Description 

4 
Floodway Floodway (within zone AE) 
V 1% with Velocity no Base Flood Elevation (BFE) 
VE 1% with Velocity BFE 

3 

A 1% Annual Chance no BFE 
A99 1% Federal flood protection system 
AE 1% has BFE 
AH 1% Ponding has BFE 
AO 1% Sheet Flow has depths 
AR 1% Federal flood protection system 

2 X500 0.2% Annual Chance 
1 ANI Area not included in survey 

D Undetermined but possible 

0 UNDES Undesignated 
X Outside Flood Zones 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix A3 –  
Other Maps 













































National Weather Service
 Advanced Hydrologic Prediction Service

 water.weather.gov/ahps/  

Observations courtesy of US Geological Survey .
NOTE: River forecasts for this location take into account past precipitation and the precipitation amounts
expected approximately 48 hours into the future from the forecast issuance time.
Forecasts for the Little River (SW Georgia) near Hahira (SR 122) are issued as needed during times of high
water, but are not routinely available.

1/1

https://water.weather.gov/ahps/
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis


Brooks County, Georgia Little River in north Brooks, flood information and historic crests 

 

 



 



National Weather Service
 Advanced Hydrologic Prediction Service

 water.weather.gov/ahps/  

Observations courtesy of US Geological Survey .
NOTE: River forecasts for this location take into account past precipitation and the precipitation amounts
expected approximately 48 hours into the future from the forecast issuance time.
Forecasts for the Withlacoochee River near Quitman (US 84) are issued as needed during times of high
water, but are not routinely available.

1/1

https://water.weather.gov/ahps/
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis


Brooks County, Georgia Withlacoochee River near Quitman, flood information and historic crests 

 



 

































 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix B 
Growth and 

Development Trends 



NA

For places on the map, populations of 5,000 or more are shown

Selectable Not Selectable

QuickFacts
Brooks County, Georgia; United States

QuickFacts provides statistics for all states and counties. Also for cities and towns with a population of 5,000 or more.

Population estimates, July 1, 2023, (V2023)

All Topics

Population estimates, July 1, 2023, (V2023)  NA

 PEOPLE

Population

Population estimates, July 1, 2023, (V2023)  NA

Population Estimates, July 1, 2022, (V2022) 16,253

Population estimates base, April 1, 2020, (V2023)  NA

Population estimates base, April 1, 2020, (V2022) 16,299

Population, percent change - April 1, 2020 (estimates base) to July 1, 2023, (V2023)  NA

Population, percent change - April 1, 2020 (estimates base) to July 1, 2022, (V2022) -0.3%

Population, Census, April 1, 2020 16,301

Population, Census, April 1, 2010 16,243

Age and Sex

Persons under 5 years, percent 5.3%

Persons under 18 years, percent 21.1%

Persons 65 years and over, percent 21.0%

Female persons, percent 50.9%

Race and Hispanic Origin

White alone, percent 60.8%

Black or African American alone, percent (a) 34.0%

American Indian and Alaska Native alone, percent (a) 0.6%

Asian alone, percent (a) 1.5%

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone, percent (a) 0.3%

Two or More Races, percent 2.8%

Hispanic or Latino, percent (b) 8.2%

White alone, not Hispanic or Latino, percent 54.5%

Population Characteristics

Veterans, 2018-2022 988

Foreign born persons, percent, 2018-2022 2.6%

Housing

Housing units, July 1, 2022, (V2022) 7,342

Owner-occupied housing unit rate, 2018-2022 68.3%

Median value of owner-occupied housing units, 2018-2022 $128,400

Median selected monthly owner costs -with a mortgage, 2018-2022 $1,168

Median selected monthly owner costs -without a mortgage, 2018-2022 $444

Median gross rent, 2018-2022 $738

Building permits, 2022 37

Families & Living Arrangements

Households, 2018-2022 5,957

Persons per household, 2018-2022 2.70

Living in same house 1 year ago, percent of persons age 1 year+, 2018-2022 90.3%

Language other than English spoken at home, percent of persons age 5 years+, 2018-
2022

2.5%

Computer and Internet Use

Households with a computer, percent, 2018-2022 82.8%

Households with a broadband Internet subscription, percent, 2018-2022 65.6%

Education

High school graduate or higher, percent of persons age 25 years+, 2018-2022 82.5%

Bachelor's degree or higher, percent of persons age 25 years+, 2018-2022 14.7%

Health

With a disability, under age 65 years, percent, 2018-2022 13.2%

Persons without health insurance, under age 65 years, percent 17.3%

Brooks County,
Georgia
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https://www.census.gov/
https://www.census.gov/


Economy

In civilian labor force, total, percent of population age 16 years+, 2018-2022 53.1%

In civilian labor force, female, percent of population age 16 years+, 2018-2022 50.9%

Total accommodation and food services sales, 2017 ($1,000) (c) 7,673

Total health care and social assistance receipts/revenue, 2017 ($1,000) (c) 39,878

Total transportation and warehousing receipts/revenue, 2017 ($1,000) (c) D

Total retail sales, 2017 ($1,000) (c) 93,406

Total retail sales per capita, 2017 (c) $5,972

Transportation

Mean travel time to work (minutes), workers age 16 years+, 2018-2022 23.3

Income & Poverty

Median household income (in 2022 dollars), 2018-2022 $42,263

Per capita income in past 12 months (in 2022 dollars), 2018-2022 $28,004

Persons in poverty, percent 25.5%

 BUSINESSES

Businesses

Total employer establishments, 2021 216

Total employment, 2021 1,986

Total annual payroll, 2021 ($1,000) 76,193

Total employment, percent change, 2020-2021 -3.0%

Total nonemployer establishments, 2020 1,034

All employer firms, Reference year 2017 S

Men-owned employer firms, Reference year 2017 S

Women-owned employer firms, Reference year 2017 S

Minority-owned employer firms, Reference year 2017 S

Nonminority-owned employer firms, Reference year 2017 S

Veteran-owned employer firms, Reference year 2017 S

Nonveteran-owned employer firms, Reference year 2017 S

 GEOGRAPHY

Geography

Population per square mile, 2020 33.1

Population per square mile, 2010 32.9

Land area in square miles, 2020 493.18

Land area in square miles, 2010 493.05

FIPS Code 13027





Value Notes

Methodology differences may exist between data sources, and so estimates from different sources are not comparable.

Some estimates presented here come from sample data, and thus have sampling errors that may render some apparent differences between geographies statistically indistinguishable. Click the Quick Info   icon to the left of each row in TAB
learn about sampling error.

The vintage year (e.g., V2023) refers to the final year of the series (2020 thru 2023). Different vintage years of estimates are not comparable.

In Vintage 2022, as a result of the formal request from the state, Connecticut transitioned from eight counties to nine planning regions. For more details, please see the Vintage 2022 release notes available here: Release Notes.

Users should exercise caution when comparing 2018-2022 ACS 5-year estimates to other ACS estimates. For more information, please visit the 2022 5-year ACS Comparison Guidance page.

Fact Notes

(a) Includes persons reporting only one race
(c) Economic Census - Puerto Rico data are not comparable to U.S. Economic Census data
(b) Hispanics may be of any race, so also are included in applicable race categories

Value Flags

- Either no or too few sample observations were available to compute an estimate, or a ratio of medians cannot be calculated because one or both of the median estimates falls in the lowest or upper interval of an open ende
F Fewer than 25 firms
D Suppressed to avoid disclosure of confidential information
N Data for this geographic area cannot be displayed because the number of sample cases is too small.
FN Footnote on this item in place of data
X Not applicable
S Suppressed; does not meet publication standards
NA Not available
Z Value greater than zero but less than half unit of measure shown

QuickFacts data are derived from: Population Estimates, American Community Survey, Census of Population and Housing, Current Population Survey, Small Area Health Insurance Estimates, Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates, Stat
Housing Unit Estimates, County Business Patterns, Nonemployer Statistics, Economic Census, Survey of Business Owners, Building Permits.



https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/popest/technical-documentation/methodology/2020-2022/2022-est-relnotes.pdf
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/comparing-acs-data/2022.html
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10. Community Work Program  
  

10.a Brooks County 5-Year Community Work Program Update FY2023-2027  
 

PROJECTS 
ESTIMATED 
COST 

RESPONSIBLE 
PARTY 

FUNDING 
SOURCE 

GOAL 
FY 
23 

FY 
24 

FY 
25 

FY 
26 

FY 
27 

CULTURAL 
RESOURCES 

 

Develop, update, 
publicize and maintain 
a Historic Resources 
Inventory  

$50,000 plus 
Staff Time 

County and 
Brooks Historic 
Preservation 
Commission 

Grants 1&2 

  X X  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Develop and maintain 
a Joint Strategic 
Economic 
Development Plan 

Staff Time Brooks County 
Development 
Authority, 
Brooks County, 
Cities of Barwick, 
Morven, Pavo 
and Quitman 

General Fund 2 

X X X X X 

Provide needed 
infrastructure to 
support new and 
expanding industries 
to foster job creation 
and private 
investment. 

$1,000,000 Brooks County, 
Brooks County 
Development 
Authority, Cities 
of Barwick, 
Morven, Pavo 
and Quitman 

Grants 2 

X X X X X 

Develop, market and 
brand the annual 
Skillet Festival 
(October) 

$5,000 

Annually 

Brooks County/ 

Volunteers and 
Staff 

General Fund/ 

Donations/Vendor 
Fees 

2 

X X X X X 

Develop, market, 
brand and facilitate 
the annual Brooks 
County Independence 
Celebration 

$3,000 

Annually 

Brooks County/ 

City of Quitman/ 

Volunteers and 
Staff 

General Fund/ 
City of Quitman/ 

Chamber of 
Commerce/ 

Donations & 

Sponsorships 

2 

X X X X X 

Develop, market, 
brand and facilitate 
the annual Brooks 
County Tree Lighting 
Event (December) 

 

$3,000 

Annually 

Brooks County, 
Staff and 
Volunteers 

General Funds, 
Donations and 
Vendor Fees 

2 

X X X X X 
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PROJECTS 
ESTIMATED 
COST 

RESPONSIBLE 
PARTY 

FUNDING 
SOURCE 

GOAL 
FY 
23 

FY 
24 

FY 
25 

FY 
26 

FY 
27 

Construct a Rail Spur 
in the Industrial Park 

4,000,000 Brooks County 
Development 
Authority 

Grants and 
Development 
Authority General 
Fund 

2 

X X X   

HOUSING  

Partner with SGRC to 
identify substandard 
homes and map them 
and maintain the map 

$1,500 plus 
staff time 

 

Brooks 
County/SGRC  

General Funds 3 X     

LAND USE 

Explore Troupville 
Incorporation with 
Town Hall Meeting 

Staff Time Brooks County General Funds 4 X     

NATURAL RESOURCES 

Purchase property to 
construct county-
owned Public Boat 
Ramp 

$100,000 Brooks County General 
Fund/grants 

1  X X   

COMMUNITY FACILITIES & SERVICES 

Develop a City-County 
Park and Walking Trail 

$18,000 

 

Brooks County Grants/ Loans 5 X X X   

Develop a Parks and 
Recreation Master 
Plan and maintain and 
update as necessary 

$25,000 plus 
Staff Time 

 

Brooks County  

General 
Funds/Grants 

5 X X X X  

Design, construct and 
maintain a non-
motorized trail system 
in populated areas in 
the county footprint 
(bike and pedestrian) 

$50,000 

Staff Time 

Brooks County 

(Administrator 
and Road 
Department) 

General 
Fund/Grants 

5     X 

Design, construct and 
maintain a splash pad 
in a populated county 
district with city 
crossover 

$50,000 Brooks County 

(Administrator 
and Road 
Department) 

General 
Fund/Grants 

5     X 

Design, construct and 
maintain play parks for 
public use and 
reservation by 
fee/scheduling located 
throughout populated 
areas in the county 

$100,000 
each park 

Brooks County 

(Administrator 
and Road 
Department) 

General 
Fund/Grants 

5     X 
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PROJECTS 
ESTIMATED 
COST 

RESPONSIBLE 
PARTY 

FUNDING 
SOURCE 

GOAL 
FY 
23 

FY 
24 

FY 
25 

FY 
26 

FY 
27 

Maintain/support 
ongoing Parks and 
Recreation Plan 

$25,000 Brooks County 

(Administrator 
and Staff) 

General 
Fund/Grants 

5 X X X X X 

Increase County-Wide 
Fire Services to include 
FT paid staff/coverage 
24/7 

 

$200,000 Brooks County 

(Administrator 
and Fire 
Department 
Chief) 

General Funds 5 X     

Purchase Two Fire 
Engines 

$350,000 Brooks County 

(Administrator 
and Fire 
Department 
Chief) 

Grants/Loans 5 X     

Design and construct a 
Brooks County 
Administrative 
Complex/Campus.  
Services to include:  
Administration, Tax 
Commissioner, Tax 
Assessor, Elections, 
EOC/911 Dispatch, 
Health Department 
and Economic 
Development 

 

$4,000,000 Brooks County 

(Administrator 
and Fire 
Department 
Chief) 

General 
Fund/ACCG 
Lending Program 
Loans, Grant/Loan 
Funding 

5  X X   

INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION 

Farmer’s Market 

 

 

 

 

 

$10,000 County General Funds 5 X     

TRANSPORTATION          

Annual LMIG road 
paving projects 

$3,500,000 County Grants 8 X X X X X 

Resurface Roads as 
listed on the County’s 
Project List using 
TSPLOST Funds 

 

$3,500,000 
over a five-
year period 

Brooks County 
(Administrator 
and Road 
Department) 

TSPLOST Funding 8 X X X X X 

EDUCATION, 
HEALTHCARE & 
PUBLIC SAFETY 
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PROJECTS 
ESTIMATED 
COST 

RESPONSIBLE 
PARTY 

FUNDING 
SOURCE 

GOAL 
FY 
23 

FY 
24 

FY 
25 

FY 
26 

FY 
27 

Indigent Care Subsidy 
to Brooks County 
Hospital 

 

$10,000 

Annually 

Brooks County 

(County 
Administrator) 

General Funds 7 X X X X X 

BROADBAND          

Provide adequate 
high-speed broadband 
access for local 
industries, commercial 
businesses, residences 
and community 
facilities 

$1 - $10 
million 

County, City, 
Public Private 
Partnership 

General Funds, 
SPLOST, Grants, 
Private Funding 

9 X X X X X 

Adopt a Broadband 
Ordinance 

Staff Time County General Funds 9 X     

Apply for Broadband-
Ready Certification 

Staff Time County General Funds 9 X     
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10.b City of Barwick 5-Year Community Work Program Update FY2023-2027 
 

PROJECTS 
ESTIMATED 
COST 

RESPONSIBLE 
PARTY 

FUNDING 
SOURCE 

GOAL 

F
Y
2
3  

F
Y 
2
4 

F
Y 
2
5 

F
Y 
2
6 

F
Y 
2
7 

CULTURAL RESOURCES 

Designate a Historic 
Preservation Committee to 
help identify historic district 
and properties and develop a 
historic preservation ordinance 

Staff 
Time/Volun
teers 

City of Barwick General Funds 1 X     

Adopt a Historic Preservation 
Ordinance and Guidelines 

Staff Time City of Barwick General Funds 1  X    

Designate a Historic District Staff Time City of Barwick General Funds 1   X   

Create a monument to the 
Watermelon Capital of the 
World along the center of E. 
Main Street 

$100,000 City of Barwick 
General 
Funds/Grants 

1   X X  

Create a monument with the 
incorporation of Barwick on a 
plaque and a city clock along 
the center of E. Main Street  

$100,000 City of Barwick 
General 
Funds/Grants 

1    X X 

HOUSING  

Neighborhood Revitalization 
of Substandard and 
Dilapidated Housing 

$1,000,000 City of Barwick Grants (CDBG) 3  X    

CHIP Grant Application $400,000 City of Barwick Grants (CHIP) 3  X    

LAND USE  

Develop & adopt land 
development regulations 

staff time City of Barwick General Funds 4 X X X   

 

COMMUNITY FACILITIES & SERVICES 

Develop Internet Hub in old 
Voter Building 

$50,000 City of Barwick General 
Funds/Grants 

5 X X    

Construct Public Restroom in 
Central Park 

$150,000 City of Barwick General 
Funds/Grants 

5   X   

Develop a landscape plan for 
the major rights-of-way in the 
city 

Staff  Time City of Barwick General Funds 5 X     

INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION 

Explore Public Safety (Police) 
Options 

$3,000 City of Barwick General Funds 6 X     
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PROJECTS 
ESTIMATED 
COST 

RESPONSIBLE 
PARTY 

FUNDING 
SOURCE 

GOAL 

F
Y
2
3  

F
Y 
2
4 

F
Y 
2
5 

F
Y 
2
6 

F
Y 
2
7 

Develop Zoning and Permitting 
in City Limits 

$10,000 City of Barwick General Funds 6  X    

TRANSPORTATION          

Develop a sidewalk plan and 
Install sidewalks & walking 
paths throughout the city 
including Low-income 
Neighborhoods 

$20,000 for 
the plan 

City of Barwick CDBG, GDOT  8 X X X   

Install speed lowering devices 
at strategic location in the city 

$15,000 City of Barwick GDOT, grants 8    X  

Bikeability Analysis $10,000 City of Barwick Grants 8  X    

Sidewalk Gap Analysis $5,000 City of Barwick Grants 8  X    

BROADBAND          

Provide adequate high-speed 
broadband access for local 
industries, commercial 
businesses, residences and 
community facilities 

$1 - $10 
million 

City, County, 
Public Private 
Partnership 

General Funds, 
SPLOST, Grants, 
Private Funding 

9 X X X X X 

Adopt a Broadband Ordinance Staff Time City General Funds 9 X     

Apply for Broadband-Ready 
Certification 

Staff Time City General Funds 9 X     
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10.c City of Morven 5-Year Community Work Program Update FY2023-2027  
 

PROJECTS 
ESTIMATED 
COST 

RESPONSIBLE 
PARTY 

FUNDING 
SOURCE 

GOAL 
FY 
23 

FY 
24 

FY 
25 

FY 
26 

FY 
27 

CULTURAL RESOURCES 

Rehabilitate Old Jail roof 
and interior for Historic 
Site for visitors 

$5,000 City of Morven 
Brooks Dev. Auth. 
& General Funds 

1 & 2  X    

Place Old Jail on National 
Register of Historic Places 

$200 City of Morven General Fund 1 & 2  X    

Place City Hall on 
National Register of 
Historic Places 

$200 City of Morven General Fund 1 & 2 X     

Establish Community 
History Museum in City 
Hall 

$1,000 City of Morven 
Grant/General 
Funds 

1 & 2  X X   

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT 

 

Develop a plan for a City-
Owned RV Park with full 
hook-ups 

$1,000 City of Morven General Funds 2  X    

HOUSING  

CDBG Housing 
Rehabilitation 

$1,000,000 City of Morven CDBG Grant 3 X  X  X 

LAND USE  

Adopt a Zoning Ordinance $10,000 City of Morven General Funds 4 X     

Create a Map of Annexed 
ROW 

$100 SGRC General Funds 4 X     

COMMUNITY FACILITIES & SERVICES 

Construction of a new 
Water Tower 

$1,000,000 City of Morven CDBG 
Grant/Loans 

5 & 2     X 

Rehabilitate City Hall 
(Roof & Floors) 

$45,000 City of Morven Grants/General 
Fund/USDA Loan 

5  X X   

Fence Perimeter of Hoyte 
Miller Jr. Memorial 
Recreation Complex 

$25,000 City of Morven General 
Fund/Grants 

5   X   

Refurbish Restroom 
Facilities and add field 
lighting to Hoyte Miller 
Jr. Memorial Recreation 
Complex 

$10,000 City of Morven Grants 5  X    



February 27, 2024  
 - 87 - 
 

PROJECTS 
ESTIMATED 
COST 

RESPONSIBLE 
PARTY 

FUNDING 
SOURCE 

GOAL 
FY 
23 

FY 
24 

FY 
25 

FY 
26 

FY 
27 

Mother’s Park 
Improvements (Electrical 
& grills, etc.) 

$6,000 City of Morven General Fund 5   X   

New Soccer Field 
Complex with Restrooms 
and Fencing 

$15,000 City of Morven Grants 5   X   

TRANSPORTATION          

Repave Hitch Street $65,000 City of Morven LMIG/SPLOST 8 X     

Reconstruct Park Street 
Bridge at Mother’s Park 

$2,000,000 GDOT GDOT 8 X     

EDUCATION, 
HEALTHCARE & PUBLIC 
SAFETY 

         

Purchase New Police 
Interceptor 

$60,000 City of Morven 
General 
Fund/USDA 
Grant/Loan 

7 X     

Purchase New Police 
Interceptor 

$60,000 City of Morven 
General 
Fund/USDA 
Grant/Loan 

7   X   

Purchase New Police 
Interceptor 

$60,000 City of Morven 
General 
Fund/USDA Grant 
Loan 

7     X 

BROADBAND          

Provide adequate high-
speed broadband access 
for local industries, 
commercial businesses, 
residences and 
community facilities 

$1 - $10 
million 

City, County, 
Public Private 
Partnership 

General Funds, 
SPLOST, Grants, 
Private Funding 

9 X X X X X 

Adopt a Broadband 
Ordinance 

Staff Time City General Funds 9 X     

Apply for Broadband-
Ready Certification 

Staff Time City General Funds 9 X     
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10.d City of Pavo 5-Year Community Work Program Update FY2023-2027 
 

PROJECTS 
ESTIMATED 
COST 

RESPONSIBLE 
PARTY 

FUNDING 
SOURCE 

GOAL 
FY 
23 

FY 
24 

FY 
25 

FY 
26 

FY 
27 

CULTURAL RESOURCES 

Designate the old Pavo 
Gym/school building as 
historic property 

Staff Time City of Pavo General Fund 1 X X    

Develop a historic 
resource inventory 

Staff Time City of Pavo General Fund 1 X X    

Designate Local 
Historic District 

$2,000 City of Pavo General Fund 1 X X    

Pavo Market Day 
Festival 

$5,000 City of 
Pavo/Civic Club 

General 
Fund/Grants 

1 & 2 X X X X X 

Purchase new Seasonal 
Decor 

$1,200 City of Pavo General 
Fund/Grants 

1 X     

Purchase lot by Library 
for Parking 

$25,000 City of Pavo General Funds 1 X X    

Develop a Museum for 
the City 

$150,000 City of 
Pavo/Civic Club 

General 
Fund/Grants 

1  X X X   

Paint a colorful 
Peacock on the new 
Water Tower 

$30,000 City of Pavo General 
Fund/Grants 

1 & 2  X X   

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT 

 

Develop a promotion 
campaign to attract 
business in 
coordination with the 
local Chambers of 
Commerce   

Staff Time City of Pavo General Fund 2 X X 

   

Establish a Downtown 
Development Authority 

Staff Time City of Pavo General Fund 2 X X 
   

HOUSING  

Identify Homes and 
Parcels for 
revitalization and infill 
(including Substandard 
and Dilapidated Homes 
and Parcels) 

Staff Time City of Pavo General Fund 3 X X    

CDBG Housing 
Rehabilitation of 
Substandard and 
Dilapidated Homes 

$1,000,000 City of Pavo CDBG Grants 3 X X    

COMMUNITY FACILITIES & SERVICES 
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PROJECTS 
ESTIMATED 
COST 

RESPONSIBLE 
PARTY 

FUNDING 
SOURCE 

GOAL 
FY 
23 

FY 
24 

FY 
25 

FY 
26 

FY 
27 

Develop and operate a 
Senior Citizens Activity 
Program 

$2,000 plus 
staff 
time/volunteers 

City of Pavo General Funds 5 X X X X X 

Develop and operate a 
Youth Activity Program 

$1,500 plus 
staff 
time/volunteers 

City of Pavo General Funds 5 X X X X X 

Construct 
improvements to the 
local Parks 

$10,000 plus 
Staff Time 

 

City of Pavo General 
Funds/Grants 

4 X X     

Issue an RFI to design a 
plan for improvements 
to the Water System 

Staff Time City of Pavo General Funds 5  X X X X X 

Apply for CDBG for 
Water System 
Improvements 

Staff Time City of Pavo 

 
General Funds 5 X X X X X 

Construct Water 
System Improvements 

Staff Time 

 
City of Pavo DCA, EDA, 

Grants 
5 X X X X X 

Sever System 
Feasibility Study 

$1,500 City of Pavo General Fund 2 &5 X X    

Develop a City-wide 
Sewer System 

TBD City of Pavo Grants/Loans 2 & 5 X X X X X 

TRANSPORTATION          

Repave 2-3 Streets 
annually as needed in 
two-block sections 

TBD City of Pavo SPLOST 8 X X X X X 

Sidewalk Repair $4,000 City of Pavo SPLOST/Grants 8 & 5 X X X X  

EDUCATION, 
HEALTHCARE & PUBLIC 
SAFETY 

         

CPR Training Classes for 
the Public 

$3,000 
City of Pavo/Civic 
Club 

General 
Fund/Grants 

7 X X X X X 

BROADBAND          

Provide adequate high-
speed broadband 
access for local 
industries, commercial 
businesses, residences 
and community 
facilities 

$1 - $10 million 
City, County, 
Public Private 
Partnership 

General Funds, 
SPLOST, Grants, 
Private Funding 

9 X X X X X 

Adopt a Broadband 
Ordinance 

Staff Time City General Funds 9 X     

Apply for Broadband-
Ready Certification 

Staff Time City General Funds 9 X     
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10.e City of Quitman 5-Year Community Work Program Update FY2023-2027 
  

PROJECTS 
ESTIMATED 
COST 

RESPONSIBLE 
PARTY 

FUNDING SOURCE GOAL 
FY 
23 

FY 
24 

FY 
25 

FY 
26 

FY 
27 

CULTURAL RESOURCES 

Rehabilitating the three 
City Cemeteries ongoing 

$40,000 City of Quitman General 
Fund/Grants 

1 X X X   

Designate the Local 
Historic District 

$2,000 City of Quitman General Fund 1, 2 & 
4 

X X    

Replace/repair lights on 
buildings Downtown 

$5,000 City of Quitman General Fund 1 & 2 X     

Landscape medians on 
Screven Street and 
other downtown streets 
in need 

$3,000 City of Quitman General Fund 1 X X    

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT 

 

Market the Industrial 
Park 

$2,500 City, Chamber, 
Brooks 
Development 
Authority 

City, Chamber, 
Industrial Auth. 

2 & 5 X X    

Provide needed 
infrastructure to 
support new and 
expanding industries to 
foster job creation and 
private investment. 

$1,000,000 City of Quitman Grants 2   X X X 

HOUSING  

Neighborhood 
Revitalization 

$1,000,000 City of Quitman Grants (CDBG) 3 & 5 X X X X X 

Neighborhood 
Revitalization 

$400,000 City of Quitman Grants (CHIP) 3 & 5 X X X X X 

Apply for PlanFirst 
Designation 

$,1,000 City of Quitman General Fund / Staff 
time 

3 & 5  X    

NATURAL RESOURCES 

Apply for the “Tree City” 
Designation 

Staff Time City of Quitman General Fund 1 & 2 X X X X X 

Apply for Keep Georgia 
Beautiful 

$2,000 City of Quitman Grant 1 & 2 X X X X X 

COMMUNITY FACILITIES & SERVICES 

Develop the property 
behind the Textile Mill 
into a Park 

$75,000 

 

 
City of Quitman 

General Fund 
/Grants/loans 

5  X X   
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PROJECTS 
ESTIMATED 
COST 

RESPONSIBLE 
PARTY 

FUNDING SOURCE GOAL 
FY 
23 

FY 
24 

FY 
25 

FY 
26 

FY 
27 

Rehabilitation of 
Walker Street School 
into a community 
center with meeting 
spaces, a municipal 
auditorium and local 
art center 

$500,000 

 

City of Quitman DCA, One Georgia 

 

Grants/USDA Loan 

5  X X X  

Dig a new City Well $500,000 City of Quitman General Fund 
/Grants 

5    X  

Build a new Fire Station 
East of RR Tracks on 
East Screven 

$500,000 City of Quitman General Fund 
/FEMA 

5     X 

Water Infrastructure 
improvements citywide 
– replace aging and 
undersized water lines 

$200,000 yr. City of Quitman General 
Fund/Grants 

5 & 2 X X X X X 

Rehabilitate City Hall 
Annex at 220 E. Screven 
St. 

$300,000 City of Quitman LOST 5  X    

Construct new Police 
Department 

$1,700,000 City of Quitman General Fund 5 & 7   X X  

Construct new Public 
Works Building 

$2,300,000 City of Quitman General Fund 5 X X    

INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION 

Lower ISO rating with 
the construction of a 
new fire department on 
the east side of town 

$300,000 City of Quitman City Funds/FEMA 6 & 2 X X X   

TRANSPORTATION          

Repair the citywide 
sidewalk network 

$100,000  City of Quitman General Fund /GDOT 8 & 5  X X X  

Street Re-paving 
citywide 

$500,000 City of Quitman 
General Fund 
/Grants 

8 & 5 X X X X X 

Clean Storm Drains 
Citywide and repair as 
necessary 

$500,000 City of Quitman SPLOST 5  X X   

Purchase news Street 
Sweeper 

$325,000 City of Quitman 
General Fund/USDA 
Grant/Loan 

5  X    

EDUCATION, 
HEALTHCARE & PUBLIC 
SAFETY 

         

Purchase three new 
Police Cars annually 

$90,000 City of Quitman 
General Fund/USDA 
Grant/Loan 

7 & 5 X X X X X 
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PROJECTS 
ESTIMATED 
COST 

RESPONSIBLE 
PARTY 

FUNDING SOURCE GOAL 
FY 
23 

FY 
24 

FY 
25 

FY 
26 

FY 
27 

Purchase one new Fire 
Truck 

$750,000 City of Quitman 
General Fund/USDA 
Grant/Loan 

5  X    

BROADBAND          

Provide adequate high-
speed broadband 
access for local 
industries, commercial 
businesses, residences 
and community facilities 

$1 - $10 
million 

City, County, 
Public Private 
Partnership 

General Funds, 
SPLOST, Grants, 
Private Funding 

9 X X X X X 

Adopt a Broadband 
Ordinance 

Staff Time City General Funds 9 X     

Apply for Broadband-
Ready Certification 

Staff Time City General Funds 9 X     

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
Local Government Services Division

County Digest Section
2023 TAX DIGEST CONSOLIDATED SUMMARY

County:BROOKS County #:014 Tax District:BARWICK
Dist #: 05 Assessment %: 040 Tot Parcels:111

AGRICULTURAL
Code Count Acres 40% Value
A1 1 600
A3 0 0 0
A4 2 7 16,320
A5 0 0 0
A6 0 0
A7 0 0 0
A9 0 0 0
AA 0 0
AB 0 0
AF 0 0
AI 0 0
AZ 0 0

BROWNFIELD PROPERTY
Code Count Acres 40% Value

B1 0 0
B3 0 0 0
B4 0 0 0
B5 0 0 0
B6 0 0

COMMERCIAL
Code Count Acres 40% Value
C1 37 316,762
C3 18 4.63 41,654
C4 1 3.3 11,880
C5 0 0 0
C7 0 0 0
C9 0 0 0
CA 0 0
CB 0 0
CF 10 56,572
CI 2 263,799
CP 0 0
CZ 0 0

FLPA FAIR MARKET ASSMT
Code Count Acres 40% Value

F3 0 0 0
F4 0 0 0
F5 0 0 0
F9 0 0 0

Total 0 0 0
HISTORIC

Code Count Acres 40% Value
H1 0 0
H3 0 0 0

INDUSTRIAL

CONSERVATION USE
Code Count Acres 40% Value
V3 0 0 0
V4 3 29.23 44,960
V5 3 68.5 102,520
V6 0 0

ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE
Code Count Acres 40% Value
W3 0 0 0
W4 0 0 0
W5 0 0 0

PROPERTY EXEMPTIONS
Code Count M&O Bond
SA 0 0 0
SB 0 0 0
SF 0 0 0
SH 0 0 0
SJ 0 0 0
SP 11 12,452 12,452
SN 0 0 0
ST 0 0 0
SV 6 114,944 114,944
SW 0 0 0
SX 0 0 0

STATE HOMESTEAD EXEMPTIONS
S1 15 30,000 30,000
S3 0 0 0
S4 6 24,000 60,000
S5 0 0 0
S6 0 0 0
S7 0 0 0
S8 0 0 0
S9 0 0 0
SC 2 4,000 4,000
SD 0 0 0
SE 0 0 0
SG 0 0 0
SS 0 0 0

LOCAL HOMESTEAD EXEMPTIONS
L1 0 0 0
L2 0 0 0
L3 0 0 0
L4 0 0 0
L5 0 0 0
L6 0 0 0
L7 0 0 0
L8 0 0 0
L9 0 0 0



Code Count Acres 40% Value
I1 0 0
I3 0 0 0
I4 0 0 0
I5 0 0 0
I7 0 0 0
I9 0 0 0
IA 0 0
IB 0 0
IF 0 0
II 0 0
IP 0 0
IZ 0 0

FOREST LAND CONSERVATION USE
Code Count Acres 40% Value

J3 0 0 0
J4 0 0 0
J5 0 0 0
J9 0 0 0

PREFERENTIAL
Code Count Acres 40% Value

P3 0 0 0
P4 0 0 0
P5 0 0 0
P6 0 0
P7 0 0 0
P9 0 0 0

QUALIFIED TIMBERLAND
Code Count Acres 40% Value
Q4
Q5

RESIDENTIAL
Code Count Acres 40% Value
R1 196 1,995,686
R3 70 56.19 334,368
R4 11 31.6 115,480
R5 0 0 0
R6 0 0
R7 0 0 0
R9 0 0 0
RA 0 0
RB 5 6,730
RF 0 0
RI 0 0
RZ 0 0
RESIDENTIAL TRANSITIONAL

Code Count Acres 40% Value
T1 0 0
T3 0 0 0
T4 0 0 0

UTILITY
Code Count Acres 40% Value
U1 0 0

TOTAL 40 185,396 221,396
EXEMPT PROPERTY

Code Count 40% Value
E0 0 0
E1 6 88,800
E2 5 237,640
E3 0 0
E4 0 0
E5 0 0
E6 0 0
E7 0 0
E8 0 0
E9 0 0

TOTAL 11 326,440
SUMMARY

Code Count Acres 40% Value
Agricultural 3 7 16,920

Brownfield Property 0 0 0
Commercial 68 7.93 690,667

Historical 0 0 0
Industrial 0 0 0

Forest Land Cons Use 0 0 0
Preferential 0 0 0

Qualified Timberland
Residential 282 87.79 2,452,264

Residential Transitional 0 0 0
Utility 4 0 187,383

Conservation Use 6 97.73 147,480
Environmentally Sensitive 0 0 0

Motor Vehicle 51 47,620
Mobile Home 11 86,377
Timber 100% 0 0 0

Heavy Equipment 0 0
Gross Digest 425 200.45 3,628,711

Exemptions Bond 221,396
Net Bond Digest 3,407,315

Gross Digest 425 200.45 3,628,711
Exemptions-M&O 185,396

Net M&O Digest 3,443,315
TAX LEVIED

TYPE ASSESSED VALUE MILLAGE TAX
M & O 3,443,315 10.306 35,486.80
BOND 3,407,315



U2 3 0 185,607
U3 1 0 1,776
U4 0 0 0
U5 0 0 0
U7 0 0 0
U9 0 0 0
UA 0 0
UB 0 0
UF 0 0
UZ 0 0



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
Local Government Services Division

County Digest Section
2023 TAX DIGEST CONSOLIDATED SUMMARY

County:BROOKS County #:014 Tax District:BROOKS COUNTY
Dist #: 00 Assessment %: 040 Tot Parcels:9668

AGRICULTURAL
Code Count Acres 40% Value
A1 5,203 65,118,306
A3 0 0 0
A4 222 790.94 1,592,116
A5 980 18,975.88 28,660,692
A6 921 4,304,154
A7 0 0 0
A9 0 0 0
AA 5 403,040
AB 30 78,728
AF 2 911
AI 2 412
AZ 0 0

BROWNFIELD PROPERTY
Code Count Acres 40% Value

B1 0 0
B3 0 0 0
B4 0 0 0
B5 0 0 0
B6 0 0

COMMERCIAL
Code Count Acres 40% Value
C1 1,035 22,345,921
C3 332 167.63 3,087,144
C4 67 336.71 2,240,683
C5 10 502.15 1,883,720
C7 0 0 0
C9 0 0 0
CA 2 67,920
CB 10 11,013
CF 464 10,933,331
CI 149 7,627,388
CP 3 4,331,231
CZ 0 0

FLPA FAIR MARKET ASSMT
Code Count Acres 40% Value

F3 0 0 0
F4 6 48.07 47,320
F5 176 91,722.96 97,320,480
F9 0 0 0

Total 182 91,771.03 97,367,800
HISTORIC

Code Count Acres 40% Value
H1 0 0
H3 0 0 0

INDUSTRIAL

CONSERVATION USE
Code Count Acres 40% Value
V3 0 0 0
V4 309 2,774.94 4,976,462
V5 1,606 174,422.99 263,095,850
V6 879 4,561,225

ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE
Code Count Acres 40% Value
W3 0 0 0
W4 0 0 0
W5 0 0 0

PROPERTY EXEMPTIONS
Code Count M&O Bond
SA 14 1,025,583 0
SB 0 0 0
SF 5 6,177,831 0
SH 0 0 0
SJ 182 81,253,031 0
SP 885 819,651 0
SN 159 0 0
ST 0 0 0
SV 1,914 212,475,707 0
SW 0 0 0
SX 0 0 0

STATE HOMESTEAD EXEMPTIONS
S1 1,906 3,811,862 0
S3 16 32,000 0
S4 710 2,840,000 0
S5 65 4,195,241 0
S6 0 0 0
S7 0 0 0
S8 0 0 0
S9 0 0 0
SC 172 344,000 0
SD 40 2,441,668 0
SE 4 248,664 0
SG 0 0 0
SS 4 185,541 0

LOCAL HOMESTEAD EXEMPTIONS
L1 0 0 0
L2 0 0 0
L3 0 0 0
L4 0 0 0
L5 0 0 0
L6 0 0 0
L7 0 0 0
L8 0 0 0
L9 0 0 0



Code Count Acres 40% Value
I1 114 7,346,251
I3 1 1 6,000
I4 17 114.67 568,564
I5 11 3,293.6 3,584,578
I7 0 0 0
I9 0 0 0
IA 0 0
IB 0 0
IF 11 39,394,346
II 6 1,038,500
IP 2 1,882,240
IZ 0 0

FOREST LAND CONSERVATION USE
Code Count Acres 40% Value

J3 0 0 0
J4 6 48.07 49,680
J5 176 91,722.96 102,215,960
J9 0 0 0

PREFERENTIAL
Code Count Acres 40% Value

P3 0 0 0
P4 4 35.73 57,240
P5 10 2,395.89 3,921,920
P6 20 279,140
P7 0 0 0
P9 0 0 0

QUALIFIED TIMBERLAND
Code Count Acres 40% Value
Q4
Q5

RESIDENTIAL
Code Count Acres 40% Value
R1 15,147 183,278,371
R3 3,424 2,053.62 15,352,730
R4 3,142 11,521.04 30,968,936
R5 1 0.9 3,080
R6 0 0
R7 0 0 0
R9 0 0 0
RA 4 59,100
RB 811 1,615,423
RF 1 320
RI 1 1,219
RZ 0 0

RESIDENTIAL TRANSITIONAL
Code Count Acres 40% Value

T1 0 0
T3 0 0 0
T4 0 0 0

UTILITY
Code Count Acres 40% Value
U1 3 15,536

TOTAL 6,076 315,850,779 0
EXEMPT PROPERTY

Code Count 40% Value
E0 27 5,636,400
E1 475 105,128,979
E2 417 12,463,187
E3 90 2,001,950
E4 68 400,744
E5 12 1,214,136
E6 81 13,303,732
E7 1 5,208,005
E8 1 1,479,391
E9 0 0

TOTAL 1,172 146,836,524
SUMMARY

Code Count Acres 40% Value
Agricultural 7,365 19,766.82 100,158,359

Brownfield Property 0 0 0
Commercial 2,072 1,006.49 52,528,351

Historical 0 0 0
Industrial 162 3,409.27 53,820,479

Forest Land Cons Use 182 91,771.03 102,265,640
Preferential 34 2,431.62 4,258,300

Qualified Timberland
Residential 22,531 13,575.56 231,279,179

Residential Transitional 0 0 0
Utility 38 0 51,087,577

Conservation Use 2,794 177,197.93 272,633,537
Environmentally Sensitive 0 0 0

Motor Vehicle 6,525 6,740,260
Mobile Home 1,666 14,261,848
Timber 100% 100 14,339 6,700,664

Heavy Equipment 0 0
Gross Digest 43,469 323,497.72 895,734,194

Exemptions Bond 0
Net Bond Digest 895,734,194

Gross Digest 43,469 323,497.72 895,734,194
Exemptions-M&O 315,850,779

Net M&O Digest 579,883,415
TAX LEVIED

TYPE ASSESSED VALUE MILLAGE TAX
M & O 579,883,415
BOND 895,734,194



U2 31 0 51,066,113
U3 3 0 5,736
U4 1 0 192
U5 0 0 0
U7 0 0 0
U9 0 0 0
UA 0 0
UB 0 0
UF 0 0
UZ 0 0



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
Local Government Services Division

County Digest Section
2023 TAX DIGEST CONSOLIDATED SUMMARY

County:BROOKS County #:014 Tax District:MORVEN
Dist #: 10 Assessment %: 040 Tot Parcels:318

AGRICULTURAL
Code Count Acres 40% Value
A1 11 48,800
A3 0 0 0
A4 2 2 3,360
A5 4 185.04 328,640
A6 0 0
A7 0 0 0
A9 0 0 0
AA 0 0
AB 0 0
AF 0 0
AI 0 0
AZ 0 0

BROWNFIELD PROPERTY
Code Count Acres 40% Value

B1 0 0
B3 0 0 0
B4 0 0 0
B5 0 0 0
B6 0 0

COMMERCIAL
Code Count Acres 40% Value
C1 71 857,598
C3 29 14.49 123,390
C4 5 15.42 53,600
C5 0 0 0
C7 0 0 0
C9 0 0 0
CA 0 0
CB 1 3,495
CF 31 166,383
CI 11 134,260
CP 0 0
CZ 0 0

FLPA FAIR MARKET ASSMT
Code Count Acres 40% Value

F3 0 0 0
F4 0 0 0
F5 0 0 0
F9 0 0 0

Total 0 0 0
HISTORIC

Code Count Acres 40% Value
H1 0 0
H3 0 0 0

INDUSTRIAL

CONSERVATION USE
Code Count Acres 40% Value
V3 0 0 0
V4 8 47.24 81,548
V5 12 490.15 1,014,680
V6 11 34,324

ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE
Code Count Acres 40% Value
W3 0 0 0
W4 0 0 0
W5 0 0 0

PROPERTY EXEMPTIONS
Code Count M&O Bond
SA 0 0 0
SB 0 0 0
SF 0 0 0
SH 0 0 0
SJ 0 0 0
SP 29 28,534 0
SN 0 0 0
ST 0 0 0
SV 20 878,249 0
SW 0 0 0
SX 0 0 0

STATE HOMESTEAD EXEMPTIONS
S1 0 0 0
S3 0 0 0
S4 0 0 0
S5 1 57,560 0
S6 0 0 0
S7 0 0 0
S8 0 0 0
S9 0 0 0
SC 0 0 0
SD 0 0 0
SE 0 0 0
SG 0 0 0
SS 0 0 0

LOCAL HOMESTEAD EXEMPTIONS
L1 0 0 0
L2 0 0 0
L3 0 0 0
L4 0 0 0
L5 0 0 0
L6 0 0 0
L7 0 0 0
L8 0 0 0
L9 0 0 0



Code Count Acres 40% Value
I1 0 0
I3 0 0 0
I4 0 0 0
I5 0 0 0
I7 0 0 0
I9 0 0 0
IA 0 0
IB 0 0
IF 0 0
II 0 0
IP 0 0
IZ 0 0

FOREST LAND CONSERVATION USE
Code Count Acres 40% Value

J3 0 0 0
J4 0 0 0
J5 0 0 0
J9 0 0 0

PREFERENTIAL
Code Count Acres 40% Value

P3 0 0 0
P4 0 0 0
P5 0 0 0
P6 0 0
P7 0 0 0
P9 0 0 0

QUALIFIED TIMBERLAND
Code Count Acres 40% Value
Q4
Q5

RESIDENTIAL
Code Count Acres 40% Value
R1 455 3,908,736
R3 205 107.63 632,052
R4 51 149.48 433,894
R5 0 0 0
R6 0 0
R7 0 0 0
R9 0 0 0
RA 0 0
RB 22 27,615
RF 0 0
RI 0 0
RZ 0 0

RESIDENTIAL TRANSITIONAL
Code Count Acres 40% Value

T1 0 0
T3 0 0 0
T4 0 0 0

UTILITY
Code Count Acres 40% Value
U1 0 0

TOTAL 50 964,343 0
EXEMPT PROPERTY

Code Count 40% Value
E0 0 0
E1 37 564,176
E2 22 573,596
E3 2 19,920
E4 0 0
E5 0 0
E6 0 0
E7 0 0
E8 0 0
E9 0 0

TOTAL 61 1,157,692
SUMMARY

Code Count Acres 40% Value
Agricultural 17 187.04 380,800

Brownfield Property 0 0 0
Commercial 148 29.91 1,338,726

Historical 0 0 0
Industrial 0 0 0

Forest Land Cons Use 0 0 0
Preferential 0 0 0

Qualified Timberland
Residential 733 257.11 5,002,297

Residential Transitional 0 0 0
Utility 4 0 492,531

Conservation Use 31 537.39 1,130,552
Environmentally Sensitive 0 0 0

Motor Vehicle 126 94,130
Mobile Home 73 414,055
Timber 100% 0 0 0

Heavy Equipment 0 0
Gross Digest 1,132 1,011.45 8,853,091

Exemptions Bond 0
Net Bond Digest 8,853,091

Gross Digest 1,132 1,011.45 8,853,091
Exemptions-M&O 964,343

Net M&O Digest 7,888,748
TAX LEVIED

TYPE ASSESSED VALUE MILLAGE TAX
M & O 7,888,748 10.148 80,055.01
BOND 8,853,091



U2 4 0 492,531
U3 0 0 0
U4 0 0 0
U5 0 0 0
U7 0 0 0
U9 0 0 0
UA 0 0
UB 0 0
UF 0 0
UZ 0 0



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
Local Government Services Division

County Digest Section
2023 TAX DIGEST CONSOLIDATED SUMMARY

County:BROOKS County #:014 Tax District:PAVO
Dist #: 15 Assessment %: 040 Tot Parcels:170

AGRICULTURAL
Code Count Acres 40% Value
A1 15 177,104
A3 0 0 0
A4 2 1.32 3,360
A5 3 70.79 127,760
A6 0 0
A7 0 0 0
A9 0 0 0
AA 0 0
AB 0 0
AF 0 0
AI 0 0
AZ 0 0

BROWNFIELD PROPERTY
Code Count Acres 40% Value

B1 0 0
B3 0 0 0
B4 0 0 0
B5 0 0 0
B6 0 0

COMMERCIAL
Code Count Acres 40% Value
C1 22 227,320
C3 9 7.18 51,400
C4 2 9.52 37,040
C5 0 0 0
C7 0 0 0
C9 0 0 0
CA 0 0
CB 0 0
CF 8 67,469
CI 3 46,098
CP 0 0
CZ 0 0

FLPA FAIR MARKET ASSMT
Code Count Acres 40% Value

F3 0 0 0
F4 0 0 0
F5 0 0 0
F9 0 0 0

Total 0 0 0
HISTORIC

Code Count Acres 40% Value
H1 0 0
H3 0 0 0

INDUSTRIAL

CONSERVATION USE
Code Count Acres 40% Value
V3 0 0 0
V4 5 24.54 31,160
V5 4 230.31 367,160
V6 2 2,320

ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE
Code Count Acres 40% Value
W3 0 0 0
W4 0 0 0
W5 0 0 0

PROPERTY EXEMPTIONS
Code Count M&O Bond
SA 0 0 0
SB 0 0 0
SF 0 0 0
SH 0 0 0
SJ 0 0 0
SP 18 18,424 18,424
SN 0 0 0
ST 0 0 0
SV 9 312,570 312,570
SW 0 0 0
SX 0 0 0

STATE HOMESTEAD EXEMPTIONS
S1 27 54,000 54,000
S3 1 2,000 10,000
S4 19 76,000 183,113
S5 2 101,296 101,296
S6 0 0 0
S7 0 0 0
S8 0 0 0
S9 0 0 0
SC 1 2,000 2,000
SD 1 43,292 43,292
SE 0 0 0
SG 0 0 0
SS 0 0 0

LOCAL HOMESTEAD EXEMPTIONS
L1 0 0 0
L2 0 0 0
L3 0 0 0
L4 0 0 0
L5 0 0 0
L6 0 0 0
L7 0 0 0
L8 0 0 0
L9 0 0 0



Code Count Acres 40% Value
I1 0 0
I3 0 0 0
I4 0 0 0
I5 0 0 0
I7 0 0 0
I9 0 0 0
IA 0 0
IB 0 0
IF 0 0
II 0 0
IP 0 0
IZ 0 0

FOREST LAND CONSERVATION USE
Code Count Acres 40% Value

J3 0 0 0
J4 0 0 0
J5 0 0 0
J9 0 0 0

PREFERENTIAL
Code Count Acres 40% Value

P3 0 0 0
P4 0 0 0
P5 0 0 0
P6 0 0
P7 0 0 0
P9 0 0 0

QUALIFIED TIMBERLAND
Code Count Acres 40% Value
Q4
Q5

RESIDENTIAL
Code Count Acres 40% Value
R1 289 2,042,154
R3 105 57.88 437,120
R4 39 109.14 318,440
R5 0 0 0
R6 0 0
R7 0 0 0
R9 0 0 0
RA 0 0
RB 20 43,387
RF 0 0
RI 0 0
RZ 0 0

RESIDENTIAL TRANSITIONAL
Code Count Acres 40% Value

T1 0 0
T3 0 0 0
T4 0 0 0

UTILITY
Code Count Acres 40% Value
U1 0 0

TOTAL 78 609,582 724,695
EXEMPT PROPERTY

Code Count 40% Value
E0 0 0
E1 0 0
E2 6 193,360
E3 2 30,680
E4 0 0
E5 0 0
E6 0 0
E7 0 0
E8 0 0
E9 0 0

TOTAL 8 224,040
SUMMARY

Code Count Acres 40% Value
Agricultural 20 72.11 308,224

Brownfield Property 0 0 0
Commercial 44 16.7 429,327

Historical 0 0 0
Industrial 0 0 0

Forest Land Cons Use 0 0 0
Preferential 0 0 0

Qualified Timberland
Residential 453 167.02 2,841,101

Residential Transitional 0 0 0
Utility 3 0 129,448

Conservation Use 11 254.85 400,640
Environmentally Sensitive 0 0 0

Motor Vehicle 60 96,400
Mobile Home 41 245,799
Timber 100% 0 0 0

Heavy Equipment 0 0
Gross Digest 632 510.68 4,450,939

Exemptions Bond 724,695
Net Bond Digest 3,726,244

Gross Digest 632 510.68 4,450,939
Exemptions-M&O 609,582

Net M&O Digest 3,841,357
TAX LEVIED

TYPE ASSESSED VALUE MILLAGE TAX
M & O 3,841,357 12.400 47,632.83
BOND 3,726,244 .000 0.00



U2 2 0 126,448
U3 1 0 3,000
U4 0 0 0
U5 0 0 0
U7 0 0 0
U9 0 0 0
UA 0 0
UB 0 0
UF 0 0
UZ 0 0



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
Local Government Services Division

County Digest Section
2023 TAX DIGEST CONSOLIDATED SUMMARY

County:BROOKS County #:014 Tax District:QUITMAN
Dist #: 20 Assessment %: 040 Tot Parcels:2119

AGRICULTURAL
Code Count Acres 40% Value
A1 12 173,480
A3 0 0 0
A4 1 3.42 12,160
A5 10 194.33 246,000
A6 0 0
A7 0 0 0
A9 0 0 0
AA 0 0
AB 0 0
AF 0 0
AI 0 0
AZ 0 0

BROWNFIELD PROPERTY
Code Count Acres 40% Value

B1 0 0
B3 0 0 0
B4 0 0 0
B5 0 0 0
B6 0 0

COMMERCIAL
Code Count Acres 40% Value
C1 581 12,572,241
C3 214 98.48 2,398,116
C4 19 91.85 648,640
C5 1 16.48 54,880
C7 0 0 0
C9 0 0 0
CA 0 0
CB 2 681
CF 210 5,323,559
CI 87 5,198,834
CP 1 85,530
CZ 0 0

FLPA FAIR MARKET ASSMT
Code Count Acres 40% Value

F3 0 0 0
F4 0 0 0
F5 0 0 0
F9 0 0 0

Total 0 0 0
HISTORIC

Code Count Acres 40% Value
H1 0 0
H3 0 0 0

INDUSTRIAL

CONSERVATION USE
Code Count Acres 40% Value
V3 0 0 0
V4 4 8.47 13,800
V5 4 141.82 217,880
V6 0 0

ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE
Code Count Acres 40% Value
W3 0 0 0
W4 0 0 0
W5 0 0 0

PROPERTY EXEMPTIONS
Code Count M&O Bond
SA 1 61,080 0
SB 0 0 0
SF 2 221,934 0
SH 0 0 0
SJ 0 0 0
SP 177 165,572 0
SN 0 0 0
ST 0 0 0
SV 8 180,430 0
SW 0 0 0
SX 0 0 0

STATE HOMESTEAD EXEMPTIONS
S1 0 0 0
S3 0 0 0
S4 0 0 0
S5 11 492,608 0
S6 0 0 0
S7 0 0 0
S8 0 0 0
S9 0 0 0
SC 0 0 0
SD 3 122,972 0
SE 1 16,668 0
SG 0 0 0
SS 1 109,986 0

LOCAL HOMESTEAD EXEMPTIONS
L1 0 0 0
L2 0 0 0
L3 0 0 0
L4 0 0 0
L5 0 0 0
L6 0 0 0
L7 0 0 0
L8 0 0 0
L9 0 0 0



Code Count Acres 40% Value
I1 39 1,371,491
I3 1 1 6,000
I4 12 68.43 435,844
I5 3 160.46 659,760
I7 0 0 0
I9 0 0 0
IA 0 0
IB 0 0
IF 4 2,841,035
II 2 7,472
IP 1 172,044
IZ 0 0

FOREST LAND CONSERVATION USE
Code Count Acres 40% Value

J3 0 0 0
J4 0 0 0
J5 0 0 0
J9 0 0 0

PREFERENTIAL
Code Count Acres 40% Value

P3 0 0 0
P4 0 0 0
P5 1 160.25 244,320
P6 0 0
P7 0 0 0
P9 0 0 0

QUALIFIED TIMBERLAND
Code Count Acres 40% Value
Q4
Q5

RESIDENTIAL
Code Count Acres 40% Value
R1 2,700 43,270,607
R3 1,783 663.68 4,707,019
R4 55 183.53 462,840
R5 0 0 0
R6 0 0
R7 0 0 0
R9 0 0 0
RA 0 0
RB 96 223,827
RF 0 0
RI 1 1,219
RZ 0 0

RESIDENTIAL TRANSITIONAL
Code Count Acres 40% Value

T1 0 0
T3 0 0 0
T4 0 0 0

UTILITY
Code Count Acres 40% Value
U1 1 648

TOTAL 204 1,371,250 0
EXEMPT PROPERTY

Code Count 40% Value
E0 26 5,616,080
E1 316 14,642,826
E2 137 5,419,748
E3 12 280,800
E4 3 115,160
E5 12 1,214,136
E6 46 10,966,960
E7 0 0
E8 0 0
E9 0 0

TOTAL 552 38,255,710
SUMMARY

Code Count Acres 40% Value
Agricultural 23 197.75 431,640

Brownfield Property 0 0 0
Commercial 1,115 206.81 26,282,481

Historical 0 0 0
Industrial 62 229.89 5,493,646

Forest Land Cons Use 0 0 0
Preferential 1 160.25 244,320

Qualified Timberland
Residential 4,635 847.21 48,665,512

Residential Transitional 0 0 0
Utility 8 0 1,147,192

Conservation Use 8 150.29 231,680
Environmentally Sensitive 0 0 0

Motor Vehicle 759 730,430
Mobile Home 99 862,797
Timber 100% 0 0 0

Heavy Equipment 0 0
Gross Digest 6,710 1,792.2 84,089,698

Exemptions Bond 0
Net Bond Digest 84,089,698

Gross Digest 6,710 1,792.2 84,089,698
Exemptions-M&O 1,371,250

Net M&O Digest 82,718,448
TAX LEVIED

TYPE ASSESSED VALUE MILLAGE TAX
M & O 82,718,448 5.480 453,297.10
BOND 84,089,698 .000 0.00



U2 7 0 1,146,544
U3 0 0 0
U4 0 0 0
U5 0 0 0
U7 0 0 0
U9 0 0 0
UA 0 0
UB 0 0
UF 0 0
UZ 0 0
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Executive Summary 

 
The extreme weather conditions that are conducive to wildfire disasters (usually a 

combination of extended drought, low humidity and high winds) occur in this area of Georgia 

every 10-15 years. This is not a regular event, but, the number of homes that have been built 

in or adjacent to forested or wildland areas, can turn a wildfire under these weather conditions 

into a major disaster. Wildfires move fast and can quickly overwhelm the resources of even 

the best equipped fire department. Advance planning can save lives, homes and businesses. 

 
This Community Wildfire Protection Plan includes an evaluation of the wildland fire 

susceptibility of wildland/urban interface "communities-at-risk", an analysis of fire service 

resources and training and an Action Plan to address the increasing threat of wildfire. The 

CWPP does not obligate the county financially in any way, but instead, lays a foundation for 

improved emergency response if and when grant funding is available to the County. 

 
The plan will: 

 
• Enhance public safety 

• Improve community sustainability 

• Protect ecosystem health 

• Raise public awareness of wildfire hazards and wildfire risk 

• Educate landowners on how to reduce home ignitability 

• Build and improve collaboration at multiple levels 
 

This Community Wildfire Protection Plan is provided at no cost to the County and can be very 

important for County applications for hazard mitigation grants through the National Fire Plan, 

FEMA mitigation grants, and others. Under the Healthy Forest Restoration Act (HFRA) of 2003, 

communities (counties) that seek grants from the federal government for hazardous fuels 

reduction work are required to prepare a Community Wildfire Protection Plan. 

 
The public does not have to fall victim to this type of disaster. Homes (and communities) can 

be designed, built and maintained to withstand a wildfire even in the absence of fire engines 

and firefighters on the scene. It takes planning and commitment at the community level 

BEFORE the wildfire disaster occurs --- and that is what the Community Wildfire Protection 

Plan is all about. 
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                 Date_____I. WILDLAND/URBAN INTERFACE FIRE DISASTERS 
 

Fire influenced and defined the landscape we call the United States, well before the 

arrival of the first Europeans. Scientists, in fact, think that fires started by lightning or 

Native Americans occurred over most of the Southeast every 3 to 7 years. These were 

typically low intensity fires (because of their frequency) which kept the forests open and 

"park-like" in appearance and prevented heavy accumulations of dense underbrush. 

When communities became well established across the South, wildfires began to impact 

public safety and had to be controlled. State forestry agencies became established 

between 1915 and 1928 and the landscape was generally segregated into communities 

(or human habitations) and natural or wildland areas. 

 
In the mid 1980's, following a new wave of development in what was previously forest 

or wildland areas, agencies across the country became aware of an increasingly 

common phenomena - wildfires were more and more frequently impacting 

communities. In 1985, a milestone year, over 1400 homes nationwide were lost to 

wildfire. The catastrophes became known as wildland/urban interface fires and occur 

when the fuel feeding the fire changes from natural vegetation (trees, shrubs and 

herbs) and begins to include manmade structures (homes, outbuildings and vehicles). 

Wildland/urban interface fires can occur anywhere in the United States and can 

become major disasters when associated with extremes in weather (extended 

droughts, high winds and low relative humidity). 

 
The public does not have to fall victim to this type of disaster. Homes (and 

communities) can be designed, built and maintained to withstand a wildfire even in the 

absence of fire engines and firefighters on the scene. But, it takes planning and 

commitment at the community level BEFORE a wildfire disaster occurs. 

 
CWPP CORE COMMITTEE 

 

The development of this plan was a collaborative effort for the people of Brooks County. 

The individuals listed below made up the "CWPP Core Committee" and are responsible 

for much of the plan content. 

 
CWPP Core Committee/Fire Chiefs 

 

Tommy Kerr Station #1 Pineview VFD  

Wesley Lyles Station # 4 East Brooks VFD 

Steven Smith Station #5 Morven VFD  

Ralph Manning Station # 7 Tallokas VFD 

James Bracher Station #8 Dixie VFD 

Kenny Humphres Station #9 Sand Hill VFD  



5 

[Type text] 
 

 

Jordan Smith (County Fire Chief) Station #10 Jackson Rd VFD 

David Crosby Station # 11 Central VFD  

Tom Eggers Station # 12 Barney VFD  

 

 

Georgia Forestry Commission Representatives 

 

Chief Ranger/Forester Technician, Kenneth Lee Weaver 

CWPP Program Specialist, Jim Harrell (Initial Plan 2010) 

                  Wildfire Prevention Specialist, Beryl Budd (Revised Plan 2018)

 

Meeting Dates 

 

Initial Core Committee Meeting: July 27, 2010 

Follow-Up Meeting #1: September 20, 2010 

Follow-Up Meeting #2: May 16, 2011 
 
 

The CWPP Core Committee contributed to the CWPP development by: 

 

Initiation 

 
Risk Assessment 

Fuels Reduction 

Structure lgnitability 

 
Emergency Response  

 

Education 

Agreed on the need to develop a Community Wildfire Protection 

Plan Assessed the wildfire hazard of "at risk" communities. 

     Identified and prioritized areas for fuel treatment projects. 

 
Identified strategies for reducing the ignitability of structures      

within the wildland/urban interface. 

Updated and improved strategies for coordinated wildland fire 
response. 

 
Outlined a public education initiative to increase citizen awareness 

of residential wildfire protection (Firewise Communities Program). 
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II. OBJECTIVE OF THE CWPP 

 
The Wildland/Urban Interface is the presence of structures in locations in which the authority 

having jurisdiction (AHJ) determines that topographical features, vegetation, fuel types, local 

weather conditions and prevailing winds result in the potential for ignition of the structures 

within the area from flames and firebrands from a wildland fire(NFPA 1144, 2008 edition). 

 
The objective of this Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) is to improve public safety 

and reduce structural losses from wildfire in wildland/urban interface areas of Brooks 

County. 

 
There are three generally accepted types of interface areas: 

 
1. "Boundary'' wildland/urban interface areas are characterized by development 

where groups of homes, subdivisions or other structures create a distinct and easily 

identified border with public or private wildlands, forests or parks. 

 
2. "Intermix" wildland/urban interface areas are places where parcels of improved 

property and/or structures are scattered and interspersed within wildlands, forests or parks. 

Frequently, this is a subdivision that is not yet "built-out" with many undeveloped lots 

interspersed among occupied homes. 

 
3. "Island" wildland/urban interface (also called "occluded interface") are typically very 

small pockets of wildland or natural areas surrounded by development or even situated within 

an incorporated area. A park or greenspace within a city is an example of an island interface 

area. 

 
This CWPP will provide Brooks County with an evaluation of the wildland fire susceptibility 

of wildland/urban interface "communities-at-risk" and can be a valuable guide and action plan 

to address the increasing threat of wildfire. The plan will: 

 
• Enhance public safety 

• Improve community sustainability 

• Protect ecosystem health 

• Raise public awareness of wildfire hazards and wildfire risk 

• Educate landowners on how to reduce home ignitability 

• Build and improve collaboration at multiple levels 
 

This Community Wildfire Protection Plan will be very important to Brooks County applications 

for hazard mitigation grants through the National Fire Plan, FEMA mitigation grants, and 

others. Under the Healthy Forest Restoration Act (HFRA) of 2003, communities (counties) 

that seek grants from the federal government for hazardous fuels reduction work are 

required to prepare a Community Wildfire Protection Plan. 
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The minimum requirements for a Community Wildfire Protection Plan as described in the HFRA are: 

 
• Collaboration: A Community Wildfire Protection Plan must be collaboratively 

developed by local and state government representatives, in consultation with 

federal agencies and other interested parties. 

• Prioritized Fuel Reduction: A Community Wildfire Protection Plan must identify and 

prioritize areas for hazardous fuel reduction treatments and recommend the types 

and methods of treatment that will protect one or more at-risk communities and 

essential infrastructure. 

• Treatment of Structural ignitability: A Community Wildfire Protection Plan must 

recommend measures that homeowners and communities can take to reduce the 

ignitability of structures throughout the area addressed by the plan. 

 
 

 

This plan should be looked at as a working document (i.e.; a guide) for local, state and federal 

agencies to reach common wildfire protection goals. A CWPP committee should meet on a 

continuing basis from year to  year to  review accomplishments, discuss impediments, revise 

outdated portions of the CWPP and develop new, meaningful wildfire protection goals for 

Brooks County.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

W 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wildland Urban 

Interface (WUI) is 

described as the 

area where 

structures and 

other human 

improvements 

meet and 

intermingle with 

undeveloped 

wildland or 

vegetative fuels. 
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  III. COMMUNITY & WILDFIRE HISTORY      
 

Located just west of Valdosta in southwest Georgia, on the Florida border, Brooks is a 

county of moss-laden oaks and a long and honored history. 

In 1818 U.S. President Andrew Jackson made a treaty with the 

Spanish and the Native Americans and claimed the land that is 

now Brooks County for the United States. Settlers later came 

down the Coffee Road from middle Georgia in their covered 

wagons, ox-drawn carts, and buggies. These early settlers had 

three things uppermost in their minds: religion, education, 

and agriculture. Roads were projected to run from the 

courthouse to each part of the county. 

 
Brooks County Courthouse 

  

 

Founded on December 11, 1858, Brooks County was created 

from portions of Lowndes and Thomas counties. The 494-

square-mile county was named for Preston S. Brooks of South 

Carolina, an extremely popular young legislator known for his 

intensely southern sentiments and his zealous defense of 

southern rights. In 1853 Brooks was elected to Congress as a 

States' Rights Democrat and served until his death four years 

later, at the age of thirty-eight. A year later the Georgia legislature showed their 

appreciation of him by naming a county for him. 

The largest town in Brooks County, Quitman, was named the county seat.  

 

The first courthouse, a small, temporary building, opened in 1859. A permanent edifice 

was begun in the same year, but the Civil War (1861-65) delayed its construction. That 

courthouse, completed in 1864, is still in use today, although it has undergone 

remodeling and modernizing. Quitman is known as the Camellia 

City because of the plants grown there, and also because Betty 

Sheffield, developer of the well-known camellia variety of the 

same name, was a longtime resident. Other small towns in the 

county include Barney (famous for its peaches), Barwick, 

Morven, and Pavo. 

According to the 2010 U.S. census, the population of Brooks 

County is 16,243, a decrease from the 2000 population of 

16,450. 

 Betty Sheffield Camellia 

Total land area is 444.4 square miles (284,416 acres) with 3.0 square miles (1,920 acres) of  

water. A forested acreage of 181,055 acres contributes $3,940,000 to the county's economy 

each year and 457 farms (189,009 total acres) contribute $92,142,000. 
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WILDFIRE HISTORY 

The Georgia Forestry Commission (GFC) is the state agency responsible for providing 

leadership, service, and education in the protection and conservation of Georgia's forest 

resources. Commission professionals provide a wide variety of services including fire 

detection, issuing burn permits, wildfire suppression and prevention services, 

emergency and incident command system expertise, rural fire department assistance, 

forest management assistance to landowners and communities, the marketing and 

utilization of forest resources and nature services, and growing and selling quality tree 

seedlings for planting. 

 
Forestry is a $28.7 billion a year industry in the State of Georgia creating 128,000 jobs 

statewide. Forestry is important to the economy of Brooks County. It is the Georgia 

Forestry Commission's goal to protect this precious resource. 

 

Local GFC Office 

The Georgia Forestry Commission office serving Brooks County is located at: 18110 Adel 

Hwy Barney, GA 31625   Phone #- 229-775-4948 

 

Personnel 

Kenneth Lee Weaver, Chief Ranger 

Gregg Barnes, Ranger   

Brandon Chafin, Ranger 

Jody Carl Meeler, Ranger   

Robert Clinton Rogers, Ranger 

James Walter Sirmans, Ranger  

 

Wildland firefighting equipment 
5- Tractor/Transports 2- CAT D-6 N's, 1- CAT D-5 N, 2- John Deere 650 G’s 
2- Type 7 Engines 
1- Type 6 Engine 

 
On a year-to-year basis, the leading cause of wildfires in Brooks County is escaped debris 

fires (all types), followed by wildfires caused by machine use (example: harvesting 

combine). Incendiary (arson) and lightning are other major causes of wildfires.  
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Cause Fires   Acres  
Fires 

5 Yr Avg 

Acres 

5 Yr 

Avg  

Campfire  2 
 

8.30  1.00 2.39  

Debris: Ag Fields, Pastures, Orchards, Etc  1   0.21  1.60 5.03  

Debris: Construction Land Clearing  2 
 

3.44  0.60 0.69  

Debris: Escaped Prescribed Burn  6 
 

61.79  4.00 24.64  

Debris: Household Garbage  0   0.00  0.20 0.01  

Debris: Residential, Leafpiles, Yard, Etc  6 
 

71.00  4.40 24.35  

Debris: Site Prep - Forestry Related  3 
 

34.00  1.20 8.88  

Incendiary 4 
 

16.83  1.80 5.02  

Lightning  0   0.00  0.60 1.40  

Machine Use  4 
 

8.72  2.60 6.65  

Miscellaneous: Firearms/Ammunition  1 
 

4.35  0.40 1.29  

Miscellaneous: Other  0   0.00  1.60 9.65  

Miscellaneous: Power lines/Electric fences  0   0.00  0.80 2.08  

Miscellaneous: Structure/Vehicle Fires  1 
 

5.05  0.60 1.05  

Miscellaneous: Woodstove Ashes  1 
 

0.95  0.80 2.57  

Railroad  0   0.00  0.60 2.09  

Smoking  0   0.00  0.20 0.02  

Undetermined  4 
 

29.19  1.40 7.13  

Totals for County: Brooks Year: 2017 35 
 

243.83  24.40 104.96 

 
 
 

The table above indicates wildfire activity in Brooks County during the last 
complete fiscal year, 2017 (July 1, 2016 thru June 30, 2017).  
 
 
The following pages, 11-14, contain wildfire data over the last 10 years (FY2007-
FY2016), covering number of fires, acreage burned, causes, and fire occurrence 
maps. The average size fire is also compared to the statewide average. 
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Acreage Burned /Number of Fires For Brooks County  

 FY 2007-2016 

Year Acreage Burned Number of Fires Average Size Statewide Average Size 

2007 408.67 75 5.45 18.64 

2008 106.98 36 2.97 4.56 

2009 182.38 48 3.80 3.90 

2010 88.45 21 4.21 3.93 

2011 468.91 102 4.60 17.56 

2012 177.20 33 5.36 5.08 

2013 179.22 53 3.38 4.53 

2014 29.34 11 2.67 5.02 

2015 37.79 16 2.36 4.42 

2016 40.72 13 3.13 6.29 

 

 

                Number of Fires by Cause for Brooks County for FY 2007 to 2016  

Year Campfire Children 
Debris 

Burning 
Incendiary Lightning 

Machine 

Use 
Miscellaneous Railroad Smoking 

2007 0 2 51 7 1 11 2 1 0 

2008 0 1 23 0 3 8 1 0 0 

2009 0 1 36 2 0 8 1 0 0 

2010 1 2 13 0 0 5 0 0 0 

2011 3 2 58 4 6 24 4 0 1 

2012 0 0 24 0 3 6 0 0 0 

2013 0 2 26 0 2 8 14 1 0 

2014 1 0 5 0 0 2 1 1 1 

2015 1 0 6 1 2 1 5 0 0 

2016 0 0 7 4 1 0 0 1 0 
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IV. COUNTY BASE MAPS 
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V. COMMUNITY RISK 
 

Communities-at-risk are locations where a group of two or more structures in close 

proximity to a forested or wildland area places homes and residents at some degree of risk 

from wildfire. Other characteristics of the "community" such as the closeness of structures, 

building materials, accumulated debris near the structures, access in and out and the 

distance from the nearest fire station or a permanent water source such as a pond or dry 

hydrant may contribute to the risk. 

While there may be relatively few groups of homes that fit the above description in Brooks 

County, that does not mean there is not a significant risk of structural damage during the 

severe weather conditions are conducive to a disastrous wildfire (severe drought, low 

relative humidity and high winds). 

In Brooks County, there are many more individual (isolated) homes and outbuildings on farms 

and small properties that could be damaged or destroyed in the event of a disastrous 

wildfire. On these properties, the owners must assume a greater responsibility for wildfire 

protection - - - by making improvements to the landscape and structures that will provide 

some degree of wildfire protection until the fire department can arrive. This can only be 

accomplished if rural residents know how to make their homes and properties "Firewise". 

Improvements to the community infrastructure (roads, utilities, etc.) may be beyond the 

capabilities of the homeowners. However, if access by emergency vehicles can be enhanced 

by widening the entrance right-of-way(s), creating "hammerhead-T's" or other ways for fire 

trucks to turn around and operate safely and identifying residences with reflective 

"911addresses" wildfire protection can be greatly improved. 

More extensive modifications in and around individual residences may need to be budgeted 

by the residents over time (for example, making a roof more fire resistant may have to wait 

until it is time to replace the current roof covering). Moving firewood away from the home, 

skirting raised decks and keeping roofs free of accumulated flammable debris are 

improvements that can be accomplished to reduce risk of ignition. 

In most instances, communities-at-risk will benefit from (vegetative) fuel reduction within 

100 feet of homes and outbuildings through prescribed burning or by mechanical means. Fuel 

management within the home ignition zone (within 100 feet of the home) either by removing 

highly flammable vegetation or by replacing the vegetation with fire resistant plant species 

will significantly improve wildfire safety. 
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HAZARD RATINGS FOR BROOKS COUNTY COMMUNITIES AT RISK 

 

Community Score Hazard Rating 

Pavo 49 Low 

Barwick 36 Low 

Peachtree Acres 66 Moderate 

Redwood Lakes 73 Moderate 

Dixie 100 Very High 

Augusta Drive 113 Very High 

Deer Creek 90 High 

Fawn Heights 114 Very High 

Heritage Drive & Hwy 

133 
136 Extreme 

Noble Oak 137 Extreme 

Shady Acres 1 98 High 

Shady Acres 2 94 High 

Ridgeland Road 48 Low 

Cedar Hill 79 High 

 

 
These hazard ratings were completed by Levy Rentz, Chief Ranger for Brooks County, 

Ronald Bryant, Ranger II and personnel of the volunteer fire departments from 

September to December, 2010. The Georgia Forestry Commission's Hazard and 

Wildfire Risk Assessment Scoresheet was used. This document evaluates 

communities {groups of homes) based upon six criteria: Community Access, 

Surrounding Vegetation, Building Construction, Fire Protection, Utilities and Additional 

Rating Factors. The quantitative wildfire hazard ratings range from a low hazard rating of 

O to 5O points to an extreme hazard rating with over 120 points.
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VI. SOUTHERN WILDFIRE RISK ASSESSMENT & RISK HAZARD MAPS 

The Southern Wildfire Risk Assessment tool, developed by the Southern Group of State Foresters, 
was released to the public in July 2014. This tool allows users of the Professional Viewer 
application of the Southern Wildfire Risk Assessment (SWRA) web Portal (SouthWRAP) to define 
a specific project area and summarize wildfire related information for this area. A detailed risk 
summary report is generated using a set of predefined map products developed by the Southern 
Wildfire Risk Assessment project which have been summarized explicitly for the user defined 
project area. A risk assessment summary was generated for Brooks County. The SouthWRAP 
(SWRA) products included in this report are designed to provide the information needed to 
support the following key priorities:  
 

 Identify areas that are most prone to wildfire. 
 

 Identify areas that may require additional tactical planning, specifically related to 
mitigation projects and Community Wildfire Protection Planning. 

 

 Provide the information necessary to justify resource, budget and funding 
requests. 

 

 Allow agencies to work together to better define priorities and improve 
emergency response, particularly across jurisdictional boundaries. 

 

 Define wildland communities and identify the risk to those communities. 
 

 Increase communication and outreach with local residents and the public to 
create awareness and address community priorities and needs. 

 

 Plan for response and 
suppression resource 
needs. 

 

 Plan and prioritize 
hazardous fuel treatment 
programs. 

 

 Increase communication 

and outreach with local 

residents and the public 

to create awareness and 

address community 

priorities and needs.         Community Protection Zones map from the Brooks County SWRA 
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     Above: Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) map     

      

Below: WUI Population (left)     WUI Acres (right) 
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Above: Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) map        Below:  WUI Risk Index – Acres 
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Above: Fire intensity Scale map       Below:  Flame Length map 
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 VII. MITIGATION PLAN 
 

PROTECTING EXISTING STRUCTURES 

Critical Facilities 

Critical facilities are unique structures which require special consideration in the event of an emergency 

such as a wildland/urban interface fire. Every county will have some critical facilities and some more 

urbanized counties will have many. Critical facilities include: a nursing home that may need special 

consideration because the smoke accompanying a wildfire may be hazardous to the health of elderly 

residents, a law enforcement dispatch center is a critical facility that will need special consideration to 

insure there is no disruption of emergency communications in the event of a disastrous wildfire. Other 

examples of critical facilities are ethanol plants, auto salvage yards and facilities that produce chemicals 

that could be hazardous to the local population if released into the atmosphere. There may be 

immediate action that could be taken by owner/operators to lessen the impact of a wildfire in the 

immediate area (such as the elimination of encroaching wildland vegetation in and around the critical 

facility. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: Contact owner/operators of Critical Facilities in person or by letter to provide an 

evaluation of any hazards and suggest what owner/operators might do to mitigate the hazards and 

improve wildfire protection. 
 

Public Education Needs 

"Firewise" structures are homes and other buildings in the wildland/urban interface that have been 

built, designed or maintained to survive a wildfire event even in the absence of firefighters on the scene. 

Over the past fifty years, many Georgia residents have left the city or the suburbs to build homes in or 

adjacent to forested areas with a desire to be "close to nature". Unfortunately, this has resulted in 

neighborhoods or single-family dwellings with one way in and out, with long narrow driveways, no 

pressurized hydrants or draft source for water and so close to wildland fuel that even the best equipped 

fire department could not be successful in a severe wildfire event. Most of these homeowners don't 

understand the risk associated with living in the wildland/urban interface and expect to be rescued by 

the fire department in the event of a wildfire emergency. 

 
The key to the reduction of structural losses in the wildland/urban interface cannot rest solely with 

improved response by the local fire services. There will never be enough fire trucks and firefighters to 

adequately protect homes in the wildland/urban interface. A major part of the solution to this problem 

lies with the homeowner- homeowners in the wildland/urban interface must become "partners" with 

the fire services and assume some responsibility for maintaining their home (structure) and landscape 

(yard) so that ignitions in and around the home are less likely should a wildfire occur in the immediate 

area. This means a home with no debris on the roof and in the gutters, wood decks that are skirted 

underneath, chunky bark or lava rock mulch near the house instead of pine straw or cypress mulch and a 

"lean, clean and green" landscape of less-flammable plants within 30 feet of the structure. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: Initiate a community public education program for Brooks County residents.  

 
• Make Firewise Communities brochures available to the public at central locations such as: Farm 

Services Agency, Chamber of Commerce and the County Courthouse 

• Focus on homeowner education by placing "Firewise Communities" and wildfire prevention 

displays at festivals in Brooks County. 

• Encourage neighborhoods/communities that qualify to apply for recognition as a Firewise 

Community/ USA. 
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Reduction of Hazardous Fuels 

Because about 57 percent of Brooks County is forested, the accumulation of brush and other (mostly 

ground) vegetation can create conditions over extensive areas that could fuel a disastrous wildfire. 

Treatment of forested areas with prescribed fire can significantly reduce this hazard while improving  

pulpwood and sawtimber production and enhancing wildlife habitat. Prescribed burning, however, must 

be conducted by experienced personnel when weather conditions are conducive to a safe burn and 

when an authorization has been obtained from the local office of the Georgia Forestry Commission. 

Other ways to reduce wildland fuel (vegetation) include: 

 
• Mechanical treatment 

• Chemical treatment (herbicides) 

• Livestock grazing 

 
The above alternatives to prescribed burning are more intensive and hence, more costly and generally 

suitable only for smaller acreages. 

The goal for structural protection should be a "Firewise" landscape. A Firewise landscape is 

characterized by trees, shrubs and grasses that are carefully managed within 100 feet of structures - an 

area called the Home Ignition Zone (HIZ). Most critical is the space within 30 feet of a structure which is 

usually referred to as the area of Defensible Space. The Defensible Space should include a landscape of 

less flammable  plants, coarse bark or  lava rock as mulch adjacent the structure, tree limbs trimmed 

away from the structure and any decks skirted so leaves and other debris cannot accumulate  

underneath. The idea is to create a landscape that will prevent flames or fire brands (aerial borne 

embers) from igniting the structure. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: Promote prescribed burning in Brooks County. 

• Help county landowners understand how to prescribe burn legally and safely. 

• Educate the general public on the benefits of prescribed burning. 

• Work with the Georgia State Patrol and local law enforcement to ensure motorists are alerted to 

smoke hazards on county roads. 

       
      
      
      

   
Prescribed burning is a best management practice 

to reduce hazardous fuel buildup. 

  The Georgia Forestry Commission can assist by 

developing a prescribed burning plan, installation 

of firebreaks, and can provide equipment standby 

and burning assistance when personnel are 

available.  
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NEW DEVELOPMENT IN THE COUNTY 
 

If farm and ranch land is conserved as a mainstay of the County's rural economy, new 

development will, by necessity, occur more frequently on forest and wildland areas. The 

County Planning and Zoning Board will have an opportunity to significantly influence the 

wildland fire safety of new developments. It is important that new development be 

planned and constructed to provide for public safety in the event of a wildland fire 

emergency. 

Over the past 20 years, much has been learned about how and why homes burn during 

wildland fire emergencies. Perhaps most importantly, case histories and research have 

shown that even in the most severe circumstances, wildland fire disasters can be avoided. 

Homes can be designed, built and maintained to withstand a wildfire even in the absence of  

fire services on  the  scene. The national Firewise Communities program is a national 

awareness initiative  to  help people understand that they don't have to be victims in a 

wildfire emergency. The National Fire Protection Association has produced two standards 

for reference: NFPA 1144 Standard for Reducing Structure Ignition Hazards from Wildland 

Fire. 2008 Edition and NFPA 1141Standard for Fire Protection Infrastructure for Land 

Development in Suburban and Rural Areas. 

When new multi-unit subdivisions are built in rural areas (sometimes referred to as the 

Wildland/Urban Interface), a number of public safety challenges may be created for the 

local fire services: (1) the water supply in the immediate areas may be inadequate for 

fire suppression; (2) if the Development is in an outlying area, there may be a longer 

response time for emergency services; (3) in a wildfire emergency, the access road(s) 

may need to simultaneously support evacuation of residents and the arrival of 

emergency vehicles; and (4) when wildland fire disasters strike, many structures may 

be involved simultaneously, quickly exceeding the capability of even the best equipped 

fire departments. In 2012 the International Code council developed the International 

Wildland Urban Interface Code (IWUIC). This code was adopted by the Georgia 

Legislature in 2014 for counties to use to strengthen building and zoning codes in the 

WUI to help reduce lose from wildfire.    

 
RECOMMENDATION: 

Strengthen the site plan review process for multi-unit residential development in 

rural areas subject to wildfires. 

• Evaluate (assess) the wildfire hazard of proposed new development in rural areas 

as part of the site plan review process. (Resource: GFC "Hazard and Wildfire Risk 

Assessment Scoresheet") 

• Consider the "adoption by reference" of NFPA 1144 Standard for Reducing 

Structure Ignition Hazards from Wildland Fire 2008 Edition and NFPA 

1141Standard for Fire Protection, Infrastructure for Land Development in 

Suburban and Rural Areas. Adopt the IWUIC in high risk areas.  
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FIRE SERVICES CAPABILITY 

 
Structural fire protection in the Brooks County is provided by six volunteer fire 

departments which coordinate activities and training as members of the Brooks County 

Fire Coalition. 

Volunteer Fire Department #Engines   #Water Tenders #Brush Trucks  # Firefighters 

 
North Brooks VFD 1 1 0 12 

South Brooks VFD 2 2 1 11 

Talokas Road VFD 2 0 1 5 

Dixie Area VFD 2 1 1 9 

East Brooks VFD 1 1 1 22 

Sand Hill VFD 1 2 1 8 

 

 
Wildland Fire Training 

Most of the County's volunteer firefighters have completed the Incident Management 

Training Courses, 1-100 & 1-700, however, very few to none of the firefighters have had the 

NWCG basic wildfire training courses (S-130: Standards for Survival and S-190: Basic 

Wildfire Behavior). Ready Set Go training is effective for firefighters and homeowners.  

 

Personal Protective Equipment and Hand Tools 

Countywide there is no wildland personal protective equipment (including fire shelters) 

for use by volunteer firefighters. Few engines are equipped with wildland fire hand tools 

(fire flaps and council rakes). 

 

Water Availability (pressurized hydrants. dry hydrants and drafting sources) 

Pressurized fire hydrants exist in Quitman and Morven, but there are none in the 

unincorporated areas of Brooks County. There are 10-12 dry hydrants in 

unincorporated areas. Additional drafting sources near communities-at-risk would be 

beneficial. 

 

Water 

The ability to get water to structural fires in remote areas is a serious hindrance to fire 

suppression in Brooks County. A minimum of six water storage tanks (3,000-4,000 gallon 

capacity) is needed for 4 departments. 



[Type text] 
 

28 
 

VIII. ACTION PLAN 
 

Area at Risk Project Agency Funding Needs Priority Recommendation 

Countywide Install 6 Water 
Storage Tanks 
in strategic 
locations 
in the County 

County $60,000 High Enhance water availability 
in high wildfire risk areas of 
unincorporated Brooks 
County 

Countywide (3) 2,000-4,000 

Gallon 
Water   
Tenders 

County $750,000 High Mobile water supply for 
W/UI areas 

Countywide Drafting 
Equipment 
"Turbo draft'' 

County $9,000 High 3 Large "Turbo-draft" at 
$3,000 each 

Countywide Wildland Fire 
PPE & 

Hand Tools 

County $25,000 High Personal Protective 
Equipment 

& Fire Shelters (4 sets 
per station) 

Countywide (3) Type VI 
Engines (Brush 
Truck) 

County $540,000 High Improve County's off-
road firefighting 
capability 

Countywide Firefighter 
Training 
(SO) 

  County            
GFC 

$15,000 Medium NIIMS, Standards for  Survival 
& Wildland Fire Behavior 
Training. Ready Set Go 
training. 

Countywide Dry Hydrants   County $15,000 Medium Install 10 dry hydrants 
in selected areas of 
county 

Countywide Satellite 
Repeater 

  County $37,000 High Boost communication in 
north end of Brooks County 
during fire response 

Countywide Wildland Fire 
Hose 

  County $5,000(ho
se) and 
$23,000 
(nozzles) 

High 1 ¾ inch fire hose with 

nozzles (200 ft. per station) 
and 30 
nozzles 

Countywide Wildfire 
Mitigation for 
{9) High to 
Extreme Risk 
Neighborhoods 

 County        
GFC 

$25,000 Medium Improve emergency 
access on public roads, 
reduce wildland fuel initiate 
homeowner "Firewise" 
education program 

 

NOTE: The Action Plan summarizes a recommended course of action for implementation 

of this Community Wildfire Protection Plan. Some projects can be implemented at little 

or no added cost, however, the County or assigned agency will be able to implement 

most projects only if grant funding is available. 
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ASSESSMENT OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

 
To accurately assess progress and effectiveness of the action plan, Brooks County will 

implement the following: 

 

• An annual wildfire risk assessment (of "communities-at-risk") will be 

conducted to reassess wildfire hazards and prioritize needed actions. 

• Mitigation efforts that are recurring (such as mowing, burning or clearing of 

defensible space) w II be incorporated into a renewal of the original CWPP 

action plan. 

 

• Mlitigation efforts that could not be funded in the requested year will be 

incorporated into the annual renewal of the original CWPP action plan. 

 

• C ontinuing education and outreach programs will be conducted and assessed for 

effectiveness. 

Workshops will be evaluated based upon attendance and post surveys that 

are distributed by mail following the workshops. 

 

• CWPP Core Committee will continue a year-to-year focus on the wildland/urban interface 

 challenges in the County. The Committee will annually update the Brooks County 

Community Wildfire Protection  Plan, summarizing mitigation projects initiated    

and completed, progress on ongoing actions, funds received, funds expended  

and in-kind services utilized. 

Recommendations will be incorporated into the Brooks County CWPP Action 

Plan
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IX. MITIGATION ASSISTANCE & GRANT FUNDING 
 
Community Protection Grant: US Forest Service sponsored prescribed fire program. 
Communities with “at-risk” properties that lie within ten miles of a National Forest, 
National Park Service or Bureau of Land Management tracts may apply with the Georgia 
Forestry Commission to have their land prescribe burned free-of-charge. Forest 
mastication, where it is practical with Georgia Forestry Commission equipment, is also 
available under this grant program. 
  
FEMA Mitigation Policy MRR-2-08-01: through GEMA – Hazard Mitigation Grant 
Program (HMGP) and Pre-Disaster Mitigation Program (PDM). 
 

1. To provide technical and financial assistance to local governments to assist in the 

implementation of long term, cost effective hazard mitigation accomplishments. 

 
2. This policy addresses wildfire mitigation for the purpose of reducing the threat to 

all-risk structures through creating defensible space, structural protection 

through the application of ignition resistant construction and limited hazardous 

fuel reduction to protect life and property. 

 

3. With a completed registered plan (addendum to the State Plan) counties can 

apply for pre-mitigation funding. They will also be eligible for HMGP funding if 

the county is declared under a wildfire disaster. 

Georgia Forestry Commission: Plowing and prescribed burning assistance, as well as 
forest mastication, can be obtained from the GFC as a low-cost option for mitigation 
efforts. 
 
The Georgia Forestry Commission Firewise Community Mitigation Assistance Grants – 
Nationally recognized Firewise Communities can receive up to $5000 grants to help 
address potential wildfire risk reduction projects.  Grant submission can be made 
through local Georgia Forestry Commission offices or your Regional Wildfire Prevention 
Specialist. 
 
The International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC) and American International Group, 
Inc. (AIG)  offer grants to assist local fire departments in establishing or enhancing their 
community fuels mitigation programs while educating members of the community 
about community wildfire readiness and encouraging personal action.  
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X. GLOSSARY 
 
Community-At-Risk – A group of two or more structures whose proximity to forested or wildland 
areas places homes and residents at some degree of risk. 
 
Critical Facilities – Buildings, structures or other parts of the community infrastructure that 
require special protection from an approaching wildfire. 
 
CWPP – The Community Wildfire Protection Plan. 
 
Defensible Space – The immediate landscaped area around a structure (usually a minimum of 30 
ft.) kept “lean, clean and green” to prevent an approaching wildfire from igniting the structure. 
 
Dry Hydrant - A non-pressurized pipe system permanently installed in existing lakes, ponds and 
streams that provides a suction supply of water to a fire department tank truck. 
 
FEMA – The Federal Emergency Management Agency whose mission is to support our citizens 
and first responders to ensure that as a nation we work together to build, sustain, and improve 
our capability to prepare for, protect against, respond to, recover from, and mitigate all hazards. 
 
Fire Adapted Community – A community fully prepared for its wildfire risk by taking actions to 
address safety, homes, neighborhoods, businesses and infrastructure, forest, parks, open spaces, 
and other community assets. 
  
Firewise Program – A national initiative with a purpose to reduce structural losses from wildland 
fires. 
 
Firewise Community/USA – A national recognition program for communities that take action to 
protect themselves from wildland fire. To qualify a community must have a wildfire risk 
assessment by the Georgia Forestry Commission, develop a mitigation action plan, have an 
annual firewise mitigation/education event, have dedicated firewise leadership, and complete 
the certification application.  
 
Fuels – All combustible materials within the wildland/urban interface or intermix including, but 
not limited to, vegetation and structures. 
 
Fuel Modification – Any manipulation or removal of fuels to reduce the likelihood of ignition or 
the resistance to fire control. 
Hazard & Wildfire Risk Assessment – An evaluation to determine an area’s (community’s) 
potential to be impacted by an approaching wildland fire. 
 

Healthy Forests Initiative - Launched in August 2002 by President Bush (following passage of the 
Healthy Forests Restoration Act by Congress) with the intent to reduce the risks severe wildfires 
pose to people, communities, and the environment. 
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Home Ignition Zone (Structure Ignition Zone) - Treatment area for wildfire protection. The “zone” 
includes the structure(s) and their immediate surroundings from 0-200 ft. 
Mitigation – An action that moderates the severity of a fire hazard or risk. 
 
National Fire Plan – National initiative, passed by Congress in the year 2000, following a 
landmark wildland fire season, with the intent of actively responding to severe wildland fires and 
their impacts to communities while ensuring sufficient firefighting capacity for the future. 
 
National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) - An international nonprofit organization established 
in 1896, whose mission is to reduce the worldwide burden of fire and other hazards on the 
quality of life by providing and advocating consensus codes and standards, research, training, 
and education. 
 
National Wildfire Preparedness Day – Started in 2014 by the National Fire Protection Association 
as a day for communities to work together to prepare for the approaching wildfire season. It is 
held annually on the first Saturday in May.  
 
Prescribed Burning (prescribed fire) –The use of planned fire that is deliberately set under 
specific fuel and weather condition to accomplish a variety of management objectives and is 
under control until it burns out or is extinguished. 
 
Ready, Set, Go - A program fire services use to help homeowners understand wildfire 
preparedness, awareness, and planning procedures for evacuation. 
 
Southern Group of State Foresters – Organization whose members are the agency heads of the 
forestry agencies of the 13 southern states, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. 
 
Stakeholders– Individuals, groups, organizations, businesses or others who have an interest in 
wildland fire protection and may wish to review and/or contribute to the CWPP content. 
 
Wildfire or Wildland Fire – An unplanned and uncontrolled fire spreading through vegetative 
fuels. 
 
Wildland/Urban Interface - The presence of structures in locations in which the authority having 
jurisdiction (AHJ) determines that topographical features, vegetation, fuel types, local weather 
conditions and prevailing winds result in the potential for ignition of the structures within the 
area from flames and firebrands from a wildland fire (NFPA 1144, 2008). 

 
! 
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XI. SOURCES OF INFORMATION 

Publications/Brochures/Websites: 

 FIREWISE  materials can be ordered at www.firewise.org  

 Georgia Forestry Commission  www.georgiafirewise.org 

 Examples of successful wildfire mitigation programs can be viewed at the 

website for National Database of State and Local wildfire Hazard Mitigation Programs 

sponsored by the U.S. Forest Service and the Southern Group of State Foresters 

www.wildfireprograms.com 

 Information about a variety of interface issues (including wildfire) can be found 

at the USFS website for Interface South: www.interfacesouth.org 

 Information on codes and standards for emergency services including wildfire 

can be found at www.nfpa.org 

 Information on FEMA Assistance to Firefighters Grants (AFG) can be found at           

www.firegrantsupport.com  

 Information on National Fire Plan grants can be found at 

http://www.federalgrantswire.com/national-fire-plan--rural-fire-assistance.html 

 Southern Wildfire Risk Assessment website SouthWRAP   

www.SouthernWildfireRisk.com  

 Fire Adapted Communities  www.fireadapted.org 

 Ready, Set, Go  www.wildlandfirersg.org 

 National Wildfire Preparedness Day   www.wildfireprepday.org 

Appended Documents: 

 

Brooks County Southern Wildfire Risk Assessment Summary Report (SWRA) 

Brooks County Wildfire assessment scoresheets 
 
All files that make up this plan are available in an electronic format from the Georgia 
Forestry Commission.   
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Georgia Forestry Commission 
5645 Riggins Mill Rd.  
Dry Branch, GA  31020 
  
1-800-GA-TREES  
GaTrees.org 
 
The Georgia Forestry Commission provides leadership,  
service, and education in the protection and conservation 
of Georgia’s forest resources.  
 
An Equal Opportunity Employer and Service Provider
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Appendix D 
Worksheets Used In 

Planning Process 



COUNTY: BROOKS  
HAZARD FREQUENCY TABLE

Number of 
Events in 
Historic 
Record

Number of 
Years in 
Historic 
Record

Number of 
Events in 
Past 10 
Years

Number of 
Events in 
Past 20 
Years

Number of 
Events in 
Past 50 
Years

Historic 
Recurrence 

Interval 
(years)

Historic 
Frequency % 
chance/year

Past 10 Year 
Record 

Frequency 
Per Year

Past 20 Year 
Record 

Frequency 
Per Year

Past 50 Year 
Record 

Frequency 
Per Year

Hazard 2013 2003 1973
Hurricane/Tropical Storm 13 73 6 12 13 5.62 17.81% 0.6 0.6 0.26
Floods 15 73 8 11 15 4.87 20.55% 0.8 0.55 0.3
Hail 19 73 5 8 14 3.84 26.03% 0.5 0.4 0.28
Tornado 15 73 6 7 13 4.87 20.55% 0.6 0.35 0.26
Lightning 1 73 0 0 1 73.00 1.37% 0 0 0.02
Drought 29 73 10 28 29 2.52 39.73% 1 1.4 0.58
Extreme Heat/Excessive Heat 39 73 5 34 39 1.87 53.42% 0.5 1.7 0.78
Frost/Freeze 1 73 1 1 1 73.00 1.37% 0.1 0.05 0.02
Wildfires 3830 50 219 1604 3830 0.01 7660.00% 21.9 80.2 76.6
Winter Storm 2 73 2 2 2 36.50 2.74% 0.2 0.1 0.04
Hazard 5 73 0 0 5 14.60 6.85% 0 0 0.1

NOTE:  The historic frequency of a hazard event over a given period of time determines the historic recurrence interval.
For example:  If there have been 20 HazMat Releases in the County in the past 5 years, 
statistically you could expect that there will be 4 releases a year. 

Realize that from a statistical standpoint, there are several variables to consider.  1) Accurate hazard history data 
and collection are crucial to an accurate recurrence interval and frequency. 2) Data collection and accuarcy has been much 
better in the past 10-20 years (NCDC weather records).  3)  It is important to include all significant recorded hazard events
which will include periodic updates to this table.

By updating and reviewing this table over time, it may be possible to see if certain types of hazard events are increasing in the past 
10-20 years. 



GEMA Worksheet #1               Identify the Hazard                    Step 1 
 
Date:                                      What kinds of natural hazards can affect you? 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                               Task    Task     Use this space to record information you find for each of the hazards you 
                                        A          B       will be  researching.  Attach additional pages as necessary. 
 
                Avalanche      ___       ___           
        Costal Erosion      ___       ___                                                                                                                                         
           Costal Storm      _X       _X_                                                                                                                                                   
            Dam Failure      ___      ___                                                                                                                                                
                    Drought       _X      _X_                                                                                                                                           
             Earthquake      ___      ___                                                                                                                                                 
        Expansive Soils      ___      ___                                                                                                                                               
           Extreme Heat       _X      _X_                                                                                                                                             
                       Flood       _X      _X                                                                                                                                                
                 Hailstorm       _X      _X_                                                                                                                                                  
                Hurricane      _X_   __X_                                                                                                                                                
                Land Slide       ___     ___                                         
Severe Winter Storm       _X     _X_                                                                                                                                                
                  Tornado        _X     _X                                                                                                                                                 
                 Tsunami        ___     ___  
                   Volcano        ___     ___                                                                                                                                                 
                  Wildfire        _X     _X__                                                                                                                                                     
               Windstorm        ___     ___                                                                                                                                                
       Hazard Material        ___     ___                                                                                                                                                    
             Radiological        ___     ___                                                                                                                                                
Other____________        ___     ___                                                                                                                                                
Other____________        ___     ___                                                                                                                                                      
Other____________        ___     ___                                                                                                                                            
 
Note:  Bolded hazards are addressed 
in this How-to Guide. 

                                                                                                                                                      

Hazard or Event  Description 
(Type of hazard, date of event, 
number of injuries, cost and 
types of damage, etc.) 

Source of 
Information 

    Map 
Available 
  for this 
 Hazard? 

Scale of 
  Map 

    

    

    

    

    

Task A. List the hazards that may occur. 
 
1.  Research newspapers and other historical records 
 
2.  Review existing plans and reports. 
 
3.  Talk to the experts in your community, state, or region. 
 
4.  Gather information on Internet Websites. 
 
5.  Next to the hazard list below, put a check mark in the 
    Task A boxes beside all hazards that may occur in your 
   community or state. 
 

Task B. Focus on the most prevalent hazard 
in your community or state. 
 
1.  Go to hazard Websites. 
 
2.  Locate your community or state on the Wesbite map. 
 
3.  Determine whether you are in a high-risk area.  Get  
    more localized information if necessary. 
 
4.  Next to the hazard list below, put a check mark in the 
    Task B boxes beside all hazards that post a  
   significant threat. 



Local Plan Template – March 2003  Replaces FEMA “How-To” Worksheet #2 1 

GEMA Worksheet #2  Profile Hazard Events Step 2 
 
County:   Date:      
 
How Bad Can It Get? 
 
Task A.  Obtain or create a base map.  
 
GEMA will be providing you with a base map, USGS topos and DOQQ as part of our 
deliverables to local government for the planning process.  Additionally, we will be providing 
you with detailed hazard layer coverages.  These data layers originate from state or nationwide 
coverage or datasets.  Therefore, it is important for local government to assess what you already 
have at the local level.  It is important for you at the local level to have an idea of what existing 
maps you have available for the planning process.  Some important things to think about: 
 

1) What maps do we already have in the county that would be relevant to the planning 
process? 

2) Have other local plans used maps or mapping technology where there is specific data that 
is also needed in my local plan? 

3) What digital maps do we have? 
4) Do we have any Geographic Information System (GIS) data, map themes or layers or 

databases here at the local level (or regional) that we can use? 
5) If we do have any GIS data, where is it located at, and who is our local expert? 
6) Are there any ongoing GIS or mapping initiatives at the local level in other planning or 

mapping efforts?  If so, what are they, and what are the timetables for completion? 
7) Are there mapping needs that have been identified at the local level in the past?  If so, 

what are they and when were they identified? 
8) Of the existing maps, GIS data and other digital mapping information, what confidence 

do we have at the local level that it is accurate data? 
 
Please answer the above questions on a separate sheet of paper and attach to this worksheet. 
It is important to realize that those counties that already have GIS and digital mapping, (ie: 
parcel level data, GPS fire hydrants, etc) higher levels of spatial accuracy and detail will exist for 
some data layers at the local level.  However, for this planning process, that level of detail will 
not be needed on all layers in the overall mapping and analysis. 
 
You can use existing maps from: 
 
• Road Maps 
• USGS topographic maps or Digital Orthophoto  

Quarter Quads (DOQQ) 
• Topographic and/or planimetric maps from other 

agencies 
• Aerial topographic and/or planimetric maps 
• Field Surveys 
• GIS software 
• CADD software 
• Digitized paper map

Title of Map Scale Date 

   

   

   

   

   



Local Plan Template – March 2003  Replaces FEMA “How-To” Worksheet #2 2 

  

Task B.   Obtain a hazard event profile. 
 

Task C.   Record your hazard event profile 
information. 

Avalanche  
Coastal Storm / Coastal Erosion 

1. Get a copy of your FIRM. ____________ 
2. Verify that the FIRM is up-to-date and complete. 

_________________________ 
3. Determine the annual rate of coastal erosion. 

__________________________ 
4. Find your design wind speed. 

________________________________ 

1. Transfer the boundaries of your coastal storm 
hazard areas onto your base map. 

2. Transfer the BFEs onto your base map. 
3. Record the erosion rates on your base map: 

___________________________ 
4. Record the design wind speed here and on your 

base map: _________________ 

Dam Failure  
Drought   
Earthquake 

1. Go to the http://geohazards.cr.usgs.gov Website. 
2. Locate your planning area on the map. 
3. Determine your PGA. 

1. Record your PGA: __________________ 
2. If you have more than one PGA print, download 

or order your PGA map. 

Expansive Soils  
Extreme Heat  
Flood 

1. Get a copy of your FIRM.  ____________ 
2. Verify the FIRM is up-to-date and complete. 

_________________________ 

1. Transfer the boundaries from your firm onto your 
base map (floodway, 100-yr flood, 500-yr flood). 

2. Transfer the BFEs onto your base map. 

Hailstorm  
Hurricane  
Land Subsidence  
Landslide 

1. Map location of previous landslides. 
_____________________________ 

2. Map the topography. ____________ 
3. Map the geology. _______________ 
4. Identify thee high-hazard areas on your map.  

________________________ 

1.  Mark the areas susceptible to landslides onto your 
base map. 

Severe Winter Storm  
Tornado 

1.  Find your design wind speed.  
_____________________________________ 

1.  Record your design wind speed: ________ 
2.  If you have more than one design wind speed, print, 
download or copy your design wind speed zones, copy 
the boundary of your design wind speed zones on your 
base map, then record the design wind speed zones on 
your base map. 

Tsunami  
Wildfire 

1. Map the fuel models located within the urban-
wildland interface areas.  _________________ 

2. Map the topography. _____________________ 
3. Determine your critical fire weather frequency.  

______________________________________ 
4. Determine your fire hazard severity.  ________ 

1. Draw the boundaries of your wildfire hazard areas 
onto your base map.   

Other 
1. Map the hazard. __________________________ 

1. Record hazard event info on your base map. 

http://geohazards.cr.usgs.gov/


Worksheet #4 Evaluate Alternative Mitigation Actions 
 
 
1. Fill in the goal and its corresponding objective. Use a separate worksheet for each objective. The considerations under 
each criterion are suggested ones to use; you can revise these to reflect your own considerations (see Table 2-1). 
 
2. Fill in the alternative actions that address the specific objectives the planning team identified in Worksheet #1. 
 
3. Scoring: For each consideration, indicate a plus (+) for favorable, and a negative (-) for less favorable. 
 
When you complete the scoring; negatives will indicate gaps or shortcomings in the particular action, which can be noted 
in the Comments section. For considerations that do not apply, fill in N/A for not applicable. Only leave a blank if you do 
not know an answer. In this case, make a note in the Comments section of the “expert” or source to consult to help you 
evaluate the criterion. 

 
Goal: Prevent or reduce damage caused by Hurricanes/Tropical Storms in Brooks County and the Cities 
of Barwick, Morven, Pavo and Quitman 
 

Objective: Enhance the ability of the Brooks County Emergency Management Agency to respond 
effectively and efficiently to emergency needs during and after a hurricane event.  
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Action Step 1: 
Become a designed 
"StormReady 
Community."                          (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (-) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A (+)
Action Step 2: 
Implement the 
"Community 
Emergency 
Response Team" 
(CERT) Program (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (-) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A (+)

E
(Environmental)

L
(Legal)

E
(Economic)

A
(Administrative)

P
(Political)

STAPLEE Criteria S
(Social)

T
(Technical)

 
 
 
 
 



      Alternative                                                              Comments 
         Actions 

 



Worksheet #4 Evaluate Alternative Mitigation Actions 
 
 
1. Fill in the goal and its corresponding objective. Use a separate worksheet for each objective. The considerations under 
each criterion are suggested ones to use; you can revise these to reflect your own considerations (see Table 2-1). 
 
2. Fill in the alternative actions that address the specific objectives the planning team identified in Worksheet #1. 
 
3. Scoring: For each consideration, indicate a plus (+) for favorable, and a negative (-) for less favorable. 
 
When you complete the scoring; negatives will indicate gaps or shortcomings in the particular action, which can be noted 
in the Comments section. For considerations that do not apply, fill in N/A for not applicable. Only leave a blank if you do 
not know an answer. In this case, make a note in the Comments section of the “expert” or source to consult to help you 
evaluate the criterion. 

 
Goal 1.2: Reduce the risks and vulnerability of citizens and critical facilities to damage resulting from 
hurricanes. 

Objective 1.2.1:  Protect life, health and property of residents from force of hurricanes 
 
 

Considerations →                                                          
for                       

Alternative Actions               
↓
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Action Step 3: 
Ensure % of city 
leaders of Brooks, 
Barwick, Morvien, 
Pavo & Quitman 
receive required 
NIMS training, 
including hospital, 
nursing homes, & 
first responders. (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (-) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A N/A (+)

Action Step 4: 
Distribute programs 
on personal 
emergency 
preparedness, i.e., 
emergency survival 
kits to websites, 
brochures & social 
media (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (-) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A N/A (+)

Action Step 5: 
Encourage the 
American Red Cross 
to teach Citizen's 
Disaster Course on a 
frequent basis (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (-) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A N/A (+)

E
(Environmental)

L
(Legal)

E
(Economic)

A
(Administrative)

P
(Political)

STAPLEE Criteria S
(Social)

T
(Technical)
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Action Step 6: 
Encourage 
businesses to 
develop emergency 
plans (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (-) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A N/A

Action Step 7: 
Increase public 
awareness of the 
Early Warning 
Communication/No
tification System, 
NOAA weather 
radio, and available 
community safe 
shelters by 
publishing articles 
on websites, social 
media, in the local 
newspaper, holding 
town hall meetings, 
and providing 
bulletins to local 
churches and the 
schools. (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (-) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A N/A
Action Step 8: 
Install auxiliary, 
mobile, and/or fixed 
generators 
(including transfer 
switches and soft 
start systems) 
where needed, 
including all 
designated 
evacuation and 
emergency 
shelters, 
community water 
systems, and 
critical facilities (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (-) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A N/A
Action Step 9: Trim 
tree lines around 
roads, homes, 
ulitities and 
businesses (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (-) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A N/A
Action Step 10: 
Seek funding to 
retrofit public 
buildings to 
reinforce windows,  
roofs & doors (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (-) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A N/A
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Action Step 11: 
Inititate an inspection 
program at critical 
facilities to identify 
construction 
weakenesses subject 
to high wind damage. (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (-) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A N/A (+)

Action Step 12: 
Review builiding 
codes for proper 
wind strength and 
safety regulations 
and for consistency 
with state and federal 
regulations (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (-) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A N/A (+)

Action Step 13: 
Construct a 
weatherSTEM station 
in Brooks County, 
Barwick, Morven, 
Pavo & Quitman (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (-) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A N/A (+)
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Worksheet #4 Evaluate Alternative Mitigation Actions 
 
 
1. Fill in the goal and its corresponding objective. Use a separate worksheet for each objective. The considerations under 
each criterion are suggested ones to use; you can revise these to reflect your own considerations (see Table 2-1). 
 
2. Fill in the alternative actions that address the specific objectives the planning team identified in Worksheet #1. 
 
3. Scoring: For each consideration, indicate a plus (+) for favorable, and a negative (-) for less favorable. 
 
When you complete the scoring; negatives will indicate gaps or shortcomings in the particular action, which can be noted 
in the Comments section. For considerations that do not apply, fill in N/A for not applicable. Only leave a blank if you do 
not know an answer. In this case, make a note in the Comments section of the “expert” or source to consult to help you 
evaluate the criterion. 

 
Goal 2.1: Enhance the ability of the Brooks County Emergency Management Agency to respond 
effectively and efficiently to emergency needs during and after a tornado event. 
  

Objective 2.1.1:  Ensure that community facilities and programs are in place to facilitate EMA’s 
emergency response. 
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Action Step 1: 
Become a 
"StormReady" 
community (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (-) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Action Step 2: 
Implement the 
"Community 
Emergency 
Response Team" 
(CERT) program (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (-) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
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Worksheet #4 Evaluate Alternative Mitigation Actions 
 
 
1. Fill in the goal and its corresponding objective. Use a separate worksheet for each objective. The considerations under 
each criterion are suggested ones to use; you can revise these to reflect your own considerations (see Table 2-1). 
 
2. Fill in the alternative actions that address the specific objectives the planning team identified in Worksheet #1. 
 
3. Scoring: For each consideration, indicate a plus (+) for favorable, and a negative (-) for less favorable. 
 
When you complete the scoring; negatives will indicate gaps or shortcomings in the particular action, which can be noted 
in the Comments section. For considerations that do not apply, fill in N/A for not applicable. Only leave a blank if you do 
not know an answer. In this case, make a note in the Comments section of the “expert” or source to consult to help you 
evaluate the criterion. 

 
 
  
Goal 2.2: Reduce the risks and vulnerability of citizens and critical facilities to tornado damage. 
 

Objective 2.2.1: Protect the life, health, and property of residents from the force of tornadoes. 
. 
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Action Step 4: 
Distribute program 
materials on 
personal emergency 
preparedness, e.g., 
emergency survival 
kits. + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Action Step 5: 
Encourage the 
American Red Cross 
to teach the Citizen's 
Disaster Course on a 
frequent basis.. + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Action Step 6: 
Encourage 
businesses to 
develop emergency 
plans. + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

 Action Step 7: 
Increase public 
awareness of the 
Early Warning 
Communication/ 
Notification System, 
NOAA weather 
radios, and available 
community safe 
shelters by 
publishing articles in 
the local newspaper, 
websites & social 
media, holding town 
hall meetings, and 
providing bulletins to 
local churches and 
the schools + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Action Step 8: Install 
auxiliary, mobile and/ 
or fixed generatiors 
(including transfer 
switches) where 
needed, including all 
designated 
evacuation and 
emergency shelters, 
community water 
systems, and critical 
facilities + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Action Step 9: Trim 
tree lines around 
roads, homes, 
utilities & 
businesses. + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
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Action Step 10: Seek 
funding to retrofit 
public buildings to 
reinforce windows, 
roofs and doors + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Action Step 11: 
Initiate an inspection 
program at critical 
facilities to identify 
construction 
weakness + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Action Step 12: 
Review building 
codes for proper 
wind strength and 
safety regulations 
and for the 
consistency with 
state and federal 
regulations + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
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Worksheet #4 Evaluate Alternative Mitigation Actions 
 
 
1. Fill in the goal and its corresponding objective. Use a separate worksheet for each objective. The considerations under 
each criterion are suggested ones to use; you can revise these to reflect your own considerations (see Table 2-1). 
 
2. Fill in the alternative actions that address the specific objectives the planning team identified in Worksheet #1. 
 
3. Scoring: For each consideration, indicate a plus (+) for favorable, and a negative (-) for less favorable. 
 
When you complete the scoring; negatives will indicate gaps or shortcomings in the particular action, which can be noted 
in the Comments section. For considerations that do not apply, fill in N/A for not applicable. Only leave a blank if you do 
not know an answer. In this case, make a note in the Comments section of the “expert” or source to consult to help you 
evaluate the criterion. 

 
Goal 3.1: Prevent damage resulting from wildfires, reduce the threat of wildfires, and protect the life and 
property of residents from wildfires in Brooks County and the Cities of Barwick, Morven, Pavo, and 
Quitman. 
  

Objective 3.1.1: Minimize the threat of wildfires to persons and properties in the community. 
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Action Step 1: 
Identify Specific 
mitigation projects for 
funding assistance (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Action Step 2: 
Update the 
Community Wildfire 
Protection Plan (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Action Step 3: 
Purchase 2 Tanker 
Pumpers (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Action Step 4: 
Purchase 2 Fire 
Engines (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Action Step 5: 
Construct a new fire 
station for the City of 
Quitman (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
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Action Step 6: Lower 
ISO rating for the 
City of Quitman by 
inventorying & 
evaluation water 
system piping to 
determine sizes and 
conditions of the 
existing system and 
determine which 
pipes needs to be 
replaces for highter 
water flow to meet 
the requirement of 
the ISO rating 
system (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
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Action Step 7: 
Expand dry hydrant 
capabilities by 
installing fire 
department 
connections on 25 
deep pit wells, 
along with three 
10,000 gallons 
storage tanks at the 
existing firestations. (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Action Step 8: 
Replace Antiquated 
water and sewer 
lines and 
equipment prone to 
failure in Brooks 
County and the 
cities of Barwick, 
Morven, Pavo & 
Quitman (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
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Worksheet #4 Evaluate Alternative Mitigation Actions 
 
 
1. Fill in the goal and its corresponding objective. Use a separate worksheet for each objective. The considerations under 
each criterion are suggested ones to use; you can revise these to reflect your own considerations (see Table 2-1). 
 
2. Fill in the alternative actions that address the specific objectives the planning team identified in Worksheet #1. 
 
3. Scoring: For each consideration, indicate a plus (+) for favorable, and a negative (-) for less favorable. 
 
When you complete the scoring; negatives will indicate gaps or shortcomings in the particular action, which can be noted 
in the Comments section. For considerations that do not apply, fill in N/A for not applicable. Only leave a blank if you do 
not know an answer. In this case, make a note in the Comments section of the “expert” or source to consult to help you 
evaluate the criterion. 

 
Goal 4.1: Protect Citizens of Brooks County from the threat of lightning strikes. 
  

Objective 4.1.1:  Provide tools necessary for warning of lightning strikes. 
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Action Step 1: 
Educate public on 
the risks of lightning 
through social media 
posts (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (-) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A N/A (+)

Action Step 2: Make 
lightning warning 
system information 
available to other 
entities having 
significant outdoor 
activities such as golf 
courses, businesses, 
airports, etc through 
weatherSTEM (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (-) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A N/A (+)

Action Step 3: 
Essential & critical 
facilities with critical 
electronics should 
install a lightning 
protection system (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (-) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A N/A (+)
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Worksheet #4 Evaluate Alternative Mitigation Actions 
 
 
1. Fill in the goal and its corresponding objective. Use a separate worksheet for each objective. The considerations under 
each criterion are suggested ones to use; you can revise these to reflect your own considerations (see Table 2-1). 
 
2. Fill in the alternative actions that address the specific objectives the planning team identified in Worksheet #1. 
 
3. Scoring: For each consideration, indicate a plus (+) for favorable, and a negative (-) for less favorable. 
 
When you complete the scoring; negatives will indicate gaps or shortcomings in the particular action, which can be noted 
in the Comments section. For considerations that do not apply, fill in N/A for not applicable. Only leave a blank if you do 
not know an answer. In this case, make a note in the Comments section of the “expert” or source to consult to help you 
evaluate the criterion. 

 
Goal 5.1: Minimize flood damage in Brooks County and the Cities of Barwick, Morven, Pavo, and 
Quitman. 
  

Objective 5.1.1:  Minimize losses to existing and future structures, especially community critical 
facilities, due to localized flooding caused by excessive rainfall, and river flooding. 
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Action Step 1: 
Petition FEMA to 
update local Flood 
Insurance Rate 
(FIRM) Maps (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (-) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A N/A (+)

Action Step 2: 
Review data on 
storm events to 
determine where 
repetitive localized 
flooding occurs as a 
result of inadequate 
drainage 
infrastructure. (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (-) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A N/A (+)

Action Step 3: 
Identify and pursue 
grant opportunities to 
upgrade deficient 
drainage systems. (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (-) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A N/A (+)
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Action Step 4: Utilize 
GIS data to 
determine possible 
locations for flood 
containment areas (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (-) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A N/A (+)

Action Step 5: 
Monitor 
comprehensive land 
use plans to ensure 
mapping of lands to 
be permanently 
protected. (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (-) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A N/A (+)

Action Step: 6: 
Monitor existing 
subdivision 
regulations to 
promote 
conservation of 
floodplains, wetlands 
and groundwater 
recharge areas. (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (-) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A N/A (+)
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Action Step 7: Seek 
funding from private 
foundations, 
individuals, federal 
and state grants, 
and local 
communities to 
leverage available 
green space grant 
funds (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (-) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A N/A (+)
Action Step 8: 
Repair storm drain 
covers/grate when 
brokend or drained (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (-) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A N/A (+)
Action Step 9: 
Continue 
complaince with 
NFIP through 
review, adoption 
and updates to 
flood protection 
ordinances and 
maps, and work 
towards database 
to record depth of 
flooding in order to 
determine extent 
and possible 
damage (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (-) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A N/A (+)
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Worksheet #4 Evaluate Alternative Mitigation Actions 
 
 
1. Fill in the goal and its corresponding objective. Use a separate worksheet for each objective. The considerations under 
each criterion are suggested ones to use; you can revise these to reflect your own considerations (see Table 2-1). 
 
2. Fill in the alternative actions that address the specific objectives the planning team identified in Worksheet #1. 
 
3. Scoring: For each consideration, indicate a plus (+) for favorable, and a negative (-) for less favorable. 
 
When you complete the scoring; negatives will indicate gaps or shortcomings in the particular action, which can be noted 
in the Comments section. For considerations that do not apply, fill in N/A for not applicable. Only leave a blank if you do 
not know an answer. In this case, make a note in the Comments section of the “expert” or source to consult to help you 
evaluate the criterion. 

 
Goal 6.1: Ensure the citizens of Brooks County are warned of conditions of extreme heat. 
  

Objective 6.1.1: Employ methodology for determining “Heat Stress” days in Brooks County and 
forecasting the danger. 
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Action Step 1: 
Identify and 
designate 
emergency shelters, 
in consultation with 
appropriate 
organziations (Senior 
Citizen Centers, 
hospitals, churches, 
health department, 
etc. and promote 
their use during 
extreme heat events (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (-) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A N/A (+)

Action Step 2: 
Educate the 
community of heat 
risks, via brochures, 
announcements, etc. (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (-) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A N/A (+)

Action Step 3: Annex 
behind the 
agricultural building 
will have free water 
distribution for local 
pick up in times 
designated for 
extreme heat. (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (-) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A N/A (+)
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Worksheet #4 Evaluate Alternative Mitigation Actions 
 
 
1. Fill in the goal and its corresponding objective. Use a separate worksheet for each objective. The considerations under 
each criterion are suggested ones to use; you can revise these to reflect your own considerations (see Table 2-1). 
 
2. Fill in the alternative actions that address the specific objectives the planning team identified in Worksheet #1. 
 
3. Scoring: For each consideration, indicate a plus (+) for favorable, and a negative (-) for less favorable. 
 
When you complete the scoring; negatives will indicate gaps or shortcomings in the particular action, which can be noted 
in the Comments section. For considerations that do not apply, fill in N/A for not applicable. Only leave a blank if you do 
not know an answer. In this case, make a note in the Comments section of the “expert” or source to consult to help you 
evaluate the criterion. 

 
Goal 7.1: Protect Brooks County from the effects of drought conditions. 
  

Objective 7.1.1:  Ensure adequate drinking water supply is available during drought conditions. 
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Action Step 1: 
Develop a 
comprehensive study 
that will allow 
community leaders to 
understand when 
public and domestic 
underground water 
systems' water levels 
are threatened (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (-) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A N/A (+)

Action Step 2: Apply 
for a mitigation grant 
to finance a study of 
underground water 
levels, weather 
conditions, and 
usage that will 
forecast threats to 
public and domestic 
water systems (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (-) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A N/A (+)
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tiered plan to provide 
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as needed basis. (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (-) (+) (+) (+) (+) N/A N/A N/A N/A (+)
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Mr. Willie P. Booker, Sr., 77
The Sun Rises: Deacon Willie Paul Booker, Sr., son of 

John S. Booker and Lovely Mae Booker was born on Octo-
ber 1, 1943.

The Sun Shines: He attended ele-
mentary school in Pavo, Georgia. After 
the untimely death of his father, Willie 
Paul quit school at the age of 10 to assist 
his mother full time on the family farm. 
He was known to family as Shammie 
or Shamp but to most, he was Paul and 
to his wife, ‘Mr. Booker’ during play-
ful times. In 1970, Willie Paul built the 
house he and his wife last shared with his bear hands, rearing 
their 10 children, 5 adopted grandchildren and enjoying the 
laughter and foot patter of many grand and great grandchil-
dren. Family gatherings were never small, never quiet, and 
never without laughter – just the way he liked it.  February 
14, 2021, he celebrated 58 years of marriage to his youthful 
sweetheart, Nadine Giddens.

Willie Paul worked everyday, sunup to sundown on the 
family farm growing and selling produce and raising various 
animals; farm life was his passion. While farming mornings 
and evenings, he also worked full time for the Department of 
Transportation retiring as supervisor/foreman after 34 years.  
He resumed farming full time and instilled the value of hard 
work into his children.  Despite health and age, he continued 
to work on the farm even from his wheelchair, showing his 
strength and determination to never let physical challenges 
hinder him. Willie Paul was known to all as a hard worker 
who always found something to keep busy.

He joined St. John’s Holiness Church, founded and pas-
tored by his mother, Mother Lovely Mae Booker Presley. The 
whole family automatically joined, and all learned to play vi-
tal roles in the church. No matter what, he ensured his family 
attended church regularly, instilling another strong value in 
his family, a Christian foundation.  The family church would 
later be renamed True Born Church of God, where Willie 
Paul continued to support the church and serve as deacon 
now under Pastor Robert Reynolds.  

The Sun Sets:  On Thursday, October 7, 2021 at Archbold 
Memorial Hospital in Thomasville, GA, Deacon Willie Paul 
Booker was fed breakfast by his son Paul Jr. Afterwards, they 
engaged in deep prayer and just minutes later, Willie Paul 
answered when the Lord called him home.

Willie Paul was proceeded in death by his parents, son and 
daughter from (wife Nadine) Mary Delores and John Antho-
ny Booker, Sr.

He leaves to cherish his precious memories a loving and 
devoted family. His wife, Nadine Giddens Booker and from 
their union: Barbara Ann, Belinda Racine (Robert), Love-
ly (Derrick), Paul (Lisa), Laverne (Mark), Walter (Keisha), 
Darryl (Kathy), Kristie.  Additional sons: Tony (Tasha) Mer-
rill and Keith (Tracy) Merrill. Adopted grandchildren: April 
(Jimmy), Victoria, John (Ayaha), Antwain and Aja.

Siblings: Maydel Davis and Emma Grace Swain of MA 
and Mildred (Fred) Williams of GA. His family of in-laws: 
John (Sharon) Giddens, and Isiah Giddens of MA; Jack, and 
Sampson Jr. Giddens, Elizabeth Hill, Sylvia Foster, Alberta of 
GA and Thomas Lee, Jr., Orlando.  Deceased siblings – Mary 
Lee, Eloise Richardson, Essie Mae Samuels, John L. Booker, 
Roscoe Booker and Mack Booker. Deceased in-laws – Ear-
nestine Giddens, Linda Giddens and Earlene Giddens and a 
host of grandchildren (23), great grandchildren (14), nieces, 
nephews, cousins and friends – all who mourn his loss.

Funeral services were Saturday, October 16, 2021 at 10:00 
A.M. at Calvary Christian Center in Quitman, with Bishop 
Thomas Lee, Jr. officiating. Burial followed at the Booker 
Family Resting Place Cemetery in Pavo. We invite you to 
visit our website at stevensmcgheefuneralhome.com  to ac-
cess video stream of the service and share condolences with 
the family. Stevens-McGhee Funeral Home was in charge of 
the arrangements.

Get Noticed!
Place your ad in the 

Quitman Free Press today!
Call 263-4615

Quitman United Methodist Food Pantry
The Food Pantry is open the first and third Mondays 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 

a.m.

S.O.U.L Center prayer and Bible study 
Noon day prayer is Tuesday thru Friday 12 noon to 1 pm. Bible study 

is every Monday, 6 pm. 804 E. Screven St. in Quitman. The public is in-
vited to come share with us as we praise God for what he has done. Masks 
are required and social distance will be in place. 
Quitman Church of God

In service Sunday Morning beginning at 10:30
No Wednesday service schedule yet. 
Join us on Facebook Live each Sunday Morning for service too.

True Worship Ministry
Service are 1st and 3rd Sunday morning at 10 a.m. Sunday School and 

11 a.m. Morning Worship 2nd Sunday Youth Service at 10 a.m. Sunday 
School 11 a.m. Morning Worship. 4th Sunday 10 a.m. Sunday School 
11a.m. Morning Worship. 

Leaders Apostle Jarvis and Dorothy Travis, Pastor Ellis Gudes. Church 
213 South Warran St., Quitman, GA.
Church of the Living God in Christ Jesus

1508 E. Screven St., Quitman, GA 31643, Pastor Ernest C. Ashley, Asst. 
Pastor Vivian Curry, Phone: 678-914-6923
Dixie Seventh-day Adventist Church

The Dixie Seventh-day Adventist Church is sponsoring Children’s Bi-
ble Study (ages 4-12) on Saturday mornings via Zoom from 10:00am to 
10:45am.  If you are interested call Hazel Little at 229-977-2995 or Mary 
Ashley 229-263-8217 for details.
Sisters Abiding in Light and Truth

SALT—Sisters Abiding in Light and Truth is a multi-church, multi-de-
nominational ladies Bible study group that meets every Monday morning 
from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. We meet at New Life Assembly of God, 900 
N. Barwick Road, Quitman, GA. This group will be starting a new Bible 
study series on Monday, September 12, 2021. The new study is “Daniel” by 
Beth Moore. All ladies are invited to join us. Please contact Teresa Hodum 
at 229-560-6480 for more information. All denominations are welcome.

Bethel AME
1. Bethel AME will observe Breast Cancer Awareness on Sunday, Octo-

ber 17th at 11 AM. Inviting everyone to attend and wear pink. Women will 
have an opportunity to share your story. Everyone is asked to wear a mask.

2. Bethel AME Church will celebrate its 155th Church Anniversary on 
October 31st at 11 AM in person. The Presiding Prelate of the Sixth Episco-
pal Distric, Bishop Reginals T. Jackson will be the guest speaker. Bethel is 
asking the community to purchase congratulatory ads to go into their sou-
venir book. For information on an ad please contact 229-263-8900. Host 
Pastor is Rev. Renee’ Gee-Theophille. Everyone is asked to wear a mask.

CHURCH NEWS

Ms. Lashonda N. Anderson, 48
Ms. Lashonda Nicole Anderson was born on June 22, 1973 

in Valdosta, Georgia to the late Juanita Anderson Brooklin 
and the late David “Pep” Whitfield. 
The Lord called Lashonda “Biscuit” to 
himself on Saturday October 9, 2021. 
Lashonda is now in the presence of the 
Almighty God.

She attended the Valdosta City School 
System where she encountered many 
joyful memories and friends. She had a 
smile that would light up any room.

Lashonda leaves behind her four chil-
dren, Timothy, Curtis, Paige, Shawn and her bonus son Nick; 
five sisters, Latron, Tonya, Kelli (Karry), Kandice (Leo) and 
Jokita; four grandchildren, Martavious, Christian, Ahlord and 
Wynter; grandmother, Josephine Ponder; grandfather, Curtis 
(Gwen); her fiancé, Troy Sims; special uncle Kenny Ander-
son; special aunties, Tracie Jenkins and Julia Anderson and a 
host of relatives and friends. Special shout out to the Boom 
- Boom Room Family 1 and 2.

Funeral services were Saturday, October 16, 2021 at 4:00 
P.M. at Pallbearers Cemetery in Valdosta, with Pastor Mathew 
Loveday officiating. We invite you to visit our website at ste-
vensmcgheefuneralhome.com  to share condolences with the 
family.  Stevens-McGhee Funeral Home was in charge of the 
arrangements.

Mrs. Gracie Wooten Jefferson, 90
Gracie Wooten Jefferson was born in Simon Hill (Dix-

ie), Georgia to loving parents Mary and Judson Wooten (de-
ceased). Her spiritual and educational 
foundation began there - first as a bap-
tized member of Simon Hill Baptist 
Church and as a feisty but scholarly stu-
dent at Simon Hill Normal School, the 
same school where she was hired as a 
teacher after graduating from college 
and where she was later promoted to 
Principal. She earned a Master’s Spe-
cialist degree in Education at FAMU and 
bachelors from Albany State University on a full scholarship 
utilizing her talent in basketball.

Gracie was the sister to eleven siblings. Those who are 
living include: Maurice W. Mays, Mary Wooten- Lacey, and 
Bertha W. Smith. Her other siblings who proceeded her in the 
heavenly realm include: Minnie W. Brown, Ella W. Taylor, 
Thelma W. Parker, Lucy W. Johnson, Hallie Selassie Wooten, 
Mussolini Wooten, Franklin Wooten, and one stillborn child.

In 1952 she married the late Frank T. Jefferson, Jr. of Quit-
man and to their union was born Roderick L. Jefferson (Joyce), 
Alger T. Jefferson (deceased), Anita J. Bates (Harold), and 
Frank T. Jefferson III (deceased) and daughter of Frank Jef-
ferson whom she too loved Deloise Colmon. Grandchildren: 
Tamar Gunby (Douglas), Telisa Roberts, Natasha Jefferson, 
Tonitia Jefferson, Latoya Jones (Anthony), Roderick L. Jef-
ferson Jr. (Monica), and great grandchildren: DeShon Gunby, 
Tiffani Gunby, Ce’Aroh Roberts, Alex Roberts (deceased), 
Courtney Roberts, Zecharious Carter, Trenton Marc Jones, 
and Aiden Jefferson.

Be assured that all of her family, church members, neigh-
bors, colleagues, educators, and friends were loved without 
reserve. Her “sons and daughters” adopted throughout the 
years received a special dose of her gracious love. It is true 
that Gracie W. Jefferson was amazing; she honestly felt that 
“if I can help somebody as I pass along my way, then my liv-
ing will not be in vain” (Mahalia Jackson).

As a teacher, pianist, basketball coach, and later as school 
Principal she wanted her students to have a well-rounded 
education. After leaving Simon Hill, she was transferred to 
Quitman Primary in Quitman as the Board of Education’s 
first black female Principal; she was known as a discipli-
narian who served her students, faculty and families in the 
community for 37 years. Upon retirement in 1993, she still 
invested her educator’s acumen with Family Connection, the 
Retired Educators, the Brooks County Board of Commission-
ers where she made the recommendation to name a section 
of Highway 84 for Georgia Representative Henry L. Reeves 
and is credited for the hospital directional signs in Quitman. 
She was active on the Board of Directors for the Boys and 
Girls Club in Quitman and endowed a generous scholarship 
in her son’s (Frank) name. She was also a member of Delta 
Sigma Theta sorority and honored as a Delta Dear; special 
tribute to Mrs. L. Chisholm (soror) and club member Mrs. B. 
Wakefield.

Beulah Baptist became her church home by letter from 
Simon Hill Baptist church after marriage where she served 
actively and faithfully under its covenant as a tithing member 
all the remaining days of her life. The refrain of her favorite 
hymn “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” sums up her legacy, “Great 
is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!   Morning by 
morning new mercies I see; all I have needed Thy hand hath 
provided me. Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!” 

Rest safe in His arms, feel His tender mercy, Gracie. Great 
is your faithfulness. Well done, faithful servant. Well done.             

Funeral services were Sunday, October 17, 2021 at 12:00 
P.M. at the Beulah Missionary Baptist Church lawn in Quit-
man with Rev. Walter Mays officiating. Burial followed in 
the North End Cemetery in Quitman. We invite you to vis-
it our website at stevensmcgheefuneralhome.com to access 
video stream of the service and share condolences with the 
family.  Stevens-McGhee Funeral Home was in charge of the 
arrangements.

A String Of Pearls
James H. Cagle 

Memories are like a string of pearls
That we untie when we grow old;

Reminiscing each golden moment,
When we were youthful, strong, and bold.

Slowly unstringing our yesterdays
As our mind’s fingers rotate each pearl;

Maybe a tear or maybe laughter
Comes as bygone days uncurl.

As our youthful days slipped by us,
We raised stones with pure intent:

Now, when gazing back along our pathway,
Our heart revisits those marked events.

Looking back, we see the heartache-
That loss or trial that brought us low;

But we see, too, how, through our pain,
God’s love and strength we came to know.

There are milestones that mark victories,
Others are raised that tell of defeat;

But ev’ry pillar’s a hallowed monument,
Where Jesus blessed, our faith to complete.

O, the glory of old age,
To turn and look back on life’s race;

To untie and slip off pearls,
So much more precious because of grace.
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Mr. Willie P. Booker, Sr., 77
The Sun Rises: Deacon Willie Paul Booker, Sr., son of 

John S. Booker and Lovely Mae Booker was born on Octo-
ber 1, 1943.

The Sun Shines: He attended ele-
mentary school in Pavo, Georgia. After 
the untimely death of his father, Willie 
Paul quit school at the age of 10 to assist 
his mother full time on the family farm. 
He was known to family as Shammie 
or Shamp but to most, he was Paul and 
to his wife, ‘Mr. Booker’ during play-
ful times. In 1970, Willie Paul built the 
house he and his wife last shared with his bear hands, rearing 
their 10 children, 5 adopted grandchildren and enjoying the 
laughter and foot patter of many grand and great grandchil-
dren. Family gatherings were never small, never quiet, and 
never without laughter – just the way he liked it.  February 
14, 2021, he celebrated 58 years of marriage to his youthful 
sweetheart, Nadine Giddens.

Willie Paul worked everyday, sunup to sundown on the 
family farm growing and selling produce and raising various 
animals; farm life was his passion. While farming mornings 
and evenings, he also worked full time for the Department of 
Transportation retiring as supervisor/foreman after 34 years.  
He resumed farming full time and instilled the value of hard 
work into his children.  Despite health and age, he continued 
to work on the farm even from his wheelchair, showing his 
strength and determination to never let physical challenges 
hinder him. Willie Paul was known to all as a hard worker 
who always found something to keep busy.

He joined St. John’s Holiness Church, founded and pas-
tored by his mother, Mother Lovely Mae Booker Presley. The 
whole family automatically joined, and all learned to play vi-
tal roles in the church. No matter what, he ensured his family 
attended church regularly, instilling another strong value in 
his family, a Christian foundation.  The family church would 
later be renamed True Born Church of God, where Willie 
Paul continued to support the church and serve as deacon 
now under Pastor Robert Reynolds.  

The Sun Sets:  On Thursday, October 7, 2021 at Archbold 
Memorial Hospital in Thomasville, GA, Deacon Willie Paul 
Booker was fed breakfast by his son Paul Jr. Afterwards, they 
engaged in deep prayer and just minutes later, Willie Paul 
answered when the Lord called him home.

Willie Paul was proceeded in death by his parents, son and 
daughter from (wife Nadine) Mary Delores and John Antho-
ny Booker, Sr.

He leaves to cherish his precious memories a loving and 
devoted family. His wife, Nadine Giddens Booker and from 
their union: Barbara Ann, Belinda Racine (Robert), Love-
ly (Derrick), Paul (Lisa), Laverne (Mark), Walter (Keisha), 
Darryl (Kathy), Kristie.  Additional sons: Tony (Tasha) Mer-
rill and Keith (Tracy) Merrill. Adopted grandchildren: April 
(Jimmy), Victoria, John (Ayaha), Antwain and Aja.

Siblings: Maydel Davis and Emma Grace Swain of MA 
and Mildred (Fred) Williams of GA. His family of in-laws: 
John (Sharon) Giddens, and Isiah Giddens of MA; Jack, and 
Sampson Jr. Giddens, Elizabeth Hill, Sylvia Foster, Alberta of 
GA and Thomas Lee, Jr., Orlando.  Deceased siblings – Mary 
Lee, Eloise Richardson, Essie Mae Samuels, John L. Booker, 
Roscoe Booker and Mack Booker. Deceased in-laws – Ear-
nestine Giddens, Linda Giddens and Earlene Giddens and a 
host of grandchildren (23), great grandchildren (14), nieces, 
nephews, cousins and friends – all who mourn his loss.

Funeral services were Saturday, October 16, 2021 at 10:00 
A.M. at Calvary Christian Center in Quitman, with Bishop 
Thomas Lee, Jr. officiating. Burial followed at the Booker 
Family Resting Place Cemetery in Pavo. We invite you to 
visit our website at stevensmcgheefuneralhome.com  to ac-
cess video stream of the service and share condolences with 
the family. Stevens-McGhee Funeral Home was in charge of 
the arrangements.
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Quitman United Methodist Food Pantry
The Food Pantry is open the first and third Mondays 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 

a.m.

S.O.U.L Center prayer and Bible study 
Noon day prayer is Tuesday thru Friday 12 noon to 1 pm. Bible study 

is every Monday, 6 pm. 804 E. Screven St. in Quitman. The public is in-
vited to come share with us as we praise God for what he has done. Masks 
are required and social distance will be in place. 
Quitman Church of God

In service Sunday Morning beginning at 10:30
No Wednesday service schedule yet. 
Join us on Facebook Live each Sunday Morning for service too.

True Worship Ministry
Service are 1st and 3rd Sunday morning at 10 a.m. Sunday School and 

11 a.m. Morning Worship 2nd Sunday Youth Service at 10 a.m. Sunday 
School 11 a.m. Morning Worship. 4th Sunday 10 a.m. Sunday School 
11a.m. Morning Worship. 

Leaders Apostle Jarvis and Dorothy Travis, Pastor Ellis Gudes. Church 
213 South Warran St., Quitman, GA.
Church of the Living God in Christ Jesus

1508 E. Screven St., Quitman, GA 31643, Pastor Ernest C. Ashley, Asst. 
Pastor Vivian Curry, Phone: 678-914-6923
Dixie Seventh-day Adventist Church

The Dixie Seventh-day Adventist Church is sponsoring Children’s Bi-
ble Study (ages 4-12) on Saturday mornings via Zoom from 10:00am to 
10:45am.  If you are interested call Hazel Little at 229-977-2995 or Mary 
Ashley 229-263-8217 for details.
Sisters Abiding in Light and Truth

SALT—Sisters Abiding in Light and Truth is a multi-church, multi-de-
nominational ladies Bible study group that meets every Monday morning 
from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. We meet at New Life Assembly of God, 900 
N. Barwick Road, Quitman, GA. This group will be starting a new Bible 
study series on Monday, September 12, 2021. The new study is “Daniel” by 
Beth Moore. All ladies are invited to join us. Please contact Teresa Hodum 
at 229-560-6480 for more information. All denominations are welcome.

Bethel AME
1. Bethel AME will observe Breast Cancer Awareness on Sunday, Octo-

ber 17th at 11 AM. Inviting everyone to attend and wear pink. Women will 
have an opportunity to share your story. Everyone is asked to wear a mask.

2. Bethel AME Church will celebrate its 155th Church Anniversary on 
October 31st at 11 AM in person. The Presiding Prelate of the Sixth Episco-
pal Distric, Bishop Reginals T. Jackson will be the guest speaker. Bethel is 
asking the community to purchase congratulatory ads to go into their sou-
venir book. For information on an ad please contact 229-263-8900. Host 
Pastor is Rev. Renee’ Gee-Theophille. Everyone is asked to wear a mask.

CHURCH NEWS

Ms. Lashonda N. Anderson, 48
Ms. Lashonda Nicole Anderson was born on June 22, 1973 

in Valdosta, Georgia to the late Juanita Anderson Brooklin 
and the late David “Pep” Whitfield. 
The Lord called Lashonda “Biscuit” to 
himself on Saturday October 9, 2021. 
Lashonda is now in the presence of the 
Almighty God.

She attended the Valdosta City School 
System where she encountered many 
joyful memories and friends. She had a 
smile that would light up any room.

Lashonda leaves behind her four chil-
dren, Timothy, Curtis, Paige, Shawn and her bonus son Nick; 
five sisters, Latron, Tonya, Kelli (Karry), Kandice (Leo) and 
Jokita; four grandchildren, Martavious, Christian, Ahlord and 
Wynter; grandmother, Josephine Ponder; grandfather, Curtis 
(Gwen); her fiancé, Troy Sims; special uncle Kenny Ander-
son; special aunties, Tracie Jenkins and Julia Anderson and a 
host of relatives and friends. Special shout out to the Boom 
- Boom Room Family 1 and 2.

Funeral services were Saturday, October 16, 2021 at 4:00 
P.M. at Pallbearers Cemetery in Valdosta, with Pastor Mathew 
Loveday officiating. We invite you to visit our website at ste-
vensmcgheefuneralhome.com  to share condolences with the 
family.  Stevens-McGhee Funeral Home was in charge of the 
arrangements.

Mrs. Gracie Wooten Jefferson, 90
Gracie Wooten Jefferson was born in Simon Hill (Dix-

ie), Georgia to loving parents Mary and Judson Wooten (de-
ceased). Her spiritual and educational 
foundation began there - first as a bap-
tized member of Simon Hill Baptist 
Church and as a feisty but scholarly stu-
dent at Simon Hill Normal School, the 
same school where she was hired as a 
teacher after graduating from college 
and where she was later promoted to 
Principal. She earned a Master’s Spe-
cialist degree in Education at FAMU and 
bachelors from Albany State University on a full scholarship 
utilizing her talent in basketball.

Gracie was the sister to eleven siblings. Those who are 
living include: Maurice W. Mays, Mary Wooten- Lacey, and 
Bertha W. Smith. Her other siblings who proceeded her in the 
heavenly realm include: Minnie W. Brown, Ella W. Taylor, 
Thelma W. Parker, Lucy W. Johnson, Hallie Selassie Wooten, 
Mussolini Wooten, Franklin Wooten, and one stillborn child.

In 1952 she married the late Frank T. Jefferson, Jr. of Quit-
man and to their union was born Roderick L. Jefferson (Joyce), 
Alger T. Jefferson (deceased), Anita J. Bates (Harold), and 
Frank T. Jefferson III (deceased) and daughter of Frank Jef-
ferson whom she too loved Deloise Colmon. Grandchildren: 
Tamar Gunby (Douglas), Telisa Roberts, Natasha Jefferson, 
Tonitia Jefferson, Latoya Jones (Anthony), Roderick L. Jef-
ferson Jr. (Monica), and great grandchildren: DeShon Gunby, 
Tiffani Gunby, Ce’Aroh Roberts, Alex Roberts (deceased), 
Courtney Roberts, Zecharious Carter, Trenton Marc Jones, 
and Aiden Jefferson.

Be assured that all of her family, church members, neigh-
bors, colleagues, educators, and friends were loved without 
reserve. Her “sons and daughters” adopted throughout the 
years received a special dose of her gracious love. It is true 
that Gracie W. Jefferson was amazing; she honestly felt that 
“if I can help somebody as I pass along my way, then my liv-
ing will not be in vain” (Mahalia Jackson).

As a teacher, pianist, basketball coach, and later as school 
Principal she wanted her students to have a well-rounded 
education. After leaving Simon Hill, she was transferred to 
Quitman Primary in Quitman as the Board of Education’s 
first black female Principal; she was known as a discipli-
narian who served her students, faculty and families in the 
community for 37 years. Upon retirement in 1993, she still 
invested her educator’s acumen with Family Connection, the 
Retired Educators, the Brooks County Board of Commission-
ers where she made the recommendation to name a section 
of Highway 84 for Georgia Representative Henry L. Reeves 
and is credited for the hospital directional signs in Quitman. 
She was active on the Board of Directors for the Boys and 
Girls Club in Quitman and endowed a generous scholarship 
in her son’s (Frank) name. She was also a member of Delta 
Sigma Theta sorority and honored as a Delta Dear; special 
tribute to Mrs. L. Chisholm (soror) and club member Mrs. B. 
Wakefield.

Beulah Baptist became her church home by letter from 
Simon Hill Baptist church after marriage where she served 
actively and faithfully under its covenant as a tithing member 
all the remaining days of her life. The refrain of her favorite 
hymn “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” sums up her legacy, “Great 
is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!   Morning by 
morning new mercies I see; all I have needed Thy hand hath 
provided me. Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!” 

Rest safe in His arms, feel His tender mercy, Gracie. Great 
is your faithfulness. Well done, faithful servant. Well done.             

Funeral services were Sunday, October 17, 2021 at 12:00 
P.M. at the Beulah Missionary Baptist Church lawn in Quit-
man with Rev. Walter Mays officiating. Burial followed in 
the North End Cemetery in Quitman. We invite you to vis-
it our website at stevensmcgheefuneralhome.com to access 
video stream of the service and share condolences with the 
family.  Stevens-McGhee Funeral Home was in charge of the 
arrangements.

A String Of Pearls
James H. Cagle 

Memories are like a string of pearls
That we untie when we grow old;

Reminiscing each golden moment,
When we were youthful, strong, and bold.

Slowly unstringing our yesterdays
As our mind’s fingers rotate each pearl;

Maybe a tear or maybe laughter
Comes as bygone days uncurl.

As our youthful days slipped by us,
We raised stones with pure intent:

Now, when gazing back along our pathway,
Our heart revisits those marked events.

Looking back, we see the heartache-
That loss or trial that brought us low;

But we see, too, how, through our pain,
God’s love and strength we came to know.

There are milestones that mark victories,
Others are raised that tell of defeat;

But ev’ry pillar’s a hallowed monument,
Where Jesus blessed, our faith to complete.

O, the glory of old age,
To turn and look back on life’s race;

To untie and slip off pearls,
So much more precious because of grace.
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121 North Lee Street • Quitman

263-4061
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The Isaacs to perform here November 12
The Quitman/Brooks County Museum and Cultural 

Center is hosting the award winning music group–
The Isaacs on Sunday, November 12, at the Brooks 
County Performing Arts Center located at 1801 
Moultrie Highway in Quitman. The group, based out 
of Hendersonville, Tennessee, is planning on bringing 
genres of music including bluegrass, rhythm and 
blues, and folk to Quitman. Many sponsorship levels 
are available. Adult tickets are $30 and students 18 
and under tickets are $20. Contact the museum at 
229-263-6000 for tickets. 

In our study, we 
have noticed three of 
the five “w’s”: “Who, 
“What,” and  “When.” 
In this article, we want 
to spend time on the 
“why” of service. We 
have  already discussed 
that we are to serve 
to be Christ-like and 
to glorify God, but 
we  want to take a 
deeper dive into the 
purpose and hopefully 
be encouraged to serve  
even more.  

First, we are to serve 
because it honors God. 
Jesus said, “If anyone 
serves  Me, let him 
follow Me; and where I 
am, there My servant 
will be also. If anyone  
serves Me, him My 
Father will honor” (John 
12:26). Jesus stated 
that a true  servant of 
the Lord will also follow 
Him. Consider the 
language of John 10: “I 
am  the good shepherd; 
and I know My sheep, 
and am known by My 
own. As the  Father 
knows Me, even so I 
know the Father; and 
I lay down My life for 

the sheep.  And other 
sheep I have which are 
not of this fold; them 
also I must bring, and  
they will hear My voice; 
and there will be one 
flock and one shepherd” 
(John  10:14-16). This 
concept of “following 
Jesus” is what it means 
to be a disciple. It is  to 
learn at the feet of the 
Master and walk in His 
steps (cf. 1 Pet. 2:21). 
The word  “if” implies 
that not all people who 
say they want to live for 
Jesus actually will. In  
fact, only few are willing 
to pay the price and do 
what is necessary (Matt. 
7:13-14;  Luke 9:23). 
Service is to God and 
honors Him; however, 
the amazing blessing  
associated with this is 
that God will honor the 
one who serves!  

Second, we are to 
serve to reflect the light 
and love of Christ. In the  
Judgment Scene painted 
in Matthew’s account of 
the Gospel (Matt. 25:31-
46),  there are specific 
ways in which one serves 
others, but notice what 

Jesus says:  “Then the 
King will say to those 
on His right hand, 
‘Come, you blessed of 
My  Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation 
of the world: for  I was 
hungry and you gave Me 
food; I was thirsty and 
you gave Me drink; I was 
a  stranger and you took 
Me in; I was naked and 
you clothed Me; I was 
sick and you  visited Me; 
I was in prison and you 
came to Me.’ “Then the 
righteous will answer  
Him, saying, ‘Lord, 
when did we see You 
hungry and feed You, 
or thirsty and give  You 
drink? When did we see 
You a stranger and take 
You in, or naked and 
clothe  You? Or when 
did we see You sick, or 
in prison, and come to 
You?’ And the King  will 
answer and say to them, 
‘Assuredly, I say to you, 
inasmuch as you did it 
to  one of the least of 
these My brethren, you 
did it to Me.’ “Then He 
will also say to  those on 
the left hand, ‘Depart 
from Me, you cursed, 
into the everlasting fire  
prepared for the devil 
and his angels: for I was 
hungry and you gave Me 
no food; I  was thirsty 
and you gave Me no 
drink; I was a stranger 
and you did not take 
Me  in, naked and you 
did not clothe Me, sick 
and in prison and you 
did not visit  Me.’ “Then 
they also will answer 
Him, saying, ‘Lord, 
when did we see You 
hungry  or thirsty or a 
stranger or naked or sick 
or in prison, and did not 
minister to You?’  Then 
He will answer them, 

saying, ‘Assuredly, I 
say to you, inasmuch 
as you did  not do it 
to one of the least of 
these, you did not do it 
to Me.” When we serve 
and  help others, we are 
actually serving Christ. 
Whenever we fail to 
serve and help  others, 
we are rejecting Christ. 
We reflect His light and 
love when we help the 

helpless, encourage 
the broken hearted, pray 
for those in pain, and 
look for  opportunities 
to help them! 

Third and finally, 
we are to serve because 
of our influence. As 
followers of  Jesus, 
Christians are the salt 
and the light: “You are 
the salt of the earth; 
but if  the salt loses 
its flavor, how shall it 
be seasoned? It is then 
good for nothing but  
to be thrown out and 
trampled underfoot by 
men. “You are the light 
of the world.  A city that 
is set on a hill cannot 
be hidden. Nor do they 
light a lamp and put 
it  under a basket, but 
on a lampstand, and it 
gives light to all who are 
in the house.  Let your 
light so shine before 
men, that they may see 
your good works and  
glorify your Father in 
heaven” (Matt. 5:13-16). 
The good works that 
we do and the  way in 
which we serve others 
brings glory to God. 
We are simply doing 
what  Jesus did as He 
helped those in need. 
No, we cannot perform 
miracles and heal  the 
blind or tell the lame to 
walk, but we can lend a 
helping hand, offer our  
talents, and help ease 
their burdens. We can 
impact others for good 
by serving  them not 
expecting anything in 
return.  

If we can remember 
the three reasons 
discussed (serving 
others honors  God, 
reflects the light and 
love of Christ, and 
allows us to have a 
positive  influence on 
others) then we can 
truly serve and make 
a difference in the 
world  around us. Being 
selfless, humble, and 
truly wanting what is 
best for someone  else 
is what Jesus perfectly 
modeled. May we strive 
to model His behavior 
as we  remember our 
“why.” 

The 5 W's of Serving 
Others: Why

Spiritual QuestionsSpiritual Questions
with Scriptural Answerswith Scriptural Answers

by Drew Suttles
Minister, Quitman Church of Christ

October 4, 2023 •  Quitman Free Press • Page 5

Church News                                                                     
Men & Women Day at Beulah MBC

Beulah Missionary Baptist Church will observe Men 
& Women Day on the 3rd Sunday in October at 3pm. 
Evangelist Teresa Goins will be the guest messenger. 

Here to _____" 7 Succulent plant
44 Sculler's need 8 It's the word, 
45 Janet Jackson sometimes

hit of 1986 9 Oz's ____ City
46 Plymouth 10 Itsy-bitsy thing

colonist, e.g. 11 Part of a fraction
50 "Boston Legal" 12 Mane anagram

actor James 13 Yesteryear
52 Lip affliction 19 Big deals
53 Fit to live in 21 Rainbow shape
55 Dressed to the 24 Serenader, 

____ maybe
56 Civil rights org. 26 Feldman of 
57 Herbal brews "Stand by Me"
58 Pole vault, e.g. 27 Belonging to 
59 Regard father
60 Whirling water 28 Orchestral reed

ACROSS
1 Come to pass
6 Poor, as 

excuses go
10 Clothing closure
14 Yours, in old 

days
15 Last year's 

senior
16 Fast feline
17 Buttermilk, to 

Dale Evans
18 Now and then
20 Step up, as a 

conflict
22 Gerbil or gopher
23 Library patrons
24 Flamingo, for 

one
25 Caesar's 700
26 Garden of the 

Gods state
29 Nuts and 

berries, e.g.
33 File folder 

feature 61 Staff symbols 29 "___ you 43 Curies' find
34 Wheel shaft heard?" 46 Verse in olden
35 Mathis song DOWN 30 Way out days

"Chances ___" 1 Catchall 31 Able to be 47 Vocal qualities
36 Extinct flightless category transferred 48 "___ we all?"

bird 2 Selected 32 Like some acids 49 High homes
37 Seven, on some 3 Roughly, date- 36 Contemptuous 50 Caviar fish

clocks wise 38 Atlas feature 51 Set the ___
38 Stick here and 4 Strip a horse? 39 Fertilizer 52 Outfitted

there 5 Keep in office 40 Motown music 54 Garden plot
42 1953 film, "From 6 Wears well 41 Cowboy's pal
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P O M P I D O L S L U R P
I B I S N O V A P E N A L
P O L A R B E A R I N D I E
S E L L E R G O N D O L A

I M P E R S O N A L
E E L E D I T S L E E P S
D R I L L S I D E A V O W
I N T O D E P O T S A L E
T I E D E S P Y G E N I E
H E R E O N L E G O G O T

S U S T E N A N C E
S K I T T E R Z E A L O T
C A R O L A S S E R T I V E
A T O N E C L U B C Z A R
T E N E T T Y P O H E L M

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF BARWICK

GENERAL ELECTION

Pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 21-2-285(j), there be-
ing no opposed candidates for Post 2, Post 3, 
and Post 5 for positions on the City Council 
of the City of Barwick, Thomas County and 
Brooks County, Georgia, the General Election 
scheduled for November 7, 2023, is canceled.   
The Election Superintendent shall certify such 
unopposed candidates as elected to the of-
fice qualified.  This notice is given pursuant to 
O.C.G.A. § 21-2-285(j).

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the generator 
with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

(877) 318-8496

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty* 
A $735 Value!

Whether you are home or away, protect what 
matters most from unexpected power outages 
with a Generac Home Standby Generator.

Hazard Mitigation Plan Update Public Hearing
To include Brooks County, and the cities of Quitman, Bar-
wick, Morven, and Pavo, and all unincorporated areas of 
the county for a Multi-jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation 
Plan Update.  The Brooks County Emergency Agency in 
cooperation with Southern Georgia Regional Commission 
(SGRC), invites the public to attend a Public Hearing to 
discuss the Brooks County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard 
Mitigation Plan and provide an opportunity for public 
comment.  The plan update is being developed in accor-
dance with the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000, which re-
quires local governments to have an approved Hazard Mit-
igation Plan addressing natural hazards as a condition of 
receiving future federal disaster assistance.  The SGRC staff 
will host a Public Hearing/Open House on October 18, 
2023 at 10:00 AM at the Brooks County Emergency Man-
agement Agency located at 702 Barwick Road, Quitman, 
Georgia 31643.  Comments are being accepted by email 
at jhorton@sgrc.us, by fax at 229-333-5312, or by mailing 
them to Brooks HMP, 1937 Carlton Adams Drive, Val-
dosta, GA 31601.  The previous draft of the Plan is avail-
able on the SGRC website at, www.sgrc.us.  If you would 
like more information, please contact James Horton at the 
Southern Georgia Regional Commission, (229) 333-5277.



















 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix F 
Reports and 
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BROOKS COUNTY CRITICAL FACILITIES

Id Name Jurisdiction Address Facility Types Risk Occupancy Area Building Value

 3400  Barwick City Hall
Barwick 

 town
2036 E Main 

 St  Government, Private
Essential, Important, Historic 

 ConsideraƟon
Government ‐ General 

 Services  1500  450000.00

 28598

Brooks Co Fire Dept 
HQ & Central Area 

 Volunteer FD
Brooks 

 County
203 S 

 Madison St
Emergency Services, Fire 
Fighters  EssenƟal, Important  > 50 units   121300.00

 28605

Brooks County 
Admin (Board of 

 Commissioners)
Brooks 

 County
610 S 

 Highland St
Government, Government 

 Offices  EssenƟal, Important  > 50 units   685710.00

 28601
Brooks County EMA 

 Headquarters
Brooks 

 County
702 Barwick 

 Rd
Government, Government 

 Offices  EssenƟal, Important  > 50 units   213600.00

 28599

Brooks County 
Health 

 Department
Brooks 

 County

500 E 
Courtland 

 Avenue
Medical, Government 

 Offices   > 50 units   577470.00

 3528
Brooks County High 

 School
Brooks 

 County
1801 Moultrie 

 Rd Education, K ‐ 12
Essential, High Potential 

 Loss, Important
Grade Schools and 

 Admin. Offices  133984  40195200.00

 1340
Brooks County 

 Middle School
Brooks 

 County
Rr 2, Box 

 2978  NGO, Water/Sewer
Essential, High Potential 

 Loss, Important
Grade Schools and 

 Admin. Offices  83258  24977400.00

 9850
Brooks County 

 Public Library
Brooks 

 County
404 Barwick 

 Rd Education, Library  Important
Government ‐ General 

 Services  14403  4320900.00

 3379
Brooks County 

 Sheriff's Office
Brooks 

 County
1 West 

 Screven St  Law Enforcement, Sheriff
Essential, Important, Historic 

 ConsideraƟon
Government ‐ General 

 Services  6500  1950000.00

 28639

Brooks County 
Volunteer Fire Dept. 

 ‐ Barney
Brooks 

 County

12211 GA‐122 
Barney GA 

 31625
Emergency Services, Fire 
FighterS  Lifeline  > 50 units   84900.00

 3343

Dixie Area 
Volunteer Fire 

 Department
Brooks 

 County
County Road 

 305
Emergency Services, Fire 

 Fighters  EssenƟal, Important
Government ‐ 

 Emergency Response  2000  600000.00

 3345

East Brooks 
Volunteer Fire 

 Department
Brooks 

 County  GA Hwy 94
Emergency Services, Fire 

 Fighters  EssenƟal, Important
Government ‐ 

 Emergency Response  4800  1440000.00

 28606

Georgia National 
Gas Pumping 

 StaƟon
Brooks 

 County

10000 
Tallokas Rd @ 

 Old Pavo Rd  NGO, Private
Hazardous Materials, High 

 PotenƟal Loss  > 50 units   4975796.00

1



BROOKS COUNTY CRITICAL FACILITIES

Id Name Jurisdiction Address Facility Types Risk Occupancy Area Building Value

 1341
North Brooks 

 Elementary School
Brooks 

 County  Rr 2, Box 667  NGO, Water/Sewer
Essential, High Potential 

 Loss, Important
Grade Schools and 

 Admin. Offices  57430  17229000.00

 1339
Quitman 

 Elementary School
Brooks 

 County
Rr 2, Box 

 2980  NGO, Water/Sewer
Essential, High Potential 

 Loss, Important
Grade Schools and 

 Admin. Offices  80183  24054900.00

 28600

Quitman 
Wastewater 

 Treatment Plant
Brooks 

 County
800 N 

 Highland Rd  Government, Water/Sewer
Essential, Important, 

 Lifeline  > 50 units   465570.00

 28602
Quitman‐Brooks 

 County Airport
Brooks 

 County
2199 Barwick 

 Rd
Government, 

 TransportaƟon  Important  > 50 units   1729800.00

 28597

Sand Hill Area 
Volunteer Fire 

 Department
Brooks 

 County
8080 Tallokas 

 Rd
Emergency Services, Fire 
Fighters  EssenƟal, Important  > 50 units   215600.00

 3344
South Brooks Fire 

 Department
Brooks 

 County  Ga Hwy 33
Emergency Services, Fire 

 Fighters  EssenƟal, Important
Government ‐ 

 Emergency Response  3468  1040400.00

 28603
South Georgia EMS 
 

Brooks 
 County

510 N Walker 
 St  Emergency Services, EMS

Essential, Important, 
 Lifeline  > 50 units   211400.00

 28604
South Georgia EMS 

 StaƟon 2
Brooks 

 County  355 Park St  Emergency Services, EMS
Essential, Important, 

 Lifeline  > 50 units   57300.00

 28596

Tallokas Area 
Volunteer Fire 

 Department
Brooks 

 County
4225 Barwick 

 Rd
Emergency Services, Fire 
Fighters  EssenƟal, Important  > 50 units   561300.00

 3401  Morven City Hall
Morven 

 city  178 2nd St  Government, Private
Essential, Important, Historic 

 ConsideraƟon
Government ‐ General 

 Services  10000  3000000.00

 3275
Morven Police 

 Department
Morven 

 city  Hwy 76  Law Enforcement, Police
Essential, Important, Historic 

 ConsideraƟon
Government ‐ General 

 Services  8960  2688000.00

 3293

Morven‐North 
Brooks Volunteer 

 Fire Department
Morven 

 city  Park St
Emergency Services, Fire 

 Fighters  EssenƟal, Important
Government ‐ 

 Emergency Response  3040  912000.00

 3384
Brooks County 

 Courthouse
Quitman 

 city  Screven St
Law Enforcement, Court 

 House
Essential, Important, Historic 

 ConsideraƟon
Government ‐ General 

 Services  13204  3961200.00

2



BROOKS COUNTY CRITICAL FACILITIES

Id Name Jurisdiction Address Facility Types Risk Occupancy Area Building Value

 9851
Brooks County 

 Hospital
Quitman 

 city
903 N Court 

 St  Medical, EMS

Essential, Lifeline, 
Important, Historic 

 ConsideraƟon  Hospital  22085  6625500.00

 9852  Brooks County Jail
Quitman 

 city
1003 

 Holloway St  Law Enforcement, Jails
Essential, High Potential 

 Loss, Vulnerable PopulaƟon
Institutional 

 Dormitories  26500  7950000.00

 3409  Quitman City Hall
Quitman 

 city
220 E Screven 

 St  Government, Private  Important
Government ‐ General 

 Services  3742  1122600.00

 3292
Quitman Fire 

 Department
Quitman 

 city
205 S 

 Madison St
Emergency Services, Fire 

 Fighters  EssenƟal, Important
Government ‐ 

 Emergency Response  6460  1938000.00

 3276
Quitman Police 

 Department
Quitman 

 city  308 S Lee St Law Enforcement, Police  
Government ‐ 

 Emergency Response  9270  2781000.00

3
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Introduction 
The Federal Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 (DMA2K) requires state, local, and tribal governments to 
develop and maintain a mitigation plan to be eligible for certain federal disaster assistance and hazard 
mitigation funding programs.  

Mitigation seeks to reduce a hazard’s impacts, which may include loss of life, property damage, 
disruption to local and regional economies, and the expenditure of public and private funds for 
recovery. Sound mitigation must be based on a sound risk assessment that quantifies the potential 
losses of a disaster by assessing the vulnerability of buildings, infrastructure, and people.  

In recognition of the importance of planning in mitigation activities, FEMA Hazus-MH, a powerful 
disaster risk assessment tool based on geographic information systems (GIS). This tool enables 
communities of all sizes to predict estimated losses from floods, hurricanes, earthquakes, and other 
related phenomena and to measure the impact of various mitigation practices that might help reduce 
those losses.  

In 2023, the Georgia Department of Emergency Management partnered with The Southern Georgia 
Regional Commission (SGRC) to develop a detailed risk assessment focused on defining hurricane, 
riverine flood and tornado impacts for Georgia. This assessment identifies the characteristics and 
potential consequences of the disaster, how much of the community could be affected by the disaster, 
and the impact on community assets.  In the following years, the Georgia Association of Regional 
Commissions (GARC) are utilizing this workflow to define impacts in other counties in Georgia. This 
document provides the results for Brooks County. 

 

 

Risk Assessment Process Overview 
Hazus-MH Version 2.2 SP1 was used to perform the analyses for Brooks County. The Hazus-MH 
application includes default data for every county in the US.  This Hazus-MH data was derived from a 
variety of national sources and in some cases the data are also several years old.    Whenever possible, 
using local provided data is preferred.  Brooks County provided building inventory information from the 
county’s property tax assessment system.  This section describes the changes made to the default 
Hazus-MH inventory and the modeling parameters used for each scenario.   

County Inventory Changes 

The default Hazus-MH site-specific point inventory was updated using data compiled from the Georgia 
Emergency Management Agency (GEMA). The default Hazus-MH aggregate inventory (General Building 
Stock) was also updated prior to running the scenarios. Reported losses reflect the updated data sets. 
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General Building Stock Updates 

 

The GBS records for Brooks County were replaced with data 
derived from parcel and property assessment data obtained 
from Brooks County.  The county provided property 
assessment data was current as of December 2023 and the 
parcel data current as of December 2023. Records without 
improvements were deleted.  The parcel boundaries were 
converted to parcel points located in the centroids of each 
parcel boundary; then, each parcel point was linked to an 
assessor record based upon matching parcel numbers. The 
parcel assessor match-rate for Brooks County is 99.7%.  The 

generated building inventory represents the approximate locations (within a parcel) of structures. The 
building inventory was aggregated by census block. Both the tract and block tables were updated. Table 
1 shows the results of the changes to the GBS tables by occupancy class.  

 Table 1: GBS Building Exposure Updates by Occupancy Class* 

Occupancy Classification Default Count Updated Count Default Exposure Updated Exposure

Agricultural 0 0 -$                         -$                            

Commercial 393 333 213,628,000$         188,792,000$            

Education 16 29 94,470,000$           115,785,000$            

Government 25 36 18,708,000$           33,716,000$              

Industrial 133 155 176,892,000$         204,808,000$            

Religious 181 182 113,186,000$         119,012,000$            

Residential 4762 7442 836,853,000$         989,733,000$            

Total 5510 8177 1,453,737,000$     1,651,846,000$         

*The exposure values represent the total number and replacement cost for all Brooks County Buildings 

  

General Building Stock (GBS) is an 
inventory category that consists of 
aggregated data (grouped by census 
geography — tract or block). Hazus-
MH generates a combination of site-
specific and aggregated loss estimates 
based on the given analysis and user 
input.  
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For Brooks County, the updated GBS was used to calculate hurricane wind losses. The flood losses and 
tornado losses were calculated from building inventory modeled in Hazus-MH as User-Defined Facility 
(UDF)1, or site-specific points. Figure 1 shows the distribution of buildings as points based on the county 
provided data.  

 

Figure 1: Brooks County Overview 
 

  

                                                             

1 The UDF inventory category in Hazus-MH allows the user to enter site-specific data in place of GBS data. 
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Essential Facility Updates 

The default Hazus-MH essential facility data was updated to reflect 
improved information available in the Georgia Mitigation Information 
System (GMIS). For these risk analyses, only GMIS data for buildings 
that Hazus-MH classified as Essential Facilities was integrated into 
Hazus-MH because the application provides specialized reports for 
these five types of facilities.  Essential Facility inventory was updated 
for the analysis conducted for this report.  The following table 
summarizes the counts and exposures, where available, by Essential 
Facility classification of the updated data for the county.  

Table 2: Updated Essential Facilities 
Classification Updated Count Updated Exposure Classification Updated Count Updated Exposure

EOC 1 237,000$                       EOC 0 -$                      

Care 1 2,531,000$                    Care 0 -$                      

Fire 10 1,608,000$                    Fire 1 47,000$                

Police 3 998,000$                       Police 0 -$                      

School 4 30,972,000$                 School 0 -$                      

Total 19 36,346,000$                 Total 1 47,000$                

Classification Updated Count Updated Exposure Classification Updated Count Updated Exposure

EOC 0 -$                               EOC 0 -$                      

Care 0 -$                               Care 0 -$                      

Fire 1 81,000$                         Fire 0 -$                      

Police 1 578,000$                       Police 0 -$                      

School 0 -$                               School 0 -$                      

Total 2 659,000$                       Total 0 -$                      

Classification Updated Count Updated Exposure

EOC 1 237,000$                       

Care 1 2,531,000$                    

Fire 1 230,000$                       

Police 2 420,000$                       

School 1 4,220,000$                    

Total 6 7,638,000$                   

Brooks County

Morven

Barwick

Pavo

Quitman

 

  

Essential facilities include: 

 Care facilities 

 EOCs 
 Fire stations 

 Police stations 
 Schools 
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Assumptions and Exceptions  

Hazus-MH loss estimates may be impacted by certain assumptions and process variances made in this 
risk assessment.  

 The Brooks County analysis used Hazus-MH Version 2.2 SP1, which was released by FEMA in 
May 2015. 

 County provided parcel and property assessment data may not fully reflect all buildings in the 
county.  For example, some counties do not report not-for-profit buildings such as government 
buildings, schools and churches in their property assessment data.  This data was used to update 
the General Building Stock as well as the User Defined Facilities applied in this risk assessment.  

 GBS updates from assessor data will skew loss calculations.  The following attributes were 
defaulted or calculated: 

 Foundation Type was set from Occupancy Class 
 First Floor Height was set from Foundation Type 
 Content Cost was calculated from Replacement Cost 

 It is assumed that the buildings are located at the centroid of the parcel unless building 
footprints are used. For this analysis of Brooks County, parcel centroids were used. 

 The essential facilities extracted from the GMIS were only used in the portion of the analysis 
designated as essential facility damage.  They were not used in the update of the General 
Building Stock or the User Defined Facility inventory. 
 

The hazard models included in this risk assessment included: 

 Hurricane assessment which was comprised of a wind only damage assessment 
 Flood assessment based on the 1% annual chance event that includes riverine assessments 
 Tornado assessment based on GIS modeling 
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Hurricane Risk Assessment  

Hazard Definition 

The National Hurricane Center describes a hurricane as a tropical cyclone in which the maximum 
sustained wind is, at minimum, 74 miles per hour (mph)2. The term hurricane is used for Northern 
Hemisphere tropical cyclones east of the International Dateline to the Greenwich Meridian. The term 
typhoon is used for Pacific tropical cyclones north of the Equator west of the International Dateline. 
Hurricanes in the Atlantic Ocean, Gulf of Mexico, and Caribbean form between June and November with 
the peak of hurricane season occurring in the middle of September. Figure 2 shows that many 
hurricanes have impacted the Atlantic and Gulf coasts of the United States.   

 

Figure 2: Continental United States Hurricane Strikes: 1950 to 20223 
Hurricane intensities are measured using the Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale (Table 3). This scale is 
a 1 to 5 categorization based on the hurricane's intensity at the indicated time.  

 

  

                                                             

2 National Hurricane Center (2011). "Glossary of NHC Terms." National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/aboutgloss.shtml#h. Retrieved 2-23-2012. 

3 Source: NOAA National Climatic Data Center 

http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/aboutgloss.shtml#TROPCYC
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/aboutgloss.shtml#h
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Table 3: Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale 

Category Wind Speed (mph) Damage

1 74 – 95 Very dangerous winds will produce some damage

2 96 – 110 Extremely dangerous winds will cause extensive damage

3 111 - 130 Devastating damage will occur

4 131 -155 Catastrophic damage will occur

5 > 155 Catastrophic damage will occur  

 

Hurricanes bring a complex set of impacts. The winds from a hurricane produce a rise in the water level 
at landfall called storm surge. Storm surges produce coastal flooding effects that can be as damaging as 
the hurricane’s winds. Hurricanes bring very intense inland riverine flooding. Hurricanes can also 
produce tornadoes that can add to the wind damages inland. In this risk assessment, only hurricane 
winds, and coastal storm surge are considered.  

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s National Hurricane Center created the HURDAT 
database, which contains all of the tracks of tropical systems since the mid-1800s. This database was 
used to document the number of tropical systems that have affected Brooks County by creating a 20-
mile buffer around the county to include storms that didn’t make direct landfall in Brooks County but 
impacted the county. Since 1851, Brooks County has had 69 tropical systems within 20 miles of its 
county borders (Table 4).   

  



  11 

Table 4: Tropical Systems affecting Brooks County 
Year Month Day Name Wind (Knots) Category Year Month Day Name Wind (Knots) Category

1852 October 9 NOTNAMED 90 H2 1926 July 29 NOTNAMED 40 TS

1852 October 10 NOTNAMED 80 H1 1928 August 10 NOTNAMED 35 TS

1868 October 4 NOTNAMED 50 TS 1933 August 20 NOTNAMED 40 TS

1871 October 5 NOTNAMED 50 TS 1933 September 5 NOTNAMED 45 TS

1871 October 6 NOTNAMED 40 TS 1933 September 5 NOTNAMED 40 TS

1873 September 19 NOTNAMED 70 H1 1933 September 6 NOTNAMED 40 TS

1873 September 19 NOTNAMED 60 TS 1935 September 4 NOTNAMED 75 H1

1875 September 27 NOTNAMED 40 TS 1935 September 5 NOTNAMED 60 TS

1877 September 20 NOTNAMED 50 TS 1947 October 7 NOTNAMED 35 TS

1877 September 20 NOTNAMED 40 TS 1947 October 7 NOTNAMED 30 TD

1877 October 3 NOTNAMED 70 H1 1950 October 19 KING 35 TS

1878 October 10 NOTNAMED 50 TS 1950 October 19 KING 25 TD

1878 October 11 NOTNAMED 40 TS 1953 September 27 FLORENCE 60 E

1885 August 31 NOTNAMED 50 TS 1953 September 27 FLORENCE 50 E

1885 August 31 NOTNAMED 40 TS 1957 June 9 NOTNAMED 35 TS

1885 September 21 NOTNAMED 50 TS 1964 October 5 HILDA 35 E

1886 June 21 NOTNAMED 80 H1 1966 June 10 ALMA 60 TS

1886 June 21 NOTNAMED 65 H1 1972 May 28 ALPHA 30 SD

1886 July 1 NOTNAMED 70 H1 1985 November 22 KATE 80 H1

1894 October 9 NOTNAMED 85 H2 1986 August 13 CHARLEY 10 SD

1902 June 15 NOTNAMED 45 TS 1986 August 13 CHARLEY 10 SD

1902 June 15 NOTNAMED 40 TS 1987 August 16 NOTNAMED 15 TD

1907 June 29 NOTNAMED 50 TS 1987 August 16 NOTNAMED 15 TD

1907 June 29 NOTNAMED 45 TS 1987 August 16 NOTNAMED 10 TD

1907 September 29 NOTNAMED 40 TS 1995 June 5 ALLISON 60 TS

1911 August 4 NOTNAMED 20 TD 1995 June 5 ALLISON 45 TS

1911 August 5 NOTNAMED 20 TD 1995 August 25 JERRY 25 TD

1912 July 16 NOTNAMED 40 TS 1995 August 25 JERRY 25 TD

1914 September 17 NOTNAMED 40 TS 1995 August 26 JERRY 25 TD

1914 September 17 NOTNAMED 35 TS 1995 August 26 JERRY 20 TD

1924 September 16 NOTNAMED 50 TS 1998 September 30 GEORGES 25 TD

1924 September 16 NOTNAMED 45 TS 2004 August 12 BONNIE 30 TD

1924 September 29 NOTNAMED 55 TS 2004 September 27 JEANNE 40 TS

1926 July 29 NOTNAMED 50 TS 2004 September 27 JEANNE 35 TS

2006 June 13 ALBERTO 35 TS

 

 

  

Category Definitions: 
TS – Tropical storm 
TD – Tropical depression 
CAT_1 – Category 1 (same format for 2, 3, 4 and 5) 
E – Extra-tropical cyclone 
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Probabilistic Hurricane Scenario 
The following probabilistic wind damage risk assessment modeled a Category 1 storm with maximum 
winds of 81 mph. 

Wind Damage Assessment 

Wind losses were determined from probabilistic models run for the Category 1 storm which equates to 
the 1% chance storm event. Figure 3 shows wind speeds for the modeled hurricane. 

 

Figure 3: Wind Speeds by Storm Category 
 

Wind-Related Building Damages 

Buildings in Brooks County are vulnerable to storm events, and the cost to rebuild may have significant 
consequences to the community. The following table shows a summary of the results of wind-related 
building damage in Brooks County for the Category 1 (100 Year Event) storm. The loss ratio expresses 
building losses as a percentage of total building replacement cost in the county. Figure 4 illustrates the 
building loss ratios of the modeled Category 1 storm. 
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Figure 4: Hurricane Wind GBS Loss Ratios 
 

Table 5 shows the Hurricane Wind Building Damage results including the number of buildings damaged, 
total building damage, and economic loss. 

Table 5: Hurricane Wind Building Damage 
Storm

Classification

Number of

Damaged Buildings

Building

Damages

Total Economic

Loss Loss Ratio

Category 1 101 3,215,450$  4,581,330$         0.19%  

 

Essential Facility Losses 

Essential facilities are also vulnerable to storm events, and 
the potential loss of functionality may have significant 
consequences to the community. Hazus-MH identified the 
essential facilities that may be moderately or severely 
damaged by winds.  The results are compiled in Table 6.    

 
 
 

There are 19 essential facilities in 
Brooks County. 
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Table 6: Wind-Damaged Essential Facility Losses 

Storm

Classification

Facilities Moderately

Damaged (>50%)

Facilities Completely

Damaged (>50%)

Facilities with

expected loss (<1day)

Category 1 0 0 19  

 

Shelter Requirements  

Hazus-MH estimates the number of households evacuated from buildings with severe damage from high 
velocity winds as well as the number of people who will require short-term sheltering.  The results are 
listed in Table 7 and mapped in Figure 5. 

Table 7: Displaced Households and People 

Storm Classification # of Displaced Households # of People Needing Short-Term Shelter

Category 1 0 0
 

 

Figure 5: Hurricane Wind Shelter Requirements 
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Debris Generated from Hurricane Wind 

Hazus-MH estimates the amount of debris that will be generated by high velocity hurricane winds and 
quantifies it into three broad categories to determine the material handling equipment needed:  

 Reinforced Concrete and Steel Debris 
 Brick and Wood and Other Building Debris 
 Tree Debris  

Different material handling equipment is required for each category of debris. The estimates of debris 
for this scenario are listed in Table 8. The amount of hurricane wind related tree debris that is estimated 
to require pick up at the public’s expense is listed in the eligible tree debris column. 

Table 8: Wind-Related Debris Weight (Tons) 
Storm

Classification

Brick, Wood,

and Other

Reinforced

Concrete/Steel Tree Debris

Other

Tree Debris Total

Category 1 366                 -                       2,090              66,905           69,361             

Figure 6 shows the distribution of all wind related debris resulting from a Category 1 hurricane.   Each 
dot represents 20 tons of debris within the census tract in which it is located.  The dots are randomly 
distributed within each census tract and therefore do not represent the specific location of debris sites. 

 

Figure 6: Wind-Related Debris Weight (Tons) 
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Flood Risk Assessment  

Hazard Definition 

Flooding is a significant natural hazard throughout the United States. The type, magnitude, and severity 
of flooding are functions of the amount and distribution of precipitation over a given area, the rate at 
which precipitation infiltrates the ground, the geometry and hydrology of the catchment, and flow 
dynamics and conditions in and along the river channel. Floods can be classified as one of three types: 
upstream floods, downstream floods, or coastal floods.  

Upstream floods, also called flash floods, occur in the upper parts of drainage basins and are generally 
characterized by periods of intense rainfall over a short duration. These floods arise with very little 
warning and often result in locally intense damage, and sometimes loss of life, due to the high energy of 
the flowing water. Flood waters can snap trees, topple buildings, and easily move large boulders or 
other structures. Six inches of rushing water can upend a person; another 18 inches might carry off a 
car. Generally, upstream floods cause damage over relatively localized areas, but they can be quite 
severe in the local areas in which they occur. Urban flooding is a type of upstream flood. Urban flooding 
involves the overflow of storm drain systems and can be the result of inadequate drainage combined 
with heavy rainfall or rapid snowmelt. Upstream or flash floods can occur at any time of the year in 
Georgia, but they are most common in the spring and summer months.  

Downstream floods, also called riverine floods, refer to floods on large rivers at locations with large 
upstream catchments. Downstream floods are typically associated with precipitation events that are of 
relatively long duration and occur over large areas. Flooding on small tributary streams may be limited, 
but the contribution of increased runoff may result in a large flood downstream. The lag time between 
precipitation and time of the flood peak is much longer for downstream floods than for upstream floods, 
generally providing ample warning for people to move to safe locations and, to some extent, secure 
some property against damage. 

Coastal floods occurring on the Atlantic and Gulf 
coasts may be related to hurricanes or other 
combined offshore, nearshore, and shoreline 
processes. The effects of these complex 
interrelationships vary significantly across coastal 
settings, leading to challenges in the determination of 
the base (1-percent-annual-chance) flood for hazard 
mapping purposes. Land area covered by floodwaters 
of the base flood is identified as a Special Flood 
Hazard Area (SFHA). The Brooks County flood risk 
assessment analyzed at risk structures in the SFHA. 

The following probabilistic risk assessment involves an analysis of a 1% annual chance riverine flood 
event.  

The SFHA is the area where the National 
Flood Insurance Program’s (NFIP) floodplain 
management regulations must be enforced 
and the area where the mandatory 
purchase of flood insurance applies. The 
owner of a structure in a high-risk area must 
carry flood insurance, if the owner carries a 
mortgage from a federally regulated or 
insured lender or servicer. 
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Riverine 1% Flood Scenario 

Riverine losses were determined from the 1% flood boundaries downloaded from the FEMA Flood Map 
Service Center in December 2023.   The flood boundaries were overlaid with the USGS 10 meter DEM 
using the Hazus-MH Enhanced Quick Look tool to generate riverine depth grids.  The riverine flood 
depth grid was then imported into Hazus-MH to calculate the riverine flood loss estimates. Figure 7 
illustrates the riverine inundation boundary associated with the 1% annual chance. Please note that the 
riverine flooding may not take into account elevated housing or raised Base Flood Elevation. 

 

Figure 7: Riverine 1% Flood Inundation 
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Riverine 1% Flood Building Damages 

Buildings in Brooks County are vulnerable to flooding from events equivalent to the 1% riverine flood.  
The economic and social impacts from a flood of this magnitude can be significant. Table 9 provides a 
summary of the potential flood-related building damage in Brooks County by jurisdiction that might be 
experienced from the 1% flood. Figure 8 maps the potential loss ratios of total building exposure to 
losses sustained to buildings from the 1% flood by 2010 census block and Figure 9 illustrates the 
relationship of building locations to the 1% flood inundation boundary. 

Table 9: Brooks County Riverine 1% Building Losses 

Occupancy

Classification

Total

Buildings

Total

Buildings

Damaged

Total

Building Exposure

Total Losses to

Buildings

Loss Ratio of

Exposed to Damaged

Residential 1,606       6 343,208,800$          182,734$             0.05%

Religious 112          1 62,660,101$            41,138$               0.07%

Industrial 47            1 103,850,427$          54,799$               0.05%

Residential 5,309       89 586,417,027$          2,447,596$          0.42%

Total 7,074       97 1,096,136,355$       2,726,267$          

County Total

Quitman

Unincorporated

 

Figure 8: Potential UDF Loss Ratios from the 1% Riverine Flood  
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Figure 9: Damaged Buildings in 1% Riverine Flood  
 

Riverine 1% Flood Essential Facility Losses  

An essential facility may encounter many of the same impacts as other buildings within the flood 
boundary. These impacts can include structural failure, extensive water damage to the facility and loss 
of facility functionality (e.g. a damaged police station will no longer be able to serve the community).  
The analysis has identified that were 0 Essential Facilities subject to damage in the Brooks County 
riverine 1% probability floodplain. 

Table 10: Expected Damage to Essential Facilities in 1% Riverine Flood 

Classification Total Moderate Substantial Loss of Use

Fire Station 10 0 0 0

Hospitals 1 0 0 0

Police Stations 3 0 0 0

Schools 4 0 0 0

EOCs 1 0 0 0  
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Riverine 1% Flood Shelter Requirements  

Hazus-MH estimates that the number of households that are expected to be displaced from their homes 
due to riverine flooding and the associated potential evacuation.  The model estimates 451 households 
might be displaced due to the flood.  Displacement includes households evacuated within or very near 
to the inundated area.  Displaced households represent 1,354 individuals, of which 678 may require 
short term publicly provided shelter. The results are mapped in Figure 10. These numbers may be 
overestimated for two reasons: elevated housing not taken into account and parcel centroids (not 
aligned exactly with actual structures). 

 

 

Figure 10: Estimated Flood Shelter Requirements in 1% Riverine Flood   
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Riverine 1% Flood Debris  

Hazus-MH estimates the amount of debris that will be generated by the flood. The model breaks debris 
into three general categories:  

 Finishes (dry wall, insulation, etc.) 
 Structural (wood, brick, etc.) 
 Foundations (concrete slab, concrete block, rebar, etc.)  

Different types of material handling equipment will be required for each category.  Debris definitions 
applied in Hazus-MH are unique to the Hazus-MH model and so do not necessarily conform to other 
definitions that may be employed in other models or guidelines. 

The analysis estimates that an approximate total of 3,565 tons of debris might be generated:  
1) Finishes – 1,319 tons; 2) Structural – 787 tons; and 3) Foundations – 1,459 tons. The results are 
mapped in Figure 11.  

 

Figure 11: Flood Debris Weight (Tons) in 1% Riverine Flood  
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Tornado Risk Assessment  

Hazard Definition 

Tornadoes pose a great risk to the state of Georgia and its citizens. Tornadoes can occur at any time 
during the day or night. They can also happen during any month of the year. The unpredictability of 
tornadoes makes them one of Georgia’s most dangerous hazards. Their extreme winds are violently 
destructive when they touch down in the region’s developed and populated areas. Current estimates 
place the maximum velocity at about 300 miles per hour, but higher and lower values can occur. A wind 
velocity of 200 miles per hour will result in a wind pressure of 102.4 pounds per square foot of surface 
area—a load that exceeds the tolerance limits of most buildings. Considering these factors, it is easy to 
understand why tornadoes can be so devastating for the communities they hit.  

Tornadoes are defined as violently-rotating columns of air extending from thunderstorms and cyclonic 
events. Funnel clouds are rotating columns of air not in contact with the ground; however, the violently-
rotating column of air can reach the ground very quickly and become a tornado. If the funnel cloud picks 
up and blows debris, it has reached the ground and is a tornado. 

Tornadoes are classified according to the Fujita tornado intensity scale. Originally introduced in 1971, 
the scale was modified in 2006 to better define the damage and estimated wind scale.  The Enhanced 
Fujita Scale ranges from low intensity EF0 with effective wind speeds of 65 to 85 miles per hour, to EF5 
tornadoes with effective wind speeds of over 200 miles per hour. The Enhanced Fujita intensity scale is 
included in Table 11. 

Table 11: Enhanced Fujita Tornado Rating 
Fujita

Number

Estimated

Wind Speed Path Width Path Length Description of Destruction

EF0 
Gale

65-85 mph 6-17 yards 0.3-0.9 miles

Light damage, some damage to chimneys, 

branches broken, sign boards damaged, 

shallow-rooted trees blown over.

EF1
Moderate

86-110 mph 18-55 yards 1.0-3.1 miles

Moderate damage, roof surfaces peeled 

off, mobile homes pushed off foundations, 

attached garages damaged.

EF2
Significant

111-135 mph 56-175 yards 3.2-9.9 miles

Considerable damage, entire roofs torn 

from frame houses, mobile homes 

demolished, boxcars pushed over, large 

trees snapped or uprooted.

EF3  
Severe

136-165 mph 176-566 yards 10-31 miles

Severe damage, walls torn from well-

constructed houses, trains overturned, 

most trees in forests uprooted, heavy cars 

thrown about.

EF4
Devastating

166-200 mph 0.3-0.9 miles 32-99 miles

Complete damage, well-constructed 

houses leveled, structures with weak 

foundations blown off for some distance, 

large missiles generated.

EF5 
ncredible

Over 200 mph 1.0-3.1 miles 100-315 miles

Foundations swept clean, automobiles 

become missiles and thrown for 100 yards 

or more, steel-reinforced concrete 

structures badly damaged.  

Source:  http://www.srh.noaa.gov  

http://www.srh.noaa.gov/
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Hypothetical Tornado Scenario 

For this report, an EF3 tornado was modeled to illustrate the potential impacts of tornadoes of this 
magnitude in the county. The analysis used a hypothetical path based upon an EF3 tornado event 
running along the predominant direction of historical tornados (southeast to northwest). The tornado 
path was placed to travel through Quitman. The selected widths were modeled after a re-creation of the 
Fujita-Scale guidelines based on conceptual wind speeds, path widths, and path lengths. There is no 
guarantee that every tornado will fit exactly into one of these categories. Table 12 depicts tornado path 
widths and expected damage. 

Table 12: Tornado Path Widths and Damage Curves 

Enhanced Fujita 

Scale Path Width (feet)

Maximum Expected

Damage

EF5 2,400 100%

EF4 1,800 100%

EF3 1,200 80%

EF2 600 50%

EF1 300 10%  

Within any given tornado path there are degrees of damage. The most intense damage occurs within 
the center of the damage path, with decreasing amounts of damage away from the center. After the 
hypothetical path is digitized on a map, the process is modeled in GIS by adding buffers (damage zones) 
around the tornado path. Figure 12 describes the zone analysis.  

 

Figure 12: EF Scale Tornado Zones 
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An EF3 tornado has four damage zones, depicted in Table 13. Major damage is estimated within 150 feet 
of the tornado path. The outer buffer is 900 feet from the tornado path, within which buildings will not 
experience any damage. The selected hypothetical tornado path is depicted in Figure 13 and the 
damage curve buffer zones are shown in Figure 14. 

Table 13: EF3 Tornado Zones and Damage Curves 

Zone Buffer (feet) Damage Curve

1 0-150 80%

2 150-300 50%

3 300-600 10%

4 600-900 0%  

 

 

Figure 13: Hypothetical EF3 Tornado Path   
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Figure 14: Modeled EF3 Tornado Damage Buffers 

EF3 Tornado Building Damages 

The analysis estimated that approximately 508 buildings could be damaged, with estimated building 
losses of approximately $27.2 million. The building losses are an estimate of building replacement costs 
multiplied by the percentages of damage. The overlay was performed against parcels provided by 
Brooks County that were joined with Assessor records showing estimated property replacement costs.  
The Assessor records often do not distinguish parcels by occupancy class if the parcels are not taxable 
and thus the number of buildings and replacement costs may be underestimated.  The results of the 
analysis are depicted in Table 14. 

Table 14: Estimated Building Losses by Occupancy Type 
Occupancy

Classification

Buildings

Damaged

Building

Losses

Commerical 46 7,916,158$                    

Educational 3 261,666$                       

Religious 12 1,746,844$                    

Industrial 11 1,956,480$                    

Residential 436 15,309,881$                  

Total 508 27,191,029$                   
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EF3 Tornado Essential Facility Damage 

There are no essential facilities located within 900 feet of the modeled tornado path.  

 

Figure 15: Modeled Essential Facility Damage in Brooks County   
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Exceptions Report 
 

Hazus Version 2.2 SP1 was used to perform the loss estimates for Brooks County, Georgia.  Changes 
made to the default Hazus-MH inventory and the modeling parameters used to setup the hazard 
scenarios are described within this document. 

Reported losses reflect the updated data sets. Steps, algorithms and assumptions used during the data 
update process are documented in the project workflow developed by the Polis Center. 

Statewide Inventory Changes 

The default Hazus-MH Essential Facility inventory was updated for the entire state prior to running the 
hazard scenarios for Brooks County. 

Statewide facility data were supplied by GEMA through the GMIS in December 2023.  The Regional 
Commission updated the essential facilities in 2023.  The updated data was used for this analysis.  Table 
15 summarizes the difference between the original Hazus-MH default data and the updated data for 
Brooks County. 

Table 15: Essential Facility Updates 

Occupancy

Classification

Default

Replacement Cost Default Count

Updated

Replacement Cost Updated Count

Care 6,625,000$                               1 2,531,000$                                 1

EOC 213,000$                                  1 237,000$                                     1

Fire 5,930,000$                               5 1,608,000$                                 10

Police 11,741,000$                            2 998,000$                                     3

School 106,455,000$                          4 30,972,000$                               4  

County Inventory Changes 

The GBS records for Brooks County were replaced with data derived from parcel and property 
assessment data obtained from Brooks County.  The county provided property assessment data was 
current as of December 2023 and the parcel data current as of December 2023. 

 

General Building Stock Updates 

The parcel boundaries and assessor records were obtained from Brooks County.  Records without 
improvements were deleted.  The parcel boundaries were converted to parcel points located in the 
centroids of each parcel boundary unless there were building footprints.  Each parcel point was linked to 
an assessor record based upon matching parcel numbers.  The generated Building Inventory represents 
the approximate locations (within a parcel) of building exposure.  The Building Inventory was aggregated 
by Census Block and imported into Hazus-MH using the Hazus-MH Comprehensive Data Management 
System (CDMS).  Both the 2010 Census Tract and Census Block tables were updated.  



  28 

The match between parcel records and assessor records was based upon a common Parcel ID.  For this 
type of project, unless the hit rate is better than 85%, the records are not used to update the default 
aggregate inventory in Hazus-MH.  The Parcel-Assessor hit rate for Brooks County was 99.7%. 

Adjustments were made to records when primary fields did not have a value.  In these cases, default 
values were applied to the fields.  Table 16 outlines the adjustments made to Brooks County records.  

Table 16: Building Inventory Default Adjustment Rates 

Type of Adjustment Building Count Percentage

Area Unknown 156 2%

Construction Unknown 745 9%

Condition Unknown 147 2%

Foundation Unknown 765 9%

Year Built Unknown 364 4%  

Portions of the CAMA values were either missing (<Null> or ‘0’), did not match CAMA domains or were 
unusable (‘Unknown’, ‘Other’, ‘Pending’).  These were replaced with ‘best available’ values.  Missing 
YearBuilt values were populated from average values per Census Block.  Missing Condition, Construction 
and Foundation values were populated with the highest-frequency CAMA values per Occupancy Class.  
Missing Area values were populated with the average CAMA values per Occupancy Class.   

The resulting Building Inventory was used to populate the Hazus-MH General Building Stock and User 
Defined Facility tables.  The updated General Building Stock was used to calculate flood and tornado 
losses.  Changes to the building counts and exposure that were modeled in Brooks County are sorted by 
General Occupancy in Table 1 at the beginning of this report.  If replacements cost or building value 
were not present for a given record in the Assessor data, replacement costs were calculated from the 
Building Area (sqft) multiplied by the Hazus-MH RS Means ($/sqft) values for each Occupancy Class.   

Differences between the default and updated data are due to various factors.  The Assessor records 
often do not distinguish parcels by occupancy class when the parcels are not taxable; therefore, the 
total number of buildings and the building replacement costs for government, religious/non-profit, and 
education may be underestimated.   
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User Defined Facilities 

Local parcel and CAMA data were used to develop points representing the locations of buildings in the 
county, referred to as User Defined Facilities (UDF) in the Hazus model.  For the flood model, this 
includes only buildings located in the 1% Annual Chance Riverine Flood Area.  Table 17 identifies the 
total building count & exposure for the county and the total building count & exposure for buildings 
located in the 1% Annual Chance Riverine Flood Area. 

Table 17: Building Count and Exposure for County and Riverine Flood Area 

Feature Counts Exposure

Total buildings in the County 8,177 $1,651,887,046

Total buildings inside the 1% Annual Chance 

Riverine Flood Area 174 $19,833,255

 

It should be noted that UDFs are only used in the flood modeling process, due to the fact that it is 
important to identify if individual buildings are located within the flood area to obtain the depth of 
flood. 

Assumptions 

 Flood analysis was performed on UDF.  The point locations are parcel centroid accuracy. 

 The analysis is restricted to the county boundary within the flood area.  Events that occur 
near the county boundary do not contain loss estimates from adjacent counties.  

 The following attributes were defaulted or calculated: 
 First Floor Height was set from Foundation Type 
 Content Cost was calculated from Building Cost 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix H 
Tri-fold Brochure for 

Underserved 



Brooks County  
PRE-HAZARD 

Mit igat ion 

This could be You!  
 

Find out  how to help  
your  community  help  

you better  i f  this  
happens to You!  

 
GET INVOLVED 

 NOW!! !  

For more information  

Please contact: 

James Horton at Southern Georgia 
Regional Commission at           

jhorton@sgrc.us  

Cell: (229) 333-5277 

Or 

LaToya Hampton at the Brooks 

County EMA Office at  

(229) 263-4262 

 

 

Southern Georgia Regional 

Commission 
1937 Carlton Adams Drive 

Valdosta, Georgia 31601 

Phone: (229) 333-5277 

Brooks County EMA 

702 Barwick Road 
Quitman, Georgia 31643 

Phone: (229) 263-4262 

What are Natural  

Disasters? 

 

• Wildfires 

• Floods 

• Hurricanes/Tropical Storms 

• Drought 

• Tornadoes 

• Sinkholes 

• Earthquakes 

• Extreme Heat 

• Hail/Wind/Lightning/ 

                 Thunderstorms 

• Severe Winter Storms 

Some communities include other 

hazards in their plans that may 

not be considered as natural dis-

aster, such as, but not limited to:  

• Dam Failures 

• Chemical/Hazardous Spills 

• Pandemic Illnesses 

 



Pre-Hazard Mitigation Plan 

What funding is Available 
with a Hazard Mitigation 

Plan? 

 

• Funding for generators 

• Emergency Notices (signs, si-

rens, etc.) 

• Evacuations Plans 

• Weather radios and other 

communication devices need-

ed for first responders. 

• Shelters 

• Education materials 

 

 

Who needs to participate 
in the Development/
Update of the Plan? 

 

Counties and Cities; Residents; 
Business Own-
ers; Health De-

partment, 
DFACS, private 

Organizations: 
contiguous 
Counties, Cities 

and Long-term Care Facilities. 

 

How can you Participate? 

You can Participate by attending 

workshops in your community or 
contacting  

your local 
EMA Direc-
tor or 

Southern 
Georgia Re-
gional Com-

missions’ 
Planning 

Department staff Member. 

 

 

What is Hazard Mitiga-
tion and Why is It     

Necessary? 

• Hazard mitigation is an ac-
tion that 

reduces or 
eliminates 

long-term 
risk to life 
and prop-

erty from hazards or disas-

ters. 

• It is a sustainable and on-
going process that can oc-

cur before, during, and af-

ter a disaster. 

• Hazard mitigation aims to 
break the cycle of disaster 
damage, reconstruction, 

and repeated damage. 

• Short and long-term solu-

tions that can reduce the  
impact of disasters now 

and in the future. 

• An approved plan is neces-

sary to be eligible for feder-
al pre-and-post disaster 
assistance. The Hazard 

Mitigation Plan must be 

updated every 5 years. 
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